Neighborhood Advisory Committee Minutes

July 15, 2013 Meeting

5:30-7:30 P. M.

Committee  Members Attending:

Saul Chase (Chair), Alan Escovitz, Barber Melton, Bob Roepnack, 

Joe Fioccola, Pastor Spencer Hardaway, Elaine Poovey, 

Chris Pelly ex-officio, Asheville City Council

Tracy Kunkler,  facilitator

City Staff Attending:

Marsha Stickford, Neighborhood Coordinator
The meeting was called to order by Chair Saul Chase at 5:30 p.m. The announcement of the community meeting at Shiloh Community Center on Monday, September 23, 2013 at

6:30 p.m. The minutes of the May 20, 2013 and June 24, 2013 meetings were approved. 

On July 9, 2013 Alan, Marsha, and Saul met with Cathy Ball, Public Works Director,

to discuss the storm drainage with storm drains stopped up, landslides, streets collapsed,

and preventive maintenance. The Neighborhood Advisory Committee would like to have 

Police, Fire and Public Works departments send a representative to the Community Meetings to be held in the North, South, West, and Central areas of our city. This will be an opportunity for the neighborhoods to voice their concerns. 

Saul announced the Workshop: It Takes a Village: How to Transform our neighborhoods into Caring Communities Using the Principles of Asset-Based Community Development and Sociocracy. The meeting will be held on  July 27, 2013 from 9am-4pm at the Land of Sky Regional Council at suite 140 379 New Leicester Highway. He urged everyone to attend if possible. 

Bob attended the very well-organized public meeting about the dog park in North Asheville. The City has allotted $5000.00 toward design plus another $5000.00

given by an anonymous donor. Some neighbors have concerns that are being addressed. 

On July 18, 2013 at Ira B. Jones School at 6;30p.m. Marsha Stickford, Debbie Ivester and others from city staff will speak about the issues and process with the neighbors. 

Bob said that the Grace and Beaverdam neighborhoods are using Delta Phone System to community organize and get the word out. We may want to have some of their representatives come speak with our committee in the future since it seems to have been very successful. 

Alan said a letter has been sent to Gary Jackson, Asheville City Manager, concerning the need to educate homeowners about being responsible for keeping storm drains clear and sidewalks clean. 

Saul suggested that we have the Community meeting on September 23, 2013 at 6:30p.m. 

in Shiloh and an additional South meeting in September of 2014 place yet to be determined. Everyone is welcome at all community meetings. January 2014 West Community Meeting, March 2014 Central area, May 2014 East, November 2014 North.     

Saul asked that our meeting times for the Neighborhood Advisory Committee be changed to 6:30 p.m.-8;30 p.m.

Tracy facilitated  ideas session for our  Festival of Neighborhoods:

Alan suggested that each neighborhood be given 3-5 minutes to showcase what makes them proud of their neighborhood. Sort of a “Show and Tell”. Maybe have a drawing for a prize. Need a speaker that can summarize what the neighborhoods are doing. 

Saul wanted to see a Visual and Physical presentation. What is the Prize? Money? Could 

be used to enhance the neighborhood . Where is the buy in? Speaker could give balanced approach with a focus on Asheville neighborhoods and their history. 

Barber wants volunteers that have gone the extra mile for their neighborhood association and what that involvement was. 

Elaine- Budget, corporate sponsors, sub-committee to raise funds.

Pastor Hardaway-  food, not a meal. Have it catered with dessert.

Bob-need committee for fund raising. Recognize donors, Clarify list of what money is being used for.

Chris- We need a “draw” to make this Festival a priority on a Sunday Afternoon. Someone with stature, good speaker, that can recognize successes.  

DeWayne- He would like to have a loop running with pictures of neighborhoods. Slide show, etc. The program committee would handle this. DeWayne and Marsha will contact

Professor John Wood-UNC-A. and see if he is available to speak. 

Our next meeting will be on August 26, 2013 6:30p.m.-8:30p.m.

Agenda items: Election of Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, and Secretary

Representatives from Police/Fire Department regarding Community Meeting 

Presentations

Continued Planning for Awards Celebration

Neighborhood Survey for distribution at September 23, 2013 Community meeting

Presentation by Duncan McPherson,Chair and Lael Gray committee member 

Representing the Sustainability Advisory Committee on Energy and the Environment

(SACEE)







Respectfully submitted,







Barber Melton, Secretary
