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Multimodal Transportation Commission


Regular Meeting
Minutes






September 28, 2016
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Attending:
Commission Members:  Bruce Emory, Chair; Terri March, Vice-Chair; .Philip Lenowitz, Till Dohse, Billie Lofland, Kim Roney, 
Rich Lee, David Nutter, Mary Weber, John Ridout
Commission Members Absent: Kristy Carter
Council Liaison Absent: Gwen Wisler
Staff Members:  Mariate Echeverry, Kelly Whitlock, Jaime Matthews, Melissa Van Sickle, Nancy Lohr, Janet GeorgeMurr
Community Members: Ritchie Rozzelle
Meeting Called To Order:  Bruce Emory, Chair, opened the meeting; welcome new members; everyone introduced themselves.

Approval of Agenda and Minutes:  
September 28, 2016 – Agenda: Commission members David Nutter motioned to approve; Till Dohse second; all approved.
August 24, 2016 – Regular Meeting Minutes: Commission members Till Dohse motioned to approve; Billie Lofland second; all approved.

Public Comment – None

Unfinished Business:

1.  NCDOT Pedestrian/Bicycle safety audit study – Mariate presented the stats of the assessment including project background; project goals, objectives and approach and review of the data and corridor prioritization.  This presentation was attached to the 9/28/16 minutes and also can be viewed at the following website: http://www.ashevillenc.gov/Departments/Transportation/BicyclePedestrianServices.aspx#audits  

2.  I-26 Update- Bruce stated:  

     a.  DOT prepared visualizations of the new bridges: one bridge for I-26 and two for I-240; from
          Hillcrest, Montford, and Riverside Cemetery; not on the NCDOT website yet; Riverside Drive very dark with the
          overhead bridges

      b. COA to give DOT a list of the improvements for ped/bike related to I-26.

     c. Final EIS due next summer 
     d.  Schedule:  start Section B in 2023 – funded;  Section C (I-40 interchange) 2020 -  funded; Section A through West
          Asheville– not funded

3.  Comp Plan – John: Public Open House on October 10/11 at The Collider in the Wells Fargo Bank Building.  There are 6 themes:  A livable built environment; harmony with the natural environment; a resilient economy; interwoven equity; a healthy community; responsible regionalism.  There is a transportation consultant on the comp plan team.  View more of the updates at: http://www.ashevillenc.gov/Departments/PlanningandUrbanDesign/ComprehensivePlan/ComprehensivePlanDescription.aspx#themes 
4.  AIM implementation work group – Mariate stated that there will a work group planned in October.

5.  Open Streets – Terri stated: on Sunday, 9/18/2016 there were 15,000 people and 54 businesses participated.  Positive response; evaluations and team debriefing meeting with COA staff; finalizing process for outreach on the routes and volunteers to get feedback which is the active transportation; no skateboard or dogs.  Regular activity to change behavior and it would happen next year and will move through neighborhoods.
New Business:
1.  MMTC approval of NCDOT grant for corridor study of Swannanoa River Greenway – Mariate requested MMTC approval for a grant opportunity to fund a corridor study of the Swannanoa River Greenway Coordinator.  After a group discussion and question session, MMTC approved the grant.

2.  TDM program presentation – Ritchie Rozzelle of Land of Sky presented a regional approach of the transportation demand management program through the region.

3.  Review of Bond Proposals and 4. Review of Adopted Council Priorities – In Cathy Ball’s absence Jaime Matthews presented an information packet for Multimodal Commission members that provides more information on the proposed bond. This item and additional information can be found on the webpage here: http://www.ashevillenc.gov/Departments/CommunityRelations/Asheville2016BondReferendumInformation.aspx.   Also a PDF of the Bond overview was forwarded to the MMTC and staff.
5.  Rescheduling of MMTC meeting during holidays to combine Nov/Dec meetings - .After a group discussion it was decided that Wednesday December 14 will be the next meeting date from 3-5pm.

6.  Bike/Ped Count – Till stated that the Bike/Ped Count data took place during the week of 9/13-9/17/10 with 44 volunteers.  Copies of the count data was distributed to the MMTC during the meeting.
7.  Budget Calendar – Mariate stated that the Capital budget will take place in October and operational fees and charges will take place in November with staff and will bring the list and work on the process to bring to the committees and commission.  No fare increase unless instructed to; Staff would like to study programs that provide more discounts for low income.  

8.  Retreat – Mariate stated that the retreat is very useful in setting goals; priorities; recommending in Spring of 2017; and will have a facilitator.  
General Committee Updates:
1.    Transit Committee – Kim Roney reported: no quorum; no voting on the September minutes or any other items on the agenda;
       circulator system;; to extend service on S2, S3.
2.   Greenway Committee – Mary Weber stated that Greenway Committee participated on open streets program; Rich made the flyer 
      for the event.
3.   Bike/Ped Task Force Committee: Till reported on the Bike/Ped Count; Watch for Me NC – safety program for pedestrian; a  
      potential  speaker at the next Bike/Ped Task Force regarding APD ticketing pedestrians not crossing at ROW; observing a decoy.

   .  Kelly Whitlock stated that using a pedestrian was perceived as entrapment;
4.  Planning and Zoning Committee – None
5.  Neighborhood Advisory Committee – Philip reported that Gordon Smith made a presentation and speeding is an issue in the 
      neighborhoods. 
6.   Sustainable Advisory Committee on Energy and Environment (SACEE) -None

MMTC goals:  Copies of goals were attached to the meeting materials.
Staff Updates

1. List of Projects-Mariate Echeverry- 
Future Agenda Items: 

1. Specific priorities that relate to MMTC work;

2. Preliminary budget list in October. 
Meeting Adjourned: 5:01 pm
