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Recreation Advisory Board 

January 14, 2013 
 
Members Present 
Mildred Nance-Carson 
John Parrish 
Todd Dunnick 
Barry Mundt 
Jordan Veale 
Wayne Wheeler 
Josh O'Conner 
Hutch Kerns 
 
Council Present 
Cecil Bothwell 
 
Staff Present 
Debbie Ivester, Assistant Director 
Roderick Simmons, Director 
Abigail Riley, Special Projects Coordinator 
Alex Carmichael, Temporary Special Projects Coordinator 
Amy Rickman, Recreation Superintendent 
Sandra Travis, Festivals Supervisor 
Mark Halstead, Athletic Director 
Christy Bass, Interim Superintendent of Business Services 
Al Kopf, Parks, Planning & Development Superintendent 
 
Guests Present 
Mike Rottjakob, Asheville Buncombe Youth Soccer Association Executive Director 
Aileen Sutton, Asheville Women's Rugby 
Kimberly Brewster, Friends of the Nature Center 
 
 
1. Approval of December Minutes 
 
Barry asked if the number of people who visit the Montford Park Players' performances was 
correct because 10,000 seems like a low number. Debbie said she would ask John Russell of the 
Montford Park Players to clarify. 
 
John moved to approve the December minutes. It was seconded by Mildred. All voted to 
approve, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
2. Presentation: Asheville Buncombe Youth Soccer Association 
 
ABYSA was formed in 1981. At its inception, soccer was new to the community and the 
facilities were basic. Due to these inadequate facilities, it was difficult for teams to come to 
Asheville to play. Thus, the competitive soccer players in the area were traveling all over the 
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state. Over the past 25 years, the sport grew and in 1999 ABYSA and the City entered into an 
agreement to become a very effective public/private partnership. The John B. Lewis Soccer 
Complex opened, which enticed more people to want to play soccer in Asheville. In addition, it 
changed how ABYSA provided programming to families and children. It improved the quality of 
programming and created the capacity to control programming.  
 
The single most important factor to a child's positive experience is how the adults behave. With 
this complex, it aided in educating the parents and helping the children, and did wonders for the 
face of soccer. ABYSA served 5,104 kids last year and served to 2,000 adult soccer players in 
the adult association with 12 full time staff, 340 recreation volunteer coaches, and 45,000 hours 
in volunteer service.  
 
It is important to ABYSA to make programming accessible to all children in the community. The 
organization distributed $94,000 in financial aid last year. Soccer is always free for children who 
are on Medicaid or receive free lunch at school, with a sliding scale for those children who pay 
reduced lunch prices. The financial barrier isn't the only barrier for some children. Transportation 
and the ability of parents to get children involved in youth sports is another significant barrier. 
The organization hired an outreach coordinator five years ago and since served 582 children in 
the outreach program. The majority of the children in the program are children that live in 
Asheville's public housing neighborhoods. 
 
Children who play team sports are more likely to exercise as adults. Staff and coaches aim to 
entice children to get involved in the organization's Soccer in Schools program. The program's 
goal is to inspire kids to tell parents they want to play soccer. ABYSA visited 42 schools last 
year, totaling 1,300 hours of instruction in schools. 
 
Soccer also has a great economic impact in Asheville. The complex and facilities hosted 
weekend tournaments, which created approximately 5,000 hotel nights (over $3 million as 
calculated by the Chamber and Visitor's Bureau).  
 
Despite the growth and scope of the organization, ABYSA faces some challenges. The seven 
year old artificial turf at the John B. Lewis Soccer complex will need to be replaced in the near 
future due to its ten year life expectancy. The cost to replace the turf is $2 million. The addition 
of lights in the complex increased usage of the park by 60 percent, which is almost at capacity. 
The organization hired a development director for sponsorship and fundraising to help raise 
money for the turf replacement. Mike emphasized the difficulty in this, but he looks forward to 
working with the City to identify a plan to replace the turf in a timely manner. 
 
Wayne asked about the traffic issues with Azalea Road. Mike said the City has a plan to 
restructure the road. Roderick said there will be a new access to the complex. Public Works has a 
plan in place to build a new bridge that crosses the river that opens to the parking lot by the first 
soccer field. The plan includes bike lanes and sidewalks. It will also increase accessibility to 
Recreation Park and the Western North Carolina Nature Center from the complex.  
 
Wayne asked about the cost for a child to play without the supplement. It costs $75 for a season. 
It includes 12 weeks of games and practices for children seven years old through high school. 
For children younger than seven, it costs $65. There is a discount of $10 per child when a family 
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has three or more children participating. This price does not include the uniform. ABYSA 
provides a full range of services with these fees, but it is still important to the organization to 
remain affordable. It is important to work with the City to keep it affordable.  
 
Cecil said he has heard complaints from parents that the travel is excessive. Mike said there is 
more travel in the Classic program. Staff has investigated purchasing and using a bus, but the 
cost, insurance and logistics make it prohibitive. Families frequently carpool, and are encouraged 
to do so by ABYSA. Families make arrangements to travel by bus or 15 passenger vans.  
 
Cecil asked if scholarships are available in the Classic program. The average financial award in 
the Classic program is $590 per season. Financial aid is raised through scholarships and 
fundraising. It is not raised by a subsidy from the fees. 
 
Hutch asked if there are currently 6,400 participants, can the current complex hold a 10,000 
participant capacity. Mike said no; the facilities are currently at capacity. The fields are 
completely booked until the lights need to be turned off. There is a little room for growth if they 
begin to utilize the Buncombe County Sports Park, but its capacity is not much more.  Mike said 
the artificial turf is the best way to address a significant increase in capacity at the Buncombe 
County Sports Park. More artificial turf fields and field lighting is critical to growing program 
capacity.  
 
Mike ended his presentation with a thank you to two City of Asheville staff that work with 
ABYSA to make the partnership a success: Mark Halstead and Mike Soesbe, who do an 
excellent job of maintaining the fields and take pride in their work. 
 
3. Presentation: Asheville Rugby Football Club 
 
Aileen Sutton, Vice President of the women's side of the Asheville Rugby Football Club 
(ARFC), opened her presentation, and introduced senior coach Pat Dennehy. The club, founded 
in 1982, has hosted an annual tournament for the past 18 years that coincides with the Bele Chere 
weekend. ARFC is a coed club with 30 to 45 men and 20 to 35 women members. Both genders 
are represented in the club. The club hosts clinics and tournaments throughout the season that 
bring approximately 500 people to Asheville from other communities. 
 
ARFC is a member of USA Rugby that has over 100,000 members with a significant increase in 
the past five years, especially in the youth division. Fees support the overall development of 
rugby. In 2016, rugby sevens (a variant of rugby made up of seven players instead of the usual 
15 players) will be played in the Olympics for the first time since 1924. The club plans to start a 
successful youth program that reaches out to high school students. The goals of the club are to 
have Asheville be more competitive, host additional tournaments, continue to support the college 
club teams in town, send more players to the regional all-star tryouts, be financially sustainable, 
and continue to find avenues to give back to the community. 
 
Wayne asked where they play. They play at Carrier Park, ball fields, the John B. Lewis Soccer 
Complex, and wherever else they can get a field.  
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John asked if the club has a website. There are two: ashevillerugby.com and 
ashevilleowmensrugby.org 
 
Aileen urged everyone to check out a match.  
 
4. Recreation Advisory Board 2012 Annual Report 
 
Wayne presented the 2012 Annual Report. Josh moved to approve the report. It was seconded by 
John. All approved it, and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Hutch asked when the annual report would be going to City Council. Debbie said it is due to the 
City Clerk by January 31. Every few years, Council invites each board to make a presentation on 
their annual report and their goals. This year, Wayne will be making the presentation to Council 
in March. Staff will be working with Wayne and Hutch over the next few weeks to prepare for 
the presentation. 
 
5. Director's Report 
 
Greenways 
Council approved staff to enter into contracts for the designs of the Town Branch and Clingman 
Forest Greenways, and design work is expected to be complete in October. Once design is 
complete, the greenways will be shovel-ready. Staff is currently working on an agreement with 
the University of North Carolina at Asheville Foundation for continuation of the Reed Creek 
Greenway.  
 
Grants 
Staff is writing four grants: 1) Parks and Recreation Trails Fund (PARTF) for construction of the 
spray ground, playground, and part of Town Branch Greenway at the Dr. Wesley Grant, Sr. 
Southside Center, 2) Recreation Trails Program (RTP) for the Beaucatcher Greenway 
construction, 3) Tourism Product Development Fund for the River to Ridge Initiative, and 4) 
Community Development Block Grant for spray ground and playground construction at the Dr. 
Wesley Grant, Sr. Southside Center. Roderick will present the River to Ridge Initiative at next 
month's meeting. 
 
Budget 
Staff is preparing the fiscal year 2013 - 2014 budget. They are reviewing service delivery 
models. Roderick will bring any potential impacts from these discussions to the Board. 
 
Carrier Park 
The parking lot along Amboy Road at Carrier Park is placed in such a way that it is difficult to 
see traffic as one pulls out. Public Works is working to improve the situation at Carrier Park. 
Work will commence when the weather turns warm. The goal of this project is to keep cars 
parking in the lot and not on the street. A letter was sent to DOT. 
 
Mildred asked if there was an update on the Mountain Housing issue on Choctaw Street along 
Town Branch Greenway. Roderick said Mountain Housing approached the City approximately 
six years ago since it had federal funds for housing; however, they found another project. 
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Instead, that area along the greenway will be designed to manage storm water runoff and open-
space park development.  
 
John asked what the LEED certification meant. Roderick said it is a sustainability award, and the 
City received the highest level for its construction of the Dr. Wesley Grant, Sr. Southside Center.  
 
Wayne inquired to the status of the Thomas Wolfe Cabin. Al said the Asheville Preservation 
Society will soon be reporting to him on the status.  
 
Mildred inquired to the status of the signage at the Dr. Wesley Grant, Sr. Southside Center. 
Roderick said the sign is in this year's budget, and that the project is in the work plan of the soon-
to-be hired Landscape Architect position.  
 
6. Reports 
 
Bele Chere Board 
 
Roderick said that the Downtown Association has asked the City to consider changing the dates 
of the festival. Staff has not yet received a proposal from the Association, but staff will discuss 
the issue with the Downtown Association when a proposal is received. He said that a change in 
the dates of Bele Chere will help to fill hotel rooms in the off-season. He will report back to the 
Board as the conversations begin and he knows more. 
 
Cecil added that downtown businesses want the City to change the dates of the festival so as not 
to interfere with their summer business.  
 
Asheville Area Riverfront Redevelopment Commission 
 
Wayne said the Commission voted to recommend demolition of the ice plant. In the long term, 
the Commission is exploring a riverfront park around the New Belgium site and how to 
restructure Amboy Road to allow pedestrian traffic. The Commission's goals for the coming year 
are to create a website, develop a strategic plan, and monitor progress in the area.  
 
7. Other Business 
 
Debbie announced that the Recreation Advisory Board will be making their presentation to 
Council on March 26th.  The Public Art and Cultural Commission will be making their 
presentation to Council on March 12th. 
 
8. Adjournment 
 
Hutch moved to adjourn the meeting. It was seconded by Barry. All voted to approve it, and the 
motion passed unanimously.  
 
Wayne adjourned the meeting at 1:34pm. 


