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The North Carolina Gang Investigators Association
(NCGIA) and the Partnership for a Gang Free NC (GFNC)
understands the devastating impact that gangs and gang
related activities have on our communities in North
Carolina. The NCGIA and GFNC works with schools,
community organizations and other law enforcement
agencies throughout NC in combating gangs.

The NCGIA and GFNC has enhanced inter-
agency information sharing and the exchange of

criminal intelligence, legislative activism, citizen and
community awareness, innovative anti-gang strategies
and operational tactics, and by providing professional
education and training, we play a significant role in
creating a safer environment for residents of and visitors of
North Carolina to this state.

"The most effective tool against GANGS is
cooperation: the efforts of ALL Law Enforcement
agencies with the assistance, support, and
understanding of the citizens of our communities in
North Carolina." - Mark Bridgeman, President of NCGIA

The printing of this publication was funded, in part from the North Carolina Governot’s Crime
Commission, Grant #026-1-04-024-AD-672 and the NCGIA
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The information and graphics displayed in this
pamphlet is intended to assist citizens in North Carolina
in identifying gang symbols, graffiti and practices. The
information was obtained from sources which to the best
of our knowledge are authentic and reliable. We make
no guarantee of results and assume no liability in
connection with either the information contained herein.
It is not our intention to encourage persecution of any
single person, group, organization or religion who are
free to express themselves under the First Amendment of
the United States Constitution. This text should be used
only as a general guide and not as an ultimate source of
identification of all gang symbols and practices.
Furthermore, this text contains information that may only
be current up to the printing date.

Because of the nature of gang activity and
practices that fluctuate over time and distance, we urge
you to learn as much as possible from all other sources
about gang symbols and practices for your own
protection. Visit reliable web sites that are sponsored by
governmental agencies or gang investigators associations
such as the North Carolina Gang Investigators
Association’s web site at www.ncgangcops.org or the

Partnership for a Gang Free NC at www.gangfreenc.com.
It is not our purpose to reprint all of the information
available to us regarding this subject matter. The purpose
of this information is to educate and inform and we
hereby disclaim responsibility or liability to any person
or entity with respect to any loss of damage caused or
alleged to be caused, directly or indirectly by the
information contained in this text.
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The North Carolina Street Gang Suppression Act under
Article 13A was enacted into the law on December 1,
2008 in an effort to protect North Carolinians against
gangs and their criminal behavior.

§ 14-50.16. Pattern of criminal street gang activity

As used in this Article, "criminal street gang" or "street
gang" means any ongoing organization, association, or
group of three or more persons, whether formal or
informal, that:

Has as one of its primary activities the commission of one
or more felony offenses, or delinquent acts that would be
felonies if committed by an adult;

Has three or more members individually or collectively
engaged in, or who have engaged in, criminal street gang
activity; and

May have a common name, common identifying sign or
symbol.

The NC Street Gang Suppression Act addresses many
issues that were not previously covered under the General
Statues and are now felonies. The following are
examples;

§ 14-50.17. Soliciting; encouraging participation
§14-50.18. Soliciting; encouraging participation of a
minor.

§14-50.19. Threats to deter from gang withdrawal.
§14-50.20. Threats of punishment or retaliation.

§ 14-34.9. Discharging a firearm from within an
enclosure
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The North Carolina Governor’s Crime Commission
has a long history dating back to 1999 in conducting gang

assessments. The following are results of the assessment
that was published in 2008.

=

)
=
)

=

550 gangs across 62 counties

Average county having nine gangs

550 gangs have a total of 14,500 members
Average gang consisting of 26 members

449 gangs have links with larger groups or with
gangs outside of the state.

520 gangs for which age data were available 30
were exclusively youth gangs

It is estimated from limited data there could be
between 29,000 and 41,300 gang members in
North Carolina in 2012 based on NC GCC re-
search models.

Age Ranges

Reports of Ages 6 — 70

Average age youngest gang member 15 years
old

Average age oldest gang member 27 years old
Significant levels 13 — 15 yrs old

Highest among 16 — 24 yrs old.

Visit the NC GCC web site to view all the North Carolina
Gang Assessments at http://www.nccrimecontrol.org.
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Gang members communicate in

many different ways. Speech is
the most obvious; however, gang
members also make use of
nonverbal methods of exchanging
thoughts. Graffiti, hand signs,
colors, and tattoos are indicators
of gang affiliation.

Gang members have their own
language, which contains phrases,
hand signs, tattoos, markings and
graffiti. These often overlap. As a
parent, you may not recognize
them right away. The items listed
as Identifiers in this booklet
include types of clothing young
people might wear, tattoos and
other markings. The items listed
as Phrases are expressions young
people might say to each other or
write on their school notebooks.
As a parent, you should
familiarize yourself with them, so
that you will be alert to them.

Street gangs are targeting young

people at an earlier and earlier
age. It is critical that you be able
to recognize the signs of gang
involvement.  This booklet is
designed to help parents, teachers,
and community members spot
gang activity in their families,

schools and communities. The
pages that follow provide you
with vivid descriptions that you
can use to identify gang
activity. If you spot any of these
signs, there are professionals
available to help you.

Why Do NC Kids
Join Gangs?

There are many individual

reasons why kids will join a
gang. The following are some
reasons:

Identity or recognition.
Protection

Sense of belonging
Peer Pressure

Low self esteem
Intimidation

Sense of status or
respect

Living in a gang
infested community

L I R

U

= Related to  gang
members
Thrill seeking

Uy

Financial opportunities
from illegal activity
= Media influence
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The Gangs of the
Tarheel State

This informational booklet will

feature the most common gangs
that have been identified through
various sources that are active in
North Carolina communities.

From the mountains to the coast,

criminal street gangs have been
documented in North Carolina.
Once thought to be a big city
problem, gangs have spread to the
small cities, towns and counties.

Are Gangs in our

Schools too?

December 2008, the NC

Department of Public Instruction
published a “Report to the Joint
Legislative Education Oversite
Committee” on “Street Gang
Prevention and Intervention”. All
of the 115 school systems in NC
were  surveyed  with 114
responded in a census of School
Resource Officers.

The following are some key
findings;

= 67% stated that there was a
gang presence in one or
more schools in their
district

= Gang presence has been
identified in 568 schools
(24%), with one school
system declining to report

= 64% of High Schools have
a gang presence

= 59% of Alternative Schools
have a gang presence

= 49% of Middle Schools
have a gang presence

= 31% of Other Schools i.e.
Non-traditional High
Schools, Early colleges, and
Special Schools
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History:The original Bloods were formed in the early 1970’s to
provide protection from the CriC'ps street gang in Los Angeles,
CA.

“Bloods”, a universal term used to identify both the West Coast

Bloods and the United Blood Nation (UBN). While these groups
are traditionally distinct entities, as they both identify themselves
as “Blood ”

The United Blood Nation (UBN) is an East Coast entity which
started in 1993 in New York City.

Membership/Hierarchy: Each set of the Bloods has its own
leadership, although some Blood sets have been known to
coordinate criminal activities for different sets across states.

Location: Blood sets have been identified throughout NC.

Criminal Activity: The Bloods main source of income is from the
distribution of drugs. However, gang members have been known
to be involved in robberies, auto theft, prostitution, homicide,
drive-bys, and money laundering.

Gang Identifiers:

* The five-pointed star in
tattoos or graffiti showing
affiliation to the People
Nation

Handsigns
* “Damu” meaning ‘Blood’

in Swabhili in graffiti, tattoos

and other forms of AN AR

communication

* Burn marks in the shape of a
dog paw

* Colors: Red, and wearing
apparel of professional teams
such as the Philadelphia
Phillies, San Francisco 49ers,
and the Chicago Bulls.
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History: The Crips street gang was established in Los Angeles in
the early 1970s by Raymond Lee Washington, now deceased.
Stanley Tookie Williams, referred to as the Crips’ co-founder, was
executed at San-Quetin.

Membership/Hierarchy: The Crips consist primarily of African-
American males. According to the NDIC there are approximately
35,000 Crips members throughout the United States. Crips have
no charter or national hierarchy. They are, instead, a loose
association of local, self-governing "sets". These sets determine
their own name and formal structure. Crip Set structures may vary
from no formal leadership, to a hierarchy consisting of a leader,
lieutenants, drug coordinators, soldiers, and drug couriers.

Location: Crips are one of the largest gangs in NC and numerous
sets can be found throughout North Carolina. Crips in NC and the
East Coast are loosely aligned with Folk Nation gangs.

Gang Identifiers: The Crips dominant color is Blue.

Most Crips "represent" to the right by

tilting their hats to the right side, wearing blue-colored laces on
the right shoe, and rolling up the right pant's leg, etc. Crips may
use the letter “C” in writings replacing the letter “B”. Crips’
symbols include the six-pointed star which represents Life,
Loyalty, Love, Knowledge, Wisdom, and Understanding.

Criminal Activities: Crips primary source of income is from
narcotics distribution. Crips are also involved in drive-by
shootings, theft, prostitution, and violent crimes.

Branded with a
coat hanger
“Crip for Life”

C’s up B’s down

10
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Also known as: Folk

History: Folk Nation began as an affiliation of Chicago street
gangs in the 1980s that were allies of the Gangster Disciples. The
increased number of gang members entering the Chicago prison
population created a need for immediate means of identifying
allies from rivals.

Membership/Hierarchy: Folk Nation is not a gang itself; rather,
it is one of the nation’s two major alliances of street gangs. Major
Folk gangs include Gangster Disciples, Black Gangster Disciples,
Insane Gangster Disciples La Raza, various factions of the
Disciples Nation. Folk Nation maintains a charter and a strict code
of conduct driven by the “All for One and One for All”
philosophy. Though not considered a traditional Folk Nation gang,
some Crips sets may show alliance to Folk Nation Gangs.

Location: There are many Folk Nation gangs that exist throughout
in North Carolina and the United States.

Criminal Activities: Folk Nation gangs are similar to any other
gang, cumulatively involved in a myriad of criminal activity,
including violent crime, auto theft, fraud, money laundering,
weapons trafficking, home invasion, burglary, extortion, and drug
trafficking.

Gang Identifiers: Within Folk Nation, individual gangs maintain
their own identifiers but use some common symbols to identify
their affiliation with the alliance. Note: Crip sets throughout North
Carolina use the Gangster Disciple/ Folk Nation signs, symbols
and terminology as their own or develop a hybrid between the two

gangs.

. RV
= 6 pointed star =
= Pitchfork i @Uﬁg
= Heart (alone or with wings, devil’s tail, and/or horns) éb } FE%
= Number 6 b
= “BOS” or “BOSS”
= Wear everything to the right (caps, bandannas, belt buckles, rolled

pants leg, jewelry)/communicate with right hand

6 pointed star

Tattoo on chest

11
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Also known as: People

History: People Nation began as an affiliation of Chicago street
gangs in the 1980s. As with the Folk Nation alliance, many of
these groups formed as a method of protection within the prison
system. People Nation is one of the two major Chicago-based
street gang alliances. People Nation gangs that are located in
North Carolina include Latin Kings and Vice Lords

Membership/Hierarchy:, Spanish Lords, El Rukns, Bishops,
Gaylords,

Latin Counts, and Kents. People Nation maintains a charter and
a strict code of conduct driven by the “All is All” and “All is
Well” philosophies.

Location: People Nation gangs are located in many jurisdictions
throughout North Carolina and exist nationwide.

Criminal Activity: People Nation gangs are cumulatively
involved in a myriad of criminal activity, including violent
crime, auto theft, fraud, money laundering, weapons trafficking,
home invasion, burglary, extortion, and drug trafficking.

Gang Identifiers: Each gang maintains their own identifiers but
as with the Folk Nation, the gangs also use symbols to identify
their affiliation with the alliance.

5 pointed star and the number 5
Crown
Crescent
Pyramid
Dice

LUy
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Also known as: Sur, Surefio, Sur Trece, Sur 13

History: The term Surefio (meaning southerner) originated in the
1960’s in the California prison system. Throughout the 1990’s
until present day, as the Hispanic population grew, the Surefios
have significantly increased their numbers in North Carolina and
is one of the largest gangs in the state.

Membership/Hierarchy: Surefios have no national or statewide
structure or hierarchy; each Surefio gang is an independent entity
most often led by a “shotcaller” who delegates responsibilities,
organizes criminal activities, oversees meetings, and is the person
in direct communication with La Eme. Surefios who prove their
worth as soldiers may eventually be recruited and inducted into
the elite organization of La Eme.

Criminal Activity: Surefios are involved in a host of criminal
activities that include but are not limited to: drugs, weapons, and
human trafficking, murder, theft, assault, vandalism, carjacking;
extortion, theft, document fraud, illegal gaming, prostitution,
home invasions, and robbery.

Location: Surefios is one of the largest Hispanic based gangs in
North Carolina and can be found extensively throughout the state.
Due largely to their ties to Mexican Drug Trafficking
Organizations (MDTOs) and to the illegal status held by many,
Surefios are known to have presence south of the border.

Gang Identifiers:

= Mainly blue, but may also be seen wearing
gray, black, white, and brown colors.

= 13, X3, XIII; the Mayan symbol for 13;
and trece, the Spanish word for 13.

= 3 dots for mi vida loca, Spanish for my crazy
life; the cholo; laugh now/cry later theater
faces.

13



Latin Kings

Top of Sheet

Also known as: Almighty Latin King Nation (ALKN), Almighty
Latin King and Queen Nation (ALKQN)

History: The Latin Kings formed in Chicago in the mid-1960’s
with the goal of helping Puerto Rican immigrants overcome racial
prejudice by forming an organization of “Kings.”

Membership/Hierarchy: The Latin Kings are highly organized
and gang leadership exists at the national, regional, and local
levels. Membership is governed by a manifesto and constitution
with established rules and by-laws. 4F——-
The gang originally consisted of
predominantly Puerto Rican males,
but currently have members of
various nationalities. Some Latin
King chapters also have female
associates, commonly referred to as
Latin Queens.

Lenior County, NC

Location: While active in 34 states,
the Latin Kings can be found primarily
in many North Carolina rural and urban
jurisdictions.
Criminal  Activity: Latin King
members are particularly ruthless and
are involved in a myriad of criminal
activity, including the distribution and
sale of drugs, weapons trafficking,
murder, assault, armed robbery,
kidnapping, burglary, auto theft, money
laundering, extortion, racketeering, public
corruption and intimidation, and alien
smuggling.

Gang Identifiers:

= S-pointed crown

= Graffiti: a lion wearing a crown; 5-
pointed crown accompanied by the
initials “LK”; Amor de Rey or “ADR,”
“1-4-18”, Amor de Corona, or “ADC”

= Colors: Black and Gold (yellow), red, and
green

14
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Also known as: Calle 18, Mara 18, M-18, Barrio 18, La 18, Dieciocho

History: The 18th Street Gang was founded by undocumented Mexican
immigrants and youths of mixed Mexican ancestry in the 1960s near 18th
Street and Union Avenue in the Rampart area of Los Angeles, CA.

Membership/Hierarchy: This gang networks via personal contacts
throughout North Carolina, the United States, Mexico, and Central
America. Individual sets are called cliques. There is no central leadership or
hierarchy. Although Mexican immigrants primarily account for the gang’s
current numbers, membership is open to individuals of other ethnicities.
The racial and ethnic makeup of a particular gang is typically influenced by
the demographics of the region in which the gang operates. This inclusive
practice allows 18th Street to recruit successfully throughout North
Carolina, the United States and internationally.

Location: 18th Street has been identified throughout North Carolina in
rural and urban locations, in 36 states and the District of Columbia, as well
as Mexico, & Central America.

Criminal Activity: _
Members of the 18th Street
Gang are involved various
crimes including: narcotics
sales,  homicide, rape,
assault, automobile theft,
document fraud, burglary,
robbery, illegal possession
of  firearms,  extortion,
prostitution, vandalism, and
illegal immigration.

Gang Identifiers:

= Graffiti: Mayan
numerology for the
number 18, XVIII,
XV3,

Dieciocho, 666

Colors: Black, silver,

Uy

blue, and occasionally
red

15
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Also known as: La Mara Salvatrucha, MS-13

History: Salvadoran nationals came from war-torn El Salvador in
the 1970s and 1980s and settled in the Rampart area of Los Angeles,
CA, where they integrated with other Hispanic immigrants. These
Salvadoran immigrants established the gang in the early 1980s in
response to continued persecution by other Hispanic gangs. The
“13” in MS-13 was adopted after MS aligned under the “Surefio”
(meaning southern in Spanish) umbrella to demonstrate its
allegiance to the Mexican Mafia.

Membership/Hierarchy: MS-13 gangs consist of numerous sets
called “cliques.” Some cliques are highly structured and organized;
however, most have little formal structure. Although MS-13 cliques
generally function independently of each other, they are well-
networked and pose a serious threat to communities in North
Carolina, the United States and abroad.

Location: MS 13 is very active in North Carolina and in 42 states
and the District of Columbia. MS-13 cliques exist in El Salvador,
Honduras, Guatemala, Mexico, Belize, Costa Rica, Nicaragua and
Panama.

Criminal  Activity: MS-13
engages in a wide range of
criminal activities, including
drug distribution, prostitution,
immigration offenses, theft, and
vandalism. MS-13 perpetrates
violence ranging from assaults to
homicides, using fi rearms,
machetes, or blunt objects to
intimidate rival gangs, law
enforcement personnel, and the
general public.

Gang Identifiers:

= Devil’s Pitchfork

= Graffiti: Devil’s Pitchfork,
Clique initials, MS-13, Mara
Salvatrucha

= Blue, white, black colors

16
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Also Known As: TRG (Tiny Rascal Gang), Asian Boy Crips,
Asian Boy Bloods

History: The most recognizable Asian Gangs in America are de-
fined as Tiny Rascal Gang, Boys In Style and Asian Boyz. Asian
Gangs are not turf orientated like many other street gangs. The
most problematic Asian gang in North Carolina and the United
States is the Tiny Rascal Gang (TRG). They are represented by
the wearing of blue and grey rags/bandanas. The Asian versions
of the Crips and Bloods are also common but not aligned with the
Traditional or Non-Traditional Crips and Bloods from the West
Coast or East Coast.

Membership/Hierarchy: Asian Gangs are not structured like
mid-west or east coast gangs. Asian Gangs leadership is linear by
design, to assist in insulation of members for reasons of prosecu-
tion.

Location: Asian Gangs are organized in cities and communities
where there are large Asian speaking communities to include
Charlotte, Greensboro as well as many other urban and rural juris-
dictions. Asians as a grouping will include but not be limited to
Laotian, Cambodian, Viet- PN
namese, Chinese, Koreans
and Pilipino.

Criminal Activity: Asian
Gang members are involved
in home invasions, robberies
of commercial businesses,
murder, extortion and drugs.

Gang Identifiers: Asian
Gang Member’s tattoos vary
from coast to coast consisting
of dragons, panthers, tigers,
flying eagles and sailing @ o—
ships. Burn marks are also =y

used as gang identifiers by
this group.

Tiny Rascal Gangsters — Greensboro NC

Asian Boy Bloods — Western NC

17
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An outlaw motorcycle gang (OMG) is an organization whose
members use their motorcycle club as a conduit for criminal
enterprises. The three major OMGs operating in North Carolina
are the Hell’s Angels, Outlaws and Pagans.

A

A principal source of income for most OMGs is
derived from producing, smuggling,
transporting, and distributing illicit drugs,
methamphetamine, marijuana, cocaine,
pharmaceuticals, and other dangerous drugs
such as PCP and MDMA.

The threat posed by OMGs is heightened by the violence
associated with their efforts to control and expand illegal drug
operations. OMG members engage in violent activities including
assault, extortion, attempted murder, murder-for-hire, murder,
weapons and explosives violations, and witness intimidation.
Other criminal activities conducted by OMG members in
conjunction with their drug operations include vehicle and vehicle
parts theft, fraud, money laundering, and prostitution operations.

OMG'’s often wear colors that identify the club.

TR
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Also known as (separately): Skinheads, Neo-Nazis, Ku Klux
Klan, Aryan Brotherhood, New Black Panther Party

History: Extremist and White Supremacist groups emerged early
on in American history as proponents of white racial superiority
but became notorious in the 1960s with the rise of the Ku Klux
Klan in the South and the Aryan Brotherhood in prison systems.

Membership/Hierarchy: While there is no single organizational
grouping of all of the white supremacist groups, the most
prominent in NC include the Aryan Nation, Aryan Brotherhood,
American Nazi Party, Ku Klux Klan, Skinheads, Nazi Low
Riders, White Aryan Resistance, Aryan Warriors, and Public
Enemy Number One. Membership in white supremacy gangs is
very fluid and belonging to multiple gangs is not uncommon.
Most white supremacists are Caucasian males but there is a
growing Caucasian female population.

Location: Various locations throughout North Carolina.

Criminal Activity: White supremacist and Extremists gangs are
very violent and involved in a number of criminal activities,
including violent crime, property crime, fraud, extortion, auto
theft, burglary, identity theft, weapons and drug trafficking.

Visit the following websites for more information regarding these
groups.

= www.adl.org
= www.splcenter.org
Gang Identifiers:

= Celtic cross

1‘; _
= Ku Klux Klan
blood drop
Nazi swastika
Shaved heads
Tattoos of the words “Skins,”Aryans,”
AB?”, lightening blots, or other variations
of gang names
AR

udJl
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Hybrid or Non-Traditional Gangs

Hybrid gangs are more frequently encountered in most North
Carolina communities in which gang activity has emerged since
the late 1990s. These gangs may have several of the following
characteristics: a mixture of racial/ethnic groups, male and female
members, display symbols and graffiti of different gangs, or have
members who sometimes switch from one gang to another.

Hybrid or Non-Traditional gangs tend to have the following
features:

= Local gangs may adopt the symbols of large gangs in more
than one city. For example, a locally based gang named
after the Crips may also use symbols from the Chicago
Gangster Disciples.

= Gang members may change their affiliation from one gang
to another.

= It is not uncommon for a gang member to claim multiple
affiliations, sometimes involving rival gangs.

= Existing gangs may change their names or suddenly merge
with other gangs to form new gangs.

= Gang members who relocate to North Carolina from other
areas from the United States, Mexico and Central America
may align themselves with a local gang that has no ties to
their original gang.

= Youth in North Carolina often “cut and paste” bits of
Hollywood’s media images and big-city gang lore into new
local versions.

= Other hybrids are homegrown and
consider themselves to be distinct
entities with no alliance to groups such
as the Bloods/ Crips .

Hybrid Hispanic gangs

Factions of Hispanic gangs are known throughout North
Carolicrucial to know the origins and rivalries of Hispanic gangs.
Transient Hispanic gangs may continue their animosity with rivals
in other parts of the country and engage in violent encounters with
local Hispanic gangs. This phenomenon is more common with
Hispanic gangs than with other types of
gangs. Hispanic gang members tend to be
more loyal and traditional in supporting their
gang, even when in transit or when relocating
to other parts of the country.

20
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Gangs Across North Carolina

This publication has provided a basic overview of gangs in the
Tarheel State. The following graphics indicate where the gangs are
located in NC counties as reported in surveys. It is important to
recognize that some jurisdictions did not report any data on gang
activity; this does not indicate a lack a gang activity.

21
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