Neighborhood Advisory Committee Minutes
August 26, 2013 meeting, 6:30-8:30 P.M.
Committee Members Attending:
Saul Chase (Chair), Joe Fioccola, Pastor Spencer Hardaway, Bob Roepnack, 
Elaine Poovey, Alan Escovitz and Carmen Ramos-Kennedy
Chris Pelly ex-officio, Asheville City Council
Guests: Timothy Sadler, Duncan McPherson and Lael Gray, Chair and Vice Chair SACEE 
City Staff Attending: Marsha Stickford, Neighborhood Coordinator, Ken Putnam, Director of Transportation

The meeting was called to order by Chair Saul Chase at 6:30 p.m. The July 15, 2013 minutes were reviewed and one correction needs to be made as well as a signature needs to be added of the secretary. A discussion of cancelling the October 28, 2013 meeting determined that there could be legal ramifications if this is done. Open meetings law requires that our meetings must be advertised so the public may attend. Marsha will speak with city attorney Janice Ashley and with city clerk Maggie Burleson to clarify rules for subcommittees and will report back to us at our September meeting. 
The election of Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, and Secretary for August 2013-2014 was held. Alan made the motion that Saul Chase be re-elected Chair and that he would serve one more term as vice chair. Barber was re-appointed secretary. The votes were unanimous. 
The presentation by the Sustainability Advisory Committee on Energy and the Environment (SACEE) was done by Duncan McPherson, Chair and Lael Gray, committee member. They are speaking with affordable housing committee, neighborhood groups, and many other groups throughout the City and County. Zero Waste AVL is a goal to re-design lifecycles so that materials are reused and waste is minimal. They are looking at a way to compost brush and leaf collections. Many materials can be reused or recycled  producing “green jobs”. They are making real progress to make Asheville the southeastern leader in clean energy and environmental sustainability. Their strategies include reuse, recycling, and composting in addition to recycling waste water. 
Buncombe County says that trash is a profitable enterprise for them and the loss of revenue would have to be studied if reuse and recycle severely reduces the amount of trash going into the landfill. Bob invited SACEE to the Festival of Neighborhoods to display what they do and talk to the neighborhoods.
Ken Putnam, Director of Transportation discussed the revisions to the Traffic Calming Policy that are being considered. It was adopted in 2000 and needs to be updated. There has been no dedicated traffic calming money since 2007. A list has been kept for the needs of the city and in 2014 Council has approved funds for 2014 but it cannot be used until the second quarter. 
The suggested changes include the following items:
The only traffic calming devices that will be considered include speed humps and/or speed cushions (asphalt and/or “bolt-down”) 
Change the minimum threshold to include a speed condition and a traffic volume condition. 
 Eliminate the 40% petition and substitute a structured neighborhood awareness campaign and education process that would last for a minimum period of six months. (As of June 30, 2013 all streets already on the list will not come under this)
Allow projects to be constructed with partial private funding that would be matched with public funding.
Traffic calming devices will not be installed on city-maintained streets that are in areas of the City that the Asheville Fire Department Standard of Cover Performance is less than 90%. 
Allocate a maximum of 2% of the annual construction funds on neighborhood awareness campaigns and education processes. The City of Durham has a Pace Car Program that also is being looked at. Citizens and neighborhood groups participate on a yearly basis by pledging and following through to: Drive within the speed limit of City streets, stop at all Stop Signs and Red Lights, stop to let pedestrians cross the street, Be courteous to bicyclists and other motorists, reduce car usage, and display the Pace Car Program stickers. 
Alan, Elaine, and Bob will draft a response for discussion at our October meeting on these revisions. Ken would like to get Council’s ok by January or February.
The September 23, 2013 Shiloh meeting for the South area will be at 6 P M at the Shiloh Community Center. We need to contact the homeowners association, Sophie Dixon, is President and Norma Baynes is the liaison as well as the churches and any other interested groups or citizens in that area. We will need a sign-up sheet and will pass out the survey to be filled out and returned to us at the meeting. 
Chris discussed the Festival of Neighborhoods planning and stated that he, Bob, and Carmen met with John Wood and that Mr. Wood is delighted to be the featured speaker. Chris will offer short remarks and the Mayor will be invited to do so. Chancellor Anne Ponder will welcome everyone. Child care will be needed. 
Five neighborhoods that have already signed up. Each member of the committee was assigned neighborhood groups to contact by phone and letter. We need to tell them to send their photos to Elaine and need to know who is coming by September 10, 2013. If business or non-profits inquire, we would prefer everything stay strictly residential, but if they show up the displays can be put in a separate area. Chris will notify the Asheville Citizen-Times. We will also ask that the Police and Fire Departments send representatives. The co-sponsor will be the Coalition of Asheville Neighborhoods since they are a 501 c 3. The next planning sub-committee meetings will be September 16, 2013 at 6:30 pm at Chris Pelly’s office and October 14, 2013 at 6:30 pm. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 pm.
							Respectfully submitted, 
							Barber Melton, Secretary

