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The Board of Adjustment is established to hear 
cases for variances to the zoning standards set 
forth in the Unified Development Ordinance. 
The Board may also hear appeals of interpreta-
tions of the UDO made by city staff.

Membership
The Board consists of five regular members 
and seven alternate members. Four regular 
members and five alternate members are ap-
pointed by City Council. One regular member 
and two alternate members are appointed by 
the Buncombe County Board of Commission-
ers.

All members serve three-year terms and a 
maximum of two terms. Officers of the Board 
will be elected among themselves. Vacancies 
will be filled as they occur by the City Council 
or County Commission as applicable.

Application Process
Applications are available in the Planning and 
Development Department on the fifth floor of 
City Hall. Applications are due based on the 
schedule attached to the application, typically 
five weeks before the meeting date. Applica-
tions must be complete and the fee attached 
before being accepted for review and sched-
uled for a meeting date. Property owners 
within 200 feet of the subject property will be 
notified by mail of the variance request and the 
date of the hearing giving them the opportu-
nity to provide comment on the request. The 
subject property will be posted a minimum of 
10 days before the meeting. If adjacent prop-
erty owners have concerns, they must attend 
the meeting.

Meetings
Board of Adjustment meetings are typically 
held on the fourth Monday of each month at 2 
PM on the first floor of City Hall. 

Contact Information
For applications, deadlines and 

agenda information, visit

www.ashevillenc.gov/planning

Patti McFarland
828-259-5627

email: pmcfarland@ashevillenc.gov

Information presented during the hearing is 
sworn testimony. The Board is a quasi-judicial 
body that does not receive any communication 
from concerned citizens prior to the hearing 
about applications to be heard on that month’s 
agenda.

Five members (or alternates if necessary) will 
hear each case and vote on the requested vari-
ance or interpretation. A city staff member will 
present the application. The applicant or appli-
cant’s representative will have the opportunity 
to speak. Four members of the Board must 
vote in like decision to grant or deny a variance 
or uphold or rescind an interpretation.

Appeals of the Board of Adjustment decision 
must be filed within 30 days to the Superior 
Court of Buncombe County. 

Applications That the Board May Hear
Variance to setback requirements.• 
Variance sign standards (square footage of • 
sign, height, number of signs).
Variance for maximum gradable area in a • 
steep slope area.
Variance to parking and loading standards • 
as defined in the UDO.
Appeals of interpretation of the UDO by city • 
officials. Application must be filed within 60 
days.
Appeals of decisions from the Historic Re-• 
souces Commission. Application must be 
filed within 60 days.


