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A Brief History of Malvern Hills

The history of Malvern Hills is
an amazing story of
Asheville. The

neighborhood was developed
in two large phases from
1925 - 1926.

Surprisingly though, this was
not the first large scale
development on this

land, and Malvern Hills
almost never was...
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when Robert Henry
discovered Sulphur Springs.

Three years later Mr. Henry and his son-in-law, Col. Rueben Deaver, developed a wooden hotel on the hill above the
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The Hotel Belmont

springs. This was in the center of what is now Malvern Hills, and the “healing waters” were very popular. The
Sulphur Springs Hotel was the first of its kind in Western North Carolina, and was one of the largest draws of wealthy
planters to the area during summers. By the 1840s almost 500 visitors per season visited the hotel and other cabins
and recreation facilities were developed on the grounds (our neighborhood).

In 1862 the hotel burned to the ground, and was left unopened throughout the Civil War and Reconstruction. It was 25
years before Edwin G. Carrier reopened the hotel in 1887, along with the development of Carrier Park. The new hotel
was brick exterior and featured the first electric passenger elevator in the South. It was later renamed The Belmont.
However, in September 1891 the hotel burned again. It was abandoned in 1894.

This was not exactly the end of the Sulphur Springs Hotel, however. In June 1914, the Sulphur Springs Park Realty
Company recorded a new neighborhood development on the site. What is now called School Road is shown on the
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old map as Sulphur Springs Boulevard. It is unclear how much, if any, of this project was completed. It couid have
been the outbreak of World War | or some other circumstance, but design of Sulphur Springs Park was never fully
implemented.

On June 13, 1925, Malvern Hills was recorded at the Buncombe County Courthouse and the final blocks were platted
February 18th of the following year. This two-phase development was a very exciting new page for the property that
already had such a rich past. A nine-hole golf course was part of the new neighborhood, and would have been located
along the Canie Creek route on the south side of the community - south of Wendover Road.

Below is the map from the original advertisement for Malvern Hills from the Asheville Citizen in 1925...
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MALVERN HILLS COMMUNITY PLAN ON A PAGE

FOCUS: ZONING AND DEVELOPMENT / TRAFFIC AND SAFETY / RECLAMATION AND PRESERVATION OF GREEN SPACES

CITY GOALS: FOCUS AREAS: 1&3

VISION

Z.oning/Development

Traffic and Safety

Reclamation and
Preservation of
Green spaces

STRENGTHS

Single family homes
RS 4 zoning

Similar architecture
Well established
Neighborhood

Pedestrian Friendly
Plentiful sidewalks

Vision of Canie Creek
Greenway

NEIGHBORHOOD
CHALLENGES

Undeveloped land
that would change the

neighborhood character

Maintain streets (potholes)
Non- residents speeding on

cut through roads

Traffic circles/speed bumps/
Stop signs and stop lights
Crosswalks and lighting

Police presence

Secure property
Financial assistance
Keep current zoning
Maintaining property

NEIGHBORHOOD
RESPONSIBILITIES

City and Residents

City and Residents

Partnerships with
City/County/
Conservation groups
Residents

CITY PLAN
CORRELATES

Focus Area 1
Goal 4

Focus Area 3
Goal 1

Focus Area 1
Goals 1,2,3,4



MALVERN HILLS:

ZONING AND DEVELOPMENT:

Well- established neighborhood
Maintain neighborhood character
Keep open spaces

TRAFFIC AND SAFETY:

Pedestrian friendly
Traffic Calming
Sidewalks/Crosswalks

RECLAMATION/PRESERVATION
OF GREENSPACES:

Vision of Canie Creek Greenway

CITY COUNCIL:

WELL PLANNED LIVABLE
COMMUNITY

Open spaces

WELL PLANNED LIVABLE
COMMUNITY
Pedestrian Friendly

TRANSPORTATION/ACCESSIBILITY
Sidewalks

WELL PLANNED COMMUNITY
Greenways

CONNECTED COMMUNITY
Partnerships and engagement



