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In 2007 Asheville City Council established their long term commitment to
sustainability. They did this through passing a resolution to reduce the
municipality’s carbon footprint 2% each year until an 80% reduction was achieved
by the year 2050. Fortifying their commitment in 2009 and 2010 City Council
prioritized Green/Sustainable as one of their five strategic goals stating, “Asheville
will be the southeastern leader in clean energy and environmental sustainability.”
Valuable efforts turning this from a concept to a reality include: the “How Low Can
AVL Go” susta‘lnablllty education program, single stream recycling in publlc facﬂrtles,
and solar thermal on fire stations.

To bring focus to strategic efforts, the city created the Sustainability Management
Plan (www.ashevillenc.gov/green). The plan established 23 goal areas to address
sustainable government operations. Along this path the City Manager created the
Office of Sustainability and incorporated it within the City Managers office to
steward this strategic effort and set the course ahead. A major role of the office is
to bring measurement and accountability to Asheville’s sustainability efforts. The
Annual Carbon Footprint Report is intended to aid departments during the business
planning process. This report provides indicators of performance to assist
sustainability goal setting.

After review of the 2009-2010 Annual Carbon Footprint Report, it is my pleasure to
share our progress with the community. I am proud of staff for their achievements
in carbon footprint reduction. My gratitude extends to individuals and teams across
all departments who worked hard to learn, to think creatively and to achieve
tremendous success in sustainability. As we look forward I am certain we will make
greater progress as the momentum continues to build.

Sincerely,

Zarﬁ;wf. Ja&?wn’4

Asheville City Manager

P.O. Box 7148  Asheville, N.C. 28802 » 828-259-5604 e Fax: 828-259-5499 e www.ashevillenc.gov

The City of Asheville is committed to delivering an excellent guality of service to enhance your quality of life.



/Executive Summary \

Key Highlights from this Report:

FY 09-10 Financial Facts:

External Impacts on Energy Usage:

Carbon footprint reduction to date is 2,965 MT eCO2 which equals

Tasked with a 6% reduction over 3 years the city delivered an 8.42% reduc-
tion

The most significant reductions can be attributed to energy conservation in
public buildings, streamlined efficiency in water distribution, and fuel/routing
efficiency in transit

The most significant opportunities for future reductions are in the fleet and
streetlight sectors

Municipal energy spending totaled $5,349,610

Carbon footprint reductions resulted in $336,216 avoided energy spending
which is a 5.91% spending reduction from the previous year

Grant monies awarded to the city in support of carbon footprint reduction to-
taled $8,839,345

In FY 2008-2009 spending in many sectors increased due to an electricity
rate increase of 11.5%

In FY 2008-2009 fuel spending in many departments decreased due to the
brief fuel shortage in September 2008

Annual emissions from 567 four door sedans
Annual energy use of 252 homes

Annual carbon sequestration of 76,026 trees

& howlowcanavigo?
raise the bar. lower the carbon.



Total Municipal Emissions Performance

MT eCO2

(Metric Ton equivalent Carbon Dioxide)

April 2007 marks the formal beginning of the City of Asheville's efforts in carbon footprint reduction. At that time
the City Council passed a resolution to reduce the municipal carbon footprint 2% per year until a total reduction of
80% would be achieved. A carbon footprint is the total set of greenhouse gases (GHG) emissions including carbon
dioxide caused by an organization, event, product or person. The city's carbon footprint is a byproduct of the infra-
structure, services and programs. The graph below depicts the big picture of the total carbon footprint reductions
each year. The city was tasked with a 6% reduction over 3 years and delivered an 8.42% reduction through our com-
mitment to raise the bar to lower the carbon!
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Carbon Footprint BREAKDOWN: Over Three (3) Years

The previous page provided a snapshot in
time for the carbon footprint of the city by
source. This page explains the carbon
footprint over the past three years since City
Council  established the carbon
reduction goal. Look at each cluster
by the source, when the bars get
smaller from left to right it

demonstrates the progress of

reduced carbon footprint.

MT eCO2

(Metric Ton equivalent Carbon Dioxide)
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The City of Asheville measures carbon footprint by tracking the amount of energy we use to perform municipal functions and services. We then take
that energy information and calculate how many tons of CO2 emissions that generates in the atmosphere. We track two types of emissions. Scope 1
emissions are generated at the point of energy use: for example the exhaust that comes out of a vehicle tail pipe is a Scope 1 emission. Scope 2 emis-
sions are generated with one degree of separation. For example the electricity we use to turn on a light switch or power an air conditioner generates

emissions off site at the power plant facility. For us in Asheville that is the Lake Julian Progress Energy Power Plant. Below are the uses for energy that
make up the city's carbon footprint.

BUILDINGS STREET LIGHTS WATER WATER TRANSIT

PRODUCTION DISTRIBUTION
FACILITIES

Carbon Footprint BREAKDOWN (FY 2009-2010)

()
COMMUTING

()
PARKING

()
OUTDOOR
LIGHTING

()
TRAFFIC SIGNALS

()
FESTIVALS




The City of Asheville performs a wide variety of services for the community. To best understand these services and their respective carbon
footprints the information below is broken down by city department. Each department has unique responsibilities and different portions of the

overall carbon footprint for the municipality.
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Public Works
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Transportation Dept
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Asheville Police Dept
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Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts
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Asheville Fire Department
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Building Safety
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Finance Department
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Administrative Services
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Human Resources
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Information Technology
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Planning and Development
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