
Accessory Dwelling Units: 

NEW RULES 



Accessory Dwelling Unit Types 

Detached: 

Attached: 
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Accessory Dwelling Units: Asheville Examples 



Detached Accessory Dwelling Units 

Detached ADU 

ADU 

Primary 

Dwelling 





Attached Accessory Dwelling Units 

Attached ADU 

Garage 

Primary 

Dwelling 
ADU as attic 

or basement 

apartment 



ADU 

Primary 

Dwelling 
Attached ADU Size 
70% of Primary Dwelling or 

1000 SF, whichever is less 

Example: Attached ADU 



What is a nonconforming residential lot? 

 

A legally established lot that does not meet the 

dimensional requirements of the underlying 

residential zoning district (RS2, RS4, RS8, RM6, RM8, 

RM16), which can be confirmed by reviewing historic 

plats, deeds, and other relevant documents.  

Accessory Dwelling Units are permitted on 

nonconforming lots as long as setbacks and 

other requirements can be met. 



Although the lot 

widths and sizes 

are below the 

district standard, 

ADUs may be 

permitted. 

Examples of 

nonconforming lots 





Property Line Setbacks 

(Minimum 6’) 

Accessory Dwelling Units: Height & Placement 

25’ 

ADU Maximum Height 

Front of 

Property 

Back of 

Property 

Placement: ADUs shall be located only in the side or 

rear yard, and not in front of the primary dwelling, 

meeting minimum setbacks. 

ADU 

Primary 

Dwelling 



Rules for Accessory Dwelling Units: Summary 



Accessory Dwelling Units:  

NEW Rules (Effective 6/24/15)  

Questions?  

 

 

 

 

For specific questions relating to ADUs,  

please contact: 

Development Services Department 

161 South Charlotte Street 

Asheville, NC 28801 

828-259-55846 

If you have a group that would like a 

presentation on ADUs, please contact: 

Marsha Stickford 

Neighborhood Coordinator 

Communication & Public Engagement 

City of Asheville 

828-259-5798 

mstickford@ashevillenc.gov  

mailto:mstickford@ashevillenc.gov
mailto:vsatvika@ashevillenc.gov

