
 
 

SACEE                  REGULAR MEETING 

MEETING MINUTES         Wednesday, September 16, 2015  

 
Board Members in Attendance: Chair Lael Gray, Vice Chair Sonia Marcus, Katie Bray, Torin Kexel, Duncan 
McPherson, John Noor, Lawrence Pittman, Josh O’Conner, Mindy Fisher, Councilor Gwen Wisler 

Absent:  Lawrence Pittman 

Staff in Attendance: Kerby Smithson, Amber Weaver, Greg Shuler, Frank McGowan, Joey Robison, Melissa 
VanSickle 

1.    APPROVAL OF MINUTES. After review of the minutes from a citizen inquiry, Fisher moved to approve   
the minutes, Kexel Seconded. Minutes were approved unanimously.  

2.   UPDATES 

a. Sustainability Office; Amber Weaver.  
Ms. Amber Weaver provided an update from the City’s Sustainability Office. These updates included an 
overview of the work that has been done by staff over the past month.   
 

b. Asheville Buncombe Food Policy Council; Mary Ellen Lough.  
This item was not discussed at this meeting. 
 

c. SERA Presentation on PAYT Survey 
Mr. Frank McGowan explained the background of PAYT proposal and what city staff has recommended. 
Mr. McGowan then introduced consultant, Lisa Skumatz and described what work is being done by the 
consultant. Ms. Lisa Skumatz provided members with a presentation on the Asheville PAYT Options. This 
presentation provided an overview of the project’s objectives and a description the survey that was 
completed. The presentation also included a brief summary of preliminary results from the survey. 
Members discussed these findings and the survey population’s representation of Asheville. The 
presentation also displayed the differences between a bag and can based program and the possible 
impacts and costs of each. Members also discussed the involvement of renters, ways to have cost 
savings and other types of programs. Mr. McGowan continued the discussion with reviewing the 
timeline of the release of the survey results, a future public information session and presenting the 
findings to PED. 

3.   UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

a. Update: Community Clean Energy Policy & Modernization Letter to Duke; Sonia Marcus   

Members discussed the Community Clean Energy Framework. Vice Chair, Sonja Marcus provided an 
update to members concerning the framework and the involvement of the Mayor in communications 

http://intranet.ashevillenc.gov/Portals/1/images/general/commimages/ready/citylogo-flatbluePNG.png


and engagement with Duke. The policy framework was presented at PED and it was decided that public 
officials should meet with Duke and make sure everyone is on the same page. Members hope to draft 
a letter from the Mayor to request to talk about the partnership with the City and Duke as well as an 
interest in engaging in the modernization plan. Councilwoman Wisler further explains the next steps as 
outlined by PED. Members then reviewed a draft of the letter to Duke and discussed language changes. 
The timeframe of passing the letter along to the Mayor and to Council was also discussed. 

3.   NEW BUSINESS  

a. SACEE Retreat Prep  
Members discussed the timing of the meeting to plan for 2016 and to get priorities ready for Council.  
 

b. Governance: Officers & By-Laws 
It is time for SACEE to change officer positions. John Noor will be stepping in as Vice Chair and Sonja 
Marcus will be stepping in as Chair. Mr. O’Conner made a motion to have the new officers to start in 
their positions at the next SACEE meeting. Ms. Fisher seconded. Motion was approved unanimously. 
 
It was decided by members that due to time, the by-laws will be discussed at the next SACEE meeting.  
 

1. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mr. Rick Clemenzi discussed PACE and funding that is available. Members then discussed ways to 
implement PACE and NC legislation and how cities and counties would implement. Ms. Weaver 
discussed the law and that staff is trying to figure out how to implement that law. Mr. Clemenzi further 
provided a history of PACE, its legislative background and factors. Other states and how laws differ was 
also discussed but it was suggested that PACE be put in the agenda for another SACEE meeting. Mr. 
Clemenzi moved forward with the presentation of a graphic from DOE that shows the total energy 
consumption in the country and discussed programs to get net zero ready. Mr. Clemenzi thinks that 
programs like PACE could help in transformation and fundamental change.  
 

6.   ADJOURN 
Chair Grey adjourned the meeting at 5:06 PM without objection. 


