Neighborhood Advisory Committee of the City of Asheville 
West Asheville Community Meeting
Sept 22, 2014
West Asheville Library 7:00 p.m.-- 9:00  p.m.

Committee Members Attending:
Elaine Poovey (Chairman), Teddy Jordan (Vice Chair), Joe Fioccola(Secretary), Dewayne Barton, Saul Chase, Alan Escovitz, Pastor Spencer Hardaway, Barber Melton, Bob Roepnack, Chris Pelly ex-officio, Asheville City Council
City Staff Attending:
Marsha Stickford, Neighborhood Coordinator;  Cathy Ball, Executive Director Planning and Multimodal Transportation; Greg Shuler Director of Public Works; Ken Putnam, Director of Transportation; Asheville Police Department Lt. Janice Hawkins;  Asheville Fire and Rescue Assistant Chief  for Technical Services Wayne Hamilton and Chief of Operations Barry Hendren;
Approximately 70 members of the public were in attendance.
Chairman Elaine Poovey welcomed attendees, explained the committee’s mission that this was the last of 5 regional meetings which would be collected in an annual report to City Council. She asked everyone to introduce themselves. 
Councilman Pelly welcomed everyone and briefly explained the importance of neighborhoods being organized—that a group’s concerns have more weight than a single voice in allocation of resources. Also that part of the committee’s mission is to celebrate neighborhoods, which was the focus of last year’s Festival of Neighborhoods. 

Presentations by West Asheville Neighborhood Associations and Individuals

EWANA: Rich Lee reviewed the brief history of the East West Asheville Neighborhood located south of Patton Avenue and east of I-240 to the French Broad River. They formed two years ago mostly over infrastructure issues. Since then they are proud of the first bike lane striped in West Asheville, promised sidewalks on Craven Street and traffic calming speed humps next month on Riverview Drive. They have been working with New Belgium Brewery for a riverside greenway which led to the donation of land by Duke Progress Energy. He also announced that the solution to the brewery truck traffic problem was at hand due to the recent announcement of federal funds awarded to the East of the Riverway Traffic improvements which will open Riverside Drive at Craven Street Bridge as a preferred route. The group held a successful fund raiser for Hall Fletcher Elementary School Playground and is currently planning a sidewalk art project. They conducted a house to house survey regarding short term rentals, have organized a neighborhood watch program and pick up litter for the Adopt a Highway program. Their concerns include safe, walkable, neighborhood streets, crime and maintaining affordability. 

Malvern Hills Community Club: Russell Davis explained that his neighborhood was created in 1925 by the Asheville School. The area contained one of the original area attractions: the Sulphur Springs Hotel. The group has been organized for a long time and some of their activities include annual summer picnics, Christmas parties, yard sales, a newsletter which includes interviews with some residents who have lived there for 40 to 60 years. They maintain the website: malvernhills.org where newsletters are archived.  Their concerns include traffic control where speed humps on Bear Creek Road have reduced cut-through traffic. Though they represent over 200 homes but since only a core group does most of the work they need more participation. They have formed a committee to help purchase property for the Canie Creek Greenway.

West Asheville Estates: Alaya Dickinson described an irregular shape from one side of Brevard Road to Vermont Avenue, Davenport Road, Morris Street, Sand Hill Road, and Lanvale Avenue south of Haywood Road. The neighborhood is a collection of older and younger residents and is very walkable. Each year they host about 800 Halloween visitors and close the street to traffic. They are considering an event at the park. Concerns: While thankful for the improvements on Vermont Avenue there have been problems such as blowing debris onto private properties instead of cleaning it up, the long time it has taken, and what remains to be done such as striping and repairing pot holes. Another problem was created when Vance Crescent Extension was made a one way street. Trees were removed and sidewalks were widened but the signage was confusing and inadequate. Many drivers still ignore the stop sign at Olney Road. Parking in the first few blocks off Haywood Road is becoming a problem with patrons of businesses on Haywood Road sleeping in cars overnight, broken bottles, and even parking in private driveways and noise pollution from Haywood Road businesses like the Westville Pub—there are 8 bars in a three block stretch with inadequate on-site parking. Another concern is developers who may buy up several properties and make then all rentals. 

Salola/ Carrier: Eric Moellering’s neighborhood has an informal organization. The area is also known as Horney Heights and is friendly and jolly. Their concern is for traffic calming. Residents feel hostage to speeders. They are on the list and hope the selection is scientific, objective and inclusive.     

Falconhurst: Lane Reid’s neighborhood is between Haywood Road and Patton Avenue up to Louisiana Avenue.  Participation in the group has crumbled but may pick up in response to some 48 houses planned below Craggy Avenue. 

West Asheville Gardens: Charles Jansen announced that the 6th annual garden stroll occurred on September 13 and raised funds for five beautification seed grants. Their successes include restoring the planting at Sunny Point, and Rhododendron Creek cooperative. And encouraging residents to contribute to a pollinator corridor from Francine Delaney New School  For Children to the West Asheville Park.  For more information go to the West Asheville Gardens website.

Lucerne Park: Jillian Wolf’s neighborhood is north of Patton Avenue between Johnson School Road and Deaverview Road. There are no sidewalks and they have been having fewer gatherings but a handful of neighbors have been engaging in food production. A three person cooperative have been working on neighbor’s yards. They are very interested in vegetable production and pollinator corridors.

Friends of Hominy Creek Greenway: Nancy Watford explained that her group maintains the greenway between Sand Hill Road and Shelburne Road. She announced that a recent grant helped improve drainage, and provided informational kiosks and dog stations.

Burton Street Neighborhood: Dewayne Barton’s neighborhood celebrated one of its founders E.W. Pearson with a mural last Saturday. They have a community garden, a recording studio and they are working on a sound booth to begin recording. They assist LEAF Schools and Streets.
Concerns: The main concern is the threat of the I26 expansion destroying the neighborhood. He asked if the city and the county would support the neighborhood.  There is still some drug traffic. There has been an explosion of housing development. Low income and elderly have moved out of the neighborhood and their challenge is to move them back in.

Rhododendron Creek Greenway: Steve Rasmussen’s group has been around for twenty years but do not have a neighborhood association. His concern is with storm water runoff and sediment problems on Vermont Avenue. His concern is preserving green spaces with the densification of neighborhoods and protecting the environment. He encourages the pollinator corridor concept but notes a conflict with city policy to maintain mowed grass lawns and non-mowed naturalized habitats. He asked to start a conversation about storm water, sanitation, the social as well as environmental benefits. 

West Asheville: Roy McGuinn’s family has been in the area since 1790. He still has family in West Asheville even though he now lives in Chunns Cove.  He recently read a book called The End of the Suburbs and agrees that suburbia is dying and is a stupid place to live. He thinks Asheville has done a good job of residential development and is the most pleasant place to live in America. He sees a problem with many different groups competing and the best way forward is through cooperation.

Cloyes Street: Tara O’Laughlin is wary about short term rentals becoming a big business and calls for some kind of checks and balances.
 
Pedestrian Traffic: A man noted that last year there was a rally with signs about the dangerous crossing at Haywood and Michigan. It was noted that the city doesn’t own the street but does own the sidewalks and could employ cones or striping to make crossing safer before someone gets hurt. Wants better crosswalks and enforce the rule that pedestrians have the right of way in crosswalks. Lane Reid requested that crosswalk and bus stop signs be separated by several feet because people standing at bus stops block the crosswalk signs. A woman from Falconhurst lives just seven tenths of a mile from Francine Delaney New School for Children and her 13 year old can’t ride his bike there because of the dangerous crossings on Patton and Haywood.

Asheville on Bikes: Mike Sule announced that October 8th was National Bike and Walk to School Day. His group is encouraging on street bike parking which has been approved by the Multimodal commission.  He acknowledged that there are some racks but that are insufficient fording some to tether to signs and utility poles. A better option is to use one car parking space that can accommodate up to twenty bikes. He also encouraged motorists to be better ambassadors especially by observing crosswalks. 

Wilshire Park: Rachel Jensen described her neighborhood as the area north of Patton surrounding Emmanuel Lutheran Church and School. They do have a community club. Their concern is safety.  They want more street reps to initiate an alert system and being connected. They are surveying all their neighbors in preparation for their fall meeting next month.  They want ‘no solicitation’ signs back and sidewalks on Patton Avenue.

City of Asheville Updates for West Asheville Residents:
Cathy Ball has been considering options for Short Term Rental Policy. There are 77 cities in North Carolina that allow them and at least two lawsuits have been lost trying to ban them. She noted some pros and cons for allowing all or banning all short term rentals. There may be some kind of combination of the two that would work for Asheville. Some concerns are loss of affordable housing, density, off street parking, availability of a contact person. The goal is to be creative and meet the needs of the community without having an adverse affect on property values. She answered some questions: What is a short term rental?  Rental of more than 30 days of a room or a whole house is allowed everywhere. Periods shorter than 30 days are prohibited in all residential zoned areas. Can the city realize any revenue from this? The city can inform but not collect tax revenue. They can charge permit fees for inspections and fines for violations of qualifications. So far there is not a cost benefit analysis to tell whether the fees collected would pay for the enforcement efforts.  Is there a real threat from a large business buying up a neighborhood?  The study may be able to tell. (A recent 1200 square foot house sold for $450,000.)  What kind of research is being done? A consultant has been hired from the Institute of Government for $10,000. Their report is due by mid October and a public meeting may be set for some time in November to get input from the public before a solution is crafted.

Greg Shuler reported Construction Updates: Craven Street will be closed for 3-4 more weeks due to weather delays. Craven/Emma/Hazel Mill fill and realign are moving along. Greenway sewer line, water line and storm water lines being installed also fitting bicycle friendly storm grates. Look for Haywood Road Multimodal sidewalks later this year. Vermont Avenue had coordination problems with separate contractors for paving, patching, etc. Sand Hill Rd has been repaved by the D.O.T.  He stressed that feedback is very important.  He thanked the person who reported an erosion problem on Sand Hill Road that involved utility pole and sidewalk that could have cost a lot more if it hadn’t been caught in time. They helped with the Haywood Road Clean up last week and he reminded business owners that the city graffiti removal program incentives were set to expire on October 1.  Cat Matlock has a Yoga Studio and her building has constant graffiti problems. She repeated the need for more signage at Vance Crescent Extension one way street.
 Ken Putnam had some Transportation Updates: He announced that Traffic calming had been funded for the next five years but due to the lack of funding for several years there is a backload of needed projects. He also announced a Haywood Road Parking Study would begin October 1 as part of the Haywood Road Vision Plan. They will collect data about all parking within 500 feet of  Haywood Road. They will gather information in the next four months looking at the total number of parking spaces, on street and in parking lots. Then there will be a community meeting with stakeholders and the data and input from stakeholders will be used to develop solutions.
Asheville Police Department Lt Janice Hawkins was recently assigned to the West District. Her office is next to the library. She is charged with Community Quality of Life section of the Department’s Three Year Strategic Operations Plan. She is working on condensing the several maps of neighborhood organizations, community watches and crime statistics into a more comprehensive map. She is also looking at better ways to communicate with neighborhoods like social media or nextdoor.com. She will meet with the Neighborhood Advisory Committee and the Citizens Police Advisory Committee to see what information they think the police should have and what information citizens want from the police department.  She acknowledged the problem of speeding and also enforcing the 37 crosswalks on Haywood Road between Clingman Avenue and Patton Avenue.  
Asheville Fire and Rescue: Assistant Chief Barry Hendren, a 25 year veteran, gave some information about operations: Sixty four firefighters are on duty 24/7. The department staffs 12 fire stations with some 16 companies. Four stations are located in West Asheville: Louisiana, Haywood Road, Old Haywood Road and Rocky Ridge (near Biltmore Square.) This gives a standard of cover of a 5 minute response time. Assistant Chief Wayne Hamilton is in charge of Technical Services (acquisition of equipment) and continuity of operations. He noted the cooperation with the Asheville Buncombe Arson Task force and some of their successes.

Chairman Poovey thanked everyone for attending and the public meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
Minutes submitted by Joe Fioccola
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