
 

 

 
 
Street Performer Guide  
Artistic performances on city sidewalks are a vital and welcome part of Asheville’s unique character and 
culture. Street performances are distinguished from panhandling activities by the commercial nature of 
the performer’s actions which provide the benefit of a live performance of artistic value in exchange for 
gratuities given in appreciation of the performance.  

Persons have a right to perform on public property, but those performances can cause adverse impacts 
to the community in the form of gathering crowds attracted to the entertainment offered in locations 
where there is insufficient room for crowds; blocked sidewalks; blocked ingress and egress of buildings; 
the risk of disrupting nearby motor vehicle traffic; and/or disturbance of the quite enjoyment of 
residents and businesses.  

Such adverse impacts can be mitigated or alleviated through minimally intrusive regulation of the time, 
place and/or manner in which such performances may occur. Such regulation ensures the ability of 
street performers to perform in public spaces and promotes harmony among street performers, local 
businesses, permitted event sponsors and residents and visitors by balancing the interests of performing 
artists with the public’s safety.  
 

Performers may utilize sidewalks subject to the following conditions:  

• Not violate the prohibitions on disturbing, annoying and unnecessary noise set forth in the Noise 
Ordinance (highlighted below). 

• Not violate the prohibitions on solicitation as set forth in the Solicitation Ordinance (Sec. 11-5 
and Sec. 11-14). 

• Not obstruct or cause to be obstructed pedestrian or vehicular traffic, sidewalks, doorways or 
other access areas. 

• Performers must provide a minimum of six feet of pedestrian passageway. 

• Not sell, display or exhibit any tangible good, on any sidewalk, in exchange for a fixed price or 
donation. 

• Perform only at times between the hours of 10:00am and 10:00pm. 

• Not consume or be under the influence of alcoholic beverages or other controlled substances 
while performing. 

• Performances involving the use knives, swords, torches, axes, saws (except non-powered saws 
used solely as musical instruments), fire or other potentially dangerous objects or that involve 
acrobatics, tumbling or other inherently dangerous activities are prohibited.  

https://www.municode.com/library/nc/asheville/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH11OFMIPR_ARTIINGE_S11-5PUSOBERE


• Performances are not to take place any closer than 40 feet from another performer with 
additional regulations within two designated High Impact Areas. 

• Within High Impact Areas: Only one  audible performance may take place on a sidewalk at a 
single time within 120 feet of a location marked on the sidewalk for that purpose. Non-audible 
performances must be a minimum of 40 feet from an audible performance in the High Impact 
Areas. 

• Performances must not take place at locations designated for a community event or festival, 
unless permitted to play by the event of festival coordinator. 

• Performances must comply with all applicable federal, state and local laws. 

Noise Ordinance Regulations 
No person shall willfully engage in any activity on any premises or public area in the city, which activity 
produces or constitutes a noise disturbance on occupied neighboring premises or public area.  

Noise disturbance means any unreasonably loud and raucous sound or noise which: 
(1)  Endangers or injures the health or safety of humans or animals; 
(2)  Endangers or injures personal or real property; or 
(3)  Disturbs a reasonable person of normal sensitivity. 
 

To determine whether a noise or sound constitutes a disturbance the City will consider:  
(1) whether the noise occurred during daytime or nighttime hours,  

(2) proximity to residential areas,  

(3) whether the noise is recurrent, intermittent or constant;  

(4) the volume and intensity; and  

(5) whether the noise has been enhanced in volume or range by any type of mechanical means; and  
the nature and zoning of the area. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

For questions about enforcement, or to report a complaint, please contact the Asheville Police 
Department’s non-emergency line at 828-252-1110 

 
For  questions about street performance regulations, please contact Dana Frankel at 

dfrankel@ashevillenc.gov or 828-251-4051 
 

For questions about special event permitting, please contact Jon Fillman at 
jfillman@ashevillenc.gov or 828-259-5738 

 
More information is available at www.ashevillenc.gov 
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