
Pay As You Throw FAQ 

 

Here are answers to frequently asked questions about pay-as-you-throw waste management systems. 

 

What is pay-as-you-throw (PAYT)? 

In communities with pay-as-you-throw programs (also known as unit pricing or variable-rate pricing), 
residents are charged for the collection of municipal solid waste—ordinary household trash—based on 
the amount they throw away.  

 

What is the benefit of PAYT?  

It creates an economic incentive for citizens to recycle more and to generate less solid waste that 
goes into the landfill. 

 

How does PAYT work? 

Most communities with PAYT charge residents a fee for each bag or can of waste they generate. In a 
small number of communities, residents are billed based on the weight of their trash. Some 
communities use a trash cart method, wherein residents are charged for their trash based on the size 
of the cart they use. 

 

Is it fair? 

Traditionally, residents pay for waste collection through property taxes or a fixed fee, regardless of 
how much — or how little — trash they generate. Pay-as-you-throw (PAYT) treats trash services just 
like electricity, gas and other utilities. Households pay a variable rate depending on the amount of 
service they use. 

 

How does the bag model work? 

PAYT works by residents purchasing specially imprinted trash bags, which can be used with curbside 
collection. When residents pay directly for the amount of trash they throw away, the result is a 
powerful economic incentive for them to reduce solid waste. 

 

How much would the bags cost? 

That has not yet been determined but here are sample costs from other communities: 

In Fall River, Mass., a package of eight 8-gallon bags costs $6; eight 15-gallon bags cost $10; and five 
30-gallon bags cost $10. 

In Oconee County, Georgia, a 20-gallon bag costs $2 and a 32-gallon bag costs $3. 

This is offered as an example only. No fee structure has been determined for the City of Asheville if 
PAYT is implemented. 

 



 

 

How might a trash can model work? 

Trash carts generally come in three sizes in a PAYT system: 32, 64 and 96 gallons. As an example, the 
City of Fayetteville, Ark., charges $9.37 per month for the 32-gallon cart, $14.30 per month for a 64-
gallon cart and $20.31 per month for use of a 96-gallon bag. This is offered as an example only. No 
fee structure has been determined for the City of Asheville if PAYT is implemented. 

 

 

Why do we need to reduce our solid waste? 

In 2014, City Council adopted a resolution to reduce solid waste by 50% by the year 2035. The goal is 
to be measured from the baseline year of 2010 and result in total reductions of 15% by 2020; 25% by 
2025; 40% by 2030; and 50% by 2035. 

 

 

How much solid waste does Asheville produce? 

From July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015, the City of Asheville produced 21,858 tons of solid waste/trash 
that went into the Buncombe County landfill. The estimated life of the landfill is 30 years. 

 

When might a PAYT model be introduced to Asheville? 

The City of Asheville is working with a consultant to analyze strategies to reduce the solid waste 
stream. The findings and recommendations will be shared with City Council's Planning and Economic 
Development Committee and Finance Committee in late 2015/early 2016 for consideration. 
Implementation of any waste reduction strategies would be integrated into the City's budget process. 


