Livingston Street
Complete Streets
Improvements

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE #1 SUMMARY

SEPTEMBER 3, 2015




MEETING DATE & LOCATION:

September 3, 2015, 5:30 pm-8:00 pm

Dr. Wesley Grant Sr., Southside Center
285 Livingston Street, Asheville, NC, 28801

ATTENDEES:

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

47 Members of the Public signed the sign-in sheet at the registration table (Sign-in sheets provided in Exhibit A)

CITY OF ASHEVILLE

Dan Baechtold Tara Irby

Shannon Capezzali Barb Mee

Mariate Echeverry Brenda Mills
Janet GeorgeMurr Roderick Simmons

DAVENPORT CONSULTANT TEAM

Lori Boyer
John Davenport
Mary Morgan
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MEETING SUMMARY:

A public open house for the Livingston Street Complete Streets Improvements project was held on September 3,
2015 at the Dr. Wesley Grant Sr., Southside Center. The goal of the project is to make the street safe and comfortable
for all users including pedestrians, bicyclists and transit users. Project Engineers were present to explain the scope
of the project, and solicit feedback from area residents, business owners, and property owners. Citizens were able
to voice their concerns, feedback and ideas related to the project.

MEETING FORMAT

The meeting was structured as an open house with no formal presentation for members of the public to drop in at
any time. The following five (5) stations were set up:

e  Wishing Wall (manned by the City of Asheville)

e Depot Street to Dr. Wesley Grant Sr., Southside Center
e Dr. Wesley Grant Sr., Southside Center to Gaston Street
e  Gaston Street to Pine Grove Avenue

e Pine Grove Avenue to Victoria Road

The wishing wall provided attendees an opportunity to give additional comments and feedback by writing their
thoughts on large sticky notes, then sticking the notes to the wall. In addition to the wishing wall, comment forms
were available for the attendees to provide further feedback. The comment form used at the meeting is included in
Exhibit B.

The latter four (4) stations comprised the entire corridor split up into four (4) sections. At each station, a large aerial
map of that section of corridor was displayed.

In addition, a board with pictures of potential features and improvements was displayed. These included mini-
roundabout, enhanced bus stop / lighting, bike lanes, separated bike lanes, enhanced sidewalks, landscaping, on-
street parking, and artwork. Attendees were given three (3) sticky dots and asked to vote on the features they felt
were most important for that section of the corridor. Attendees were provided the opportunity to vote at each
station.

The wishing wall comments, voting boards, and maps are attached in Exhibits B —F.

ADVERTISEMENT:

The meeting was advertised by the following:

e An Invitation Flyer, Exhibit G, was created and distributed by the City of Asheville.
e A Press Release and City blog post, Exhibit H, was issued by the City of Asheville.
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SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Below is a summary of the public comments and voting board results received during the meeting. The full

comments, maps, and boards are provided in Exhibits B-F.

WISHING WALL & COMMENTS

Attendees commented that vehicles travel too fast along Livingston Street and that traffic calming is needed
to slow vehicles.

Attendees noted that safe crossing locations are needed along Livingston Street.

Many attendees commented that sidewalks are needed throughout the Southside neighborhood,
particularly for Oakland Avenue for students walking to and from the high school.

Attendees suggested the addition of historical markers and signage along the corridor to highlight the
African-American history of the community.

Attendees noted the need for accessible, ADA compliant design, and including street furniture for those
who are walking and need to stop and rest.

Attendees commented that covered bus stops with shade are needed at the stops located at Gaston Street
and Pine Grove Avenue.

DEPOT STREET TO DR. WESLEY GRANT SR., SOUTHSIDE CENTER

Design Feature Votes
Mini-Roundabout 19
Bike Lanes 7
Separated Bike Lanes 17
Enhanced Sidewalks / Midblock Crosswalk 25
Landscaping 17
On-Street Parking 4
Artwork 7
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DR. WESLEY GRANT SR., SOUTHSIDE CENTER TO GASTON STREET

Design Feature Votes
Enhanced Bus Stop / Lighting 26
Bike Lanes 3
Separated Bike Lanes 15
Enhanced Sidewalks 23
Landscaping 12
On-Street Parking 5
Artwork 6

GASTON STREET TO PINE GROVE AVENUE

Design Feature Votes
Bike Lanes 2
Separated Bike Lanes 20
Enhanced Sidewalks 32
Landscaping 17
On-Street Parking 6
Artwork 10

PINE GROVE AVENUE TO VICTORIA ROAD

Design Feature Votes
Bike Lanes 6
Separated Bike Lanes 21
Enhanced Sidewalks 36
Landscaping 12
On-Street Parking 16
Artwork 8

O DAVENPORT



EXHIBIT A
SIGN-IN SHEETS
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Attendees
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EXHIBIT B
WISHING WALL & COMMENTS
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Livingston Street Complete Streets Open House
Public Input
9.03.2015

Question: What are your thoughts, issues or concerns re: the development of Livingston and Depot Streets?
Project Specific

o Sidewalks throughout the Southside neighborhood would be great!
0 Can this be considered for Oakland Avenue as well for high school students walking; very
busy road

e Speed bumps and crosswalks

e  Mini round about, enhanced sidewalks, midblock crosswalks

o Signage! Signage! Signage! Where is Mission Hospital? Where is RAD (River Arts District)? Where’s
AB tech?

e The illegal parking on Depot Street where cars are parking on both sides of the street which makes it
very difficult for thru-traffic to pass

e  Will local community members be given opportunity to work in the development? +1

e Handicapped accessibility; no raised bike lane edges as they constitute a trip hazard for everyone

e The speed of cars/vehicles is at issue +1

o  Want raised crosswalks; better connections between neighborhoods and RAD

e Highly identifiable lines/markings on the street

e Shade sidewalks sufficiently

e  Street parking is not good on Livingston St. while at Edington Center. Cars drive very fast up and
down the street; unsafe crossing

o Trees block murals in front of the old school at Gaston and there are too many bees in those trees

e Need shade at bus stops at Gaston/Livingston

e Acoustic signals at crossings; ADA compliant and consistent pushbuttons at locations; on street
parking difficult for crossings for the vision and hearing impaired

e Preserve the African-American local history thru signage and markers +1

e Lack of convenience to grocery store in Southside. Walkable stores/businesses that help residents
would be great! +1

e Additional historic markers (other than greenway) such as those downtown

o Speed bumps; Walton St. park needs attention like other parks; double parking on Depot St. hard to
get by/illegal parking

e Children crossing the road safely is a concern

e Handicap accessibility; sidewalks, covered benches for those who may need to stop and rest

e Storm water retention on Town Branch; beautiful and safe +1

o Aviewfromthecyclepath.com
BicycleDutch.Blogspot.com
Learn about the safest infrastructure in the world. Cycling rates 30+% lowest road fatalities, highest
rankings for childhood freedom and happiness and one of the most fit nations in the world

e Reduce traffic speed; leave enough time for pedestrian crossing streets; clear space

e Speed bumps; round a bout on South French Broad Ave., Bartlett and Livingston St.

e Include a bus shelter at Pine Grove (westbound), which is across the street from Erskine Apts.



Other non project specific community development concerns:

e That the Walton St. pool is operated the same way that other pools in the community are operated

e Playgrounds need to be updated with new playground equipment at Erskine St. park and Walton St.
park

e  Walton Street park and pool; renovations of Grant Center being community friendly

e Concern: loss of community culture and traditions with influx of new people, grant §, etc.., +2

e Concern: Gentrification of area due to proximity to hospital and river arts district and south slope
development

o Concern: Walton St. Park open for kids; make price affordable for the children to swim +2

e Don’t completely erase the history of the locals +1

e Need to landscape Randall St. cut down some trees so they won’t fall down

e Need sidewalk on Oakland Rd. so our children don’t have to walk on the side of the road



If you have questions about the Livingston Complete Street redesign project, you can find the most recent project information
on the City of Asheville’s Livingston Street project page, available online at www.ashevillenc.gov/projects, or call Barb Mee at
(828) 232-4540.

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

Email:

Do you have comments about this project? Please let us know what you think by writing your comments below.

If you have questions about the Livingston Complete Street redesign project, you can find the most recent project information
on the City of Asheville’s Livingston Street project page, available online at www.ashevillenc.gov/projects, or call Barb Mee at
(828) 232-4540.

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

Email:

Do you have comments about this project? Please let us know what you think by writing your comments below.




EXHIBIT C
DEPOT STREET TO DR. WESLEY GRANT SR.,,
SOUTHSIDE CENTER

DAVENPORT
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EXHIBIT D
DR. WESLEY GRANT SR., SOUTHSIDE CENTER TO
GASTON STREET

DAVENPORT
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Wesley Grant Community Center to Gaston St.
hanced Bus Stop / Lighting
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EXHIBIT E
GASTON STREET TO PINE GROVE AVENUE

() PAVENPORT

10



L 3
L

-
A B =
- \ b
L)
-
D" ‘:“ -
» Y ‘ 2
# W " ¢ - ‘ J f
\‘ : ‘.
-
A = |
L .“
&>
Y
’.“ ; .
- )

.)
Ko
-
* =
“ .'
-Il - ; |

L
LlVlNGSTON ST ) "

“ | .
A =y .

‘ gy
BFIT,
¢ . 3
Ua i
Yoy
4
. st
'
b') . :
o P
\.»v .
~\
N

[ ]
-

qml




-

() pav ENPORT

F =

r e | '_“-I-r;‘ —
AL b s




EXHIBIT F
PINE GROVE AVENUE TO VICTORIA ROAD
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Separated Bike Lanes / Cycle Track
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EXHIBIT G
INVITATION FLYER
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Livingston Street
Complete Streets Improvements

OPEN HOUSE

September 3 | 5:30-8 pm | Dr. Wesley Grant Sr Southside Center

The City of Asheville is currently planning to improve Livingston Street and
a portion of Depot Street. The goal of the project is to make the street safe
and comfortable for pedestrians, bicyclists and transit users.

Please join us for an Open House to learn about the project.
Your input and feedback are needed as this project takes shape.
There will be no formal presentation, so please drop in at any time.

For additional information, please contact: ]
Tara Irby (tirby@ashevillenc.gov) or Sasha Virtunski (svrtunski@ashevillenc.gov) www.ashevillenc.gov



EXHIBIT H
PRESS RELEASE
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From: Marsha Stickford

Sent: wednesday, August 26, 2015 3:39 PM

To: Marsha Stickford

Subject: City of Asheville FW: Livingston Street Complete Streets project to kick
off with open house

Livingston Street Complete Streets project to kick off with open house

The City of Asheville is planning to improve Livingston Street and a portion of
Depot Street with an approach called Complete Streets Improvements. The goal of the
project is to make the street safe and comfortable for pedestrians, bicyclists and
transit users. Asheville residents are invited to an open house from 5:30-7 p.m.
September 3 at the Dr. wesley Grant Sr. Southside Center to hear more about the
project and give input.

In March 2014, the City completed the East of the Riverway Connections
transportation network plan, which considered capital improvements in a portion of
the city identified as the East of the Riverway area. The Connections plan
identified Livingston Street for future improvements as a future complete street,
and recommended improvements to the street. This Connections plan was performed with
a portion of a Federal Highway Administration’s Transportation Investment Generating
Economic Recovery grant (TIGER). These grants fund capital investments in surface
transportation infrastructure.

Please join us at the Open House to learn more about the project. Your input and

feedback are needed as this project takes shape. There will be no formal
presentation, so please drop in at any time.

For more information, contact: ) )
Tara Irby (tirby@ashevillenc.gov), Barb Mee (bmee@ashevillenc.gov) or Sasha Vrtunski
(svrtunski@ashevillenc.gov).
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