Neighborhood Advisory Committee of the City of Asheville Community Meeting

South Asheville Community Meeting

September 23, 2013

Shiloh Community Center 6:00 pm-8:00 pm

Committee Members Attending:

Saul Chase (Chairman), Bob Roepnack, Barber Melton, Carmen Ramos-Kennedy, Elaine Poovey, DeWayne Barton, Joe Fioccola, Pastor Spencer Hardaway, Chris Pelly ex-officio, Asheville City Council

City Staff Attending:

Marsha Stickford, Neighborhood Coordinator; Scott Burnett, Fire Chief, Asheville Fire Department and other Fire Department staff; Shannon Tuch, Director, Development Services Center; Greg Shuler, Streets and Engineering Manager; Police Chief William Anderson, Police Captain Tim Splain; Lt. Jamie Crawford, District Commander, Asheville Police Department; Evan Coward, Community Resource Officer and other City of Asheville Police officers; Vice Mayor Esther Manheimer; and Public Information Officer Dawa Hitch.
Councilman Pelly welcomed everyone and briefly explained the importance of the committee in assisting City Council to reach out to neighborhoods in all parts of Asheville.

Chairman Saul Chase read the Neighborhood Advisory Committee’s Vision and Mission statements and made comments.
Updates on the following South Asheville projects were given:

· South Asheville Fire Protection-Fire Chief Scott Burnett explained how Skyland Fire Department and Asheville Fire Department assist each other.  He provided a map used for discussion showing Asheville Fire Department (AFD) 4 at Caribou Road and AFD 5 at Miller Road.  AFD 4 also houses Skyland Fire Department which has a battalion chief and three firemen as well as six AFD firemen.  The station houses Asheville Police Department and EMS personnel as well.  AFD 5 has five firemen at all times. The City of Asheville has a total of twelve fire stations and Buncombe EMS operates five ambulances.  Biltmore Forest and Skyland are building a department in The Ramble community which will be an additional facility.  He spoke about the “standard of cover”, the ability to help when a call is received from 911 emergencies, and assured the audience this is high.  October is Fire Prevention Month and the focus will be on kitchen fires.  His department offers fire and life safety education programs.  A question from the audience asking why a fire truck and ambulance are dispatched when a 911 call comes in provided the opportunity to learn of “team focused CPR”.  In life threatening situations with this approach, there are additional personnel to help.
· Development projects in South Asheville-Director Shannon Tuch stated the development activity in Asheville is doing well.  Two building projects on Long Shoals Road, Mission Hospital and Park Ridge Hospital, will provide expanded medical services.  Industrial projects include GE expanding to take over the former Old Dominion site.  This will add about 130 jobs with salaries around $37,000/each.  Old Dominion is relocating to a site off Sweeten Creek Road.  A hotel is planned near the airport in commercial development.  Ms. Tuch responded to several questions from the audience.  She explained types of zoning:  single family, multi-family and urban and said the zoning district matches what is already there.

· Sidewalk Projects for South Asheville-Manager Greg Shuler shared information about projects recently completed and those in the planning stages.  Sidewalks are complete on Overlook Road from Long Shoals Road to Springside Road.  Sewer lines are complete on Airport Road.  Sidewalk rehabilitation on Angle Street in Biltmore Village is complete.  Pebble Creek complex resurfacing is complete.  Resurfacing of sidewalks on Shiloh Road from Hendersonville Road to Shiloh Community Center is complete.  Concrete and utility repair is ongoing throughout the city.  A federal grant was obtained for sidewalk construction on Hendersonville Road in the city limits from I-40 to Long Shoals Road. (The west side of Biltmore Forest is not included.) This project will begin November-December 2014.  Benches at bus stops will be provided during this project. 
· Asheville Police District Commander Lt. Jamie Crawford stated the population growth assessment had been done on South Asheville, noting an increase in traffic volume.  There are thirteen APD officers serving the area.  She introduced Community Resource Officer Evan Coward who made brief comments.
Chairman Saul Chase announced the Festival of Neighborhoods celebration to be held on Sunday, October 27 from 3:00 pm-5:00 pm at the Sherrill Center on the campus of UNC-A and encouraged attendance at this event.  He also noted the neighborhood survey which each participant received and asked they complete it before leaving the meeting or mail to Marsha Stickford.

South Asheville Neighbors Public Forum:
Shiloh Community: 

Norma Baynes representing the community shared information about the Shiloh Community Organization.  The community organization was established October 3, 2000.  In 2004, it was a partner with Bountiful Cities and land was donated for a community garden.  UNC-A and Warren Wilson students continue to work with the community on the garden projects. A successful event was story-telling and rodeo. AB Tech partnered with them to build a pavilion and they have a new t-shirt and logo. Parks and Recreation and the City of Asheville have supported the efforts of the community as well.  In 2002, the community developed a 2025 plan and it was adopted by the City in 2010.  They will be celebrating thirteen years on October 5 with Tupelo Honey, another partner, providing food and beverages.  The motto they adopted is “Building on the Legacy-Embracing the Future.”  The Shiloh Community Center offers several different exercises classes as well as programs for youth.  
Concerns:  Encroachment of businesses, zoning issues, traffic calming, bus service, sewage system, quality housing, youth and teen programs
Crowfields Community:

Anne Cox and Mack Campbell spoke of behalf of their community.  It is a condo retirement community and an association handles the business affairs.  There are internal social events, simple suppers, movie nights, blood drives, 1st Friday events and a community garden with many residents actively involved in volunteering in the larger community.

Concerns:  Exponential growth of traffic on Hendersonville Road

Cimarron Community:

Stella Brown stated her community has an association that handles business affairs.  There are a few internal social events such as parties on holidays.

Concerns:  Flooding problems in the complex necessitating roof and siding replacement

Chairman Chase thanked everyone for attending and the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm.
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