NEIGHBORHOOD ADVISORY COMMITTEE Minutes

March 28, 2013 

5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Public Works Building

Present:

Committee Members:  Saul Chase (Chair), Alan Escovitz (Vice-Chair), Bob Roepnack, Elaine Poovey, Carmen Ramos-Kennedy.

City Council Liaison: 

Neighborhood Coordinator Marsha Stickford
Visitor: Gaya Erlandson
Item 1:  Announcements and Approval of Minutes. 
· NAC members reviewed the minutes from the February 28th meeting.  A motion to approve was made by Bob Roepnack and unanimously approved.

· Saul announced that City Council had passed a resolution accepting the annual report with the addition of a request from the Mayor for NAC to help inform residents about city master plans.  (see attached)

· Gaya introduced herself. Robert reported on his visit with the organizers of the Oakley Farmers’ Market.  They are producing programming aimed at strengthening the community.  Josh O’Conner is one of the organizers and he expressed concerns about the permitting process for the Market.  The group also shared their concerns about the need for sidewalks and other pedestrian safety measures for the Oakley community.

· Chris updated the group on the activities of the North Asheville group working on establishing a dog park in North Asheville.  This is a community-based effort that has involved reaching out to the developer of the Thoms Estate property, who has expressed a willingness to donate land for the project.  
· Elaine shared information with the group about her presentation on traffic calming for Bear Creek at the West Asheville City Council Community meeting.

Item 2: Meeting Schedule.  Saul gave an update on the process to fill the vacancies created by the resignations of Peggy Dutton and Jean Boyd.  The group discussed whether or not a change in the meeting day and time would help with attendance.  Alternate days were explored including the 4th Monday of the month.  It was determined to look at changing the meeting date to April to Monday the 22nd from 5:30 to 7:30 pm.

Item 3: Implementation of the Action Plan.

A. Council adopted the report including the action plan with an addition request that NAC share information about the city’s various master plans as they impact specific neighborhoods.  Marsha will work to make the plans available to NAC members so they can become more familiar with them.  Elaine expressed a concern that the master plans and their impacts were complicated and it would be too time consuming for NAC members to get even good baseline information about all of them in order to present information to others.  It would be better to stay focused on the other items of the NAC Action Plan. The group discussed clarifying the most impactful role for NAC.  Everyone agreed that listening to community members was a priority. Alan suggested that NAC members should hear issues and aggregate them to present to Council to help with resource allocation with a focus on helping prioritize instead of solving issues.  Carmen emphasized that the NAC should act as advocates for neighborhood issues with Council.  Bob said that in his interactions with neighborhood groups he has heard a strong emphasis on the need for the city to focus on providing safe movement for all modes of transportation.
The group was interested in starting with information about the plans that were related to transportation.  The group proposed a motion that the appropriate resource people from the city come to a future meeting to inform NAC members about master plans related to sidewalks, bikes, traffic calming and greenways.

B. Community Meetings Sub-Committee:

At next Council Community Meeting, Chris can do a brief introduction of NAC.

In addition to NAC members attending existing meetings, NAC needs to holds its regular meetings in different areas of the city.  The sub-committee to plan these meetings will include Bob, Elaine, Saul and Marsha.
C. Action Plan Sub-Committee.  This committee will be formed after a discussion to clarify the focus of this effort at the June meeting.

D. Neighborhood Recognition Committee:  Members – Chris, Carmen, Alan and Saul.  This committee will meet before the next NAC meeting and make a report.

Saul will contact Barber and DeWayne to see which committee they would like to serve on.

Item 4: Timeline for 2013 Action Plan.  Alan recommended that NAC develop a timeline to monitor whether or not NAC is meeting its goals.  Bob made a motion that the NAC members would assess the status of their goals at the July 2013 meeting.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
Item 5:  Guest.  Gaya shared information about the Culture for Changing Aging Network and other information on community building frameworks.

Item 6: Next meeting agenda – April 22, 2013.

1. Carmen and Elaine will help identify content for Transportation presentation. Marsha will follow up with inviting Ken Putnam to attend meeting. 

2. Committee Reports: Meeting and Recognition Sub-committees

Meeting adjourned

