Neighborhood Advisory Committee Minutes

June 24, 2013 Meeting

5:30-7:30 P.M., Public Works Building

Committee Members Attending:

Saul Chase (Chair), Alan Escovitz, Bob Roepnack, Barber Melton, Carmen Ramos-Kennedy, Elaine Poovey, DeWayne Barton, Joe Fioccola, Spencer Hardaway,

Chris Pelly, ex-officio, Asheville City Council 

City Staff Attending:

 Marsha Stickford, Neighborhood Coordinator

The meeting was called to order by Chair Saul Chase at 5:30 p.m. Our new members

Joe Fioccola and Pastor Spencer Hardaway and our guest speaker for the evening, 

Tracy Kunkler were welcomed by the committee. The minutes of the May 20, 2013 

meeting were not approved pending further need for some corrections to be done by Elaine Poovey. After they are approved they will be put on the City website so the public may access them. 

The report on the June 18, 2013 meeting with representatives of the Police and Fire 

Departments attended by Chair Saul Chase, Marsha Stickford, and Alan Escovitz.

Discussion included how the Police and Fire Department can use the Neighborhood Advisory Committee’s community meetings to improve communication with Asheville

citizens. 

The Complete Streets Meeting held on June 3, 2013 with John LePlant, a nationally-known expert on street design.  He spoke on what this program will do for the cities that have or will adopt it. Everybody shares the streets safely. Asheville has already adopted this policy. All attendees agreed this was a wonderful informative learning experience. 

Marsha Stickford spoke briefly regarding the use of the East and West community centers by LEAF.  Marsha contacted the community groups that were using the centers so they could arrange for alternative meeting spaces.  LEAF is now providing after-school care at East Asheville.

Chair Saul Chase explained to our new members about our need for all members to regularly attend monthly meetings. We are there to listen and learn. We can compile information to n pass along to the City Council when we see that there are similar concerns or good results that we can pass along to all our neighborhoods. Surveys are to be provided at each meeting for those attending to fill out and return to us for additional input to the committee. It was suggested that we look at the surveys as an agenda item for our next meeting. Chris Pelly suggested we look at South Asheville for the next community meeting on September 23, 2013. 

There will be sidewalks going in on Hendersonville Rd. and Overlook Rd. 
Dewayne Barton suggested that we get community leaders to attend NAC’s neighborhood meetings. The committee discussed possible meeting places in the South Asheville region, including the Shiloh Community Center and two local schools,
The next meeting for the Neighborhood Advisory Committee will be July 15, 2013

At 5:30-7:30 p.m.

The committee discussed the East Asheville Community Meeting held on May 20, 2013.  
Bob Roepnack spoke about the good work being done by each neighborhood and also appreciated the sharing of concerns. Elaine Poovey was impressed with the number of city staff that attended and the quality of information presented. Saul Chase was impressed with the turnout and suggested we find a bigger space next time. Barber Melton spoke about the hours of time and talent that people spend in the effort to 

make their neighborhood and community a better place. Carmen Ramos-Kennedy saw 

enthusiasm and best practices being used. Alan Escovitz heard concerns about traffic, road repairs, and infrastructure. 

Tracy Kunkler, from Sims and Steele, gave an overview of the Dynamic Governance system and conducted the discussion regarding the Awards Celebration for neighborhoods that will be held in the fall. She told us that Dynamic Governance is efficient, quicker, and keeps meetings moving forward. It is a three part process:

(1) Describe the dimensions of the issues (no solutions yet)

(2) Brainstorm actions and solutions

(3) Present a proposal for consent

Saul, Chris, and Carmen reported on their meeting with UNC-A Chancellor Anne Ponder on May 23, 2013. UNC-A will host the Awards Celebration to be held on October 27, 2013 in the Mountain View Room, Sherrill Center, Room 417.

Chancellor Ponder agreed it would be good for the community and UNC-A. The present sub-committee of Barber, Chris, and Carmen welcome any other members who would like to serve on this sub-committee. Tracy led us in a detailed discussion of what the celebration will look like. The committee discussed whether it will be a recognition or a competition. This will be continued at our next meeting. Saul will be on the sub-committee with Marsha and Tracy to work on a grant proposal for Neighborhood training in Dynamic Governance. 

Carmen told the committee about the Burton Street Community meeting, which had excellent neighborhood participation. The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

