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Proposed Recommendations for Public Art
For the RADTIP Section of the Wilma Dykeman Riverway

Asheville, North Carolina
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This iconic piece of public art will project an exciting future 
for the district. It’s recommended that this piece be bold 
and aspirational. The piece should be the statement piece 
that welcomes people to the RAD. It should also 
communicate that the district is invested in its artists and 
broader community. 

The custom swing panels and gateway structure are to be 
unifying and artistic in design. The swings will serve as a 
river overlook point on the new sidewalk along Riverside 
Drive. The gateway will serve as a main entry point to a 
new community plaza located between Riverside Drive and 
a paved greenway.

This bench will be a functional 
piece of public art in a highly 
trafficked area. The community 
bench should serve as a place for 
people to gather and hang out on a 
unique and artful structure.

The pieces are to be functional and 
artistic. The benches will allow for views 
across the river and are strategically 
located to enhance place-making 
opportunities along the corridor.

There are opportunities to artfully tell the history of the RAD 
in unexpected places. The concept for the historic 
storytelling element is to use the sidewalk to tell the story of 
the RAD in a way that marks key points in history along the 
walkway.

The handrail will represent an 
opportunity for a functional piece of 
public art that will lead people along 
Riverside Drive and Lyman Street safely. 
The handrail panels should be 
customized and designed by an artist so 
they are a unique and artful element. 

This large-scale piece will be placed near a new river access point, 
and should focus on identifying the connection between art and 
the natural environment. It will be visible from the road, sidewalk 
and greenway. This artwork can also be a landmark visible from the 
water so that river goers can see the take-out point as they come 
down the river.

Artful play recommendations include a recreation grove. Up to a dozen vertical support 
poles can be installed and provide opportunities for users to attach hammocks, slack 
lines, nets and other objects. Other recommendations include installation of structures 
that can be used in different interactive ways. Suggested uses include climbing, sitting, 
riding by skateboards or roller blades, imaginative play, balancing and other types of 
playful interaction.

It is recommended that Public Art help expand 
natural pollinator habitats and educational 
opportunities. A bee hotel is a structure that 
provides a habitat for bees beyond the 
traditional hive setting. Bee hotels increase 
bee survival and can be interactive 
educational features within the district. 

The project should focus on building 
connections with people, artists and the 
surrounding communities. Possible mural 
themes include wayfinding along the river, 
local food system and pollinator concepts, 
and the importance of the river’s health 
and ecosystem.

The community table will be a bustling gathering 
spot. The concept for the table is to create a 
functional piece of art that allows for flexibility in 
use and interaction. The table should comfortably 
accommodate many people, and should allow for 
easy interaction among users.

A quote sign is a sign that includes a relevant 
quote written by an impactful leader. The 
concept for this sign is that it will be a 
welcoming reminder that the RAD is 
river-focused and recognizes the district’s 
past, current and future successes.


