
 Neighborhood Advisory Committee Minutes  

January 12,2015 

Public Works Building, 6:30 pm 

 

Committee Members Attending: 

DeWayne Barton. Saul Chase, Alan Escovitz, Joe Fioccola, Pastor Spencer Hardaway,  Elaine Poovey and Bob 

Roepnack 

City Council Liaison:  Chris Pelly 

Neighborhood Coordinator:  Marsha Stickford 

Visitor: David Nutter 

 

Item I: Welcome, Approval of Minutes of November 24 Meeting: The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by 

Chairman Elaine. The minutes of the November 24, 2014 meeting were approved as distributed with one correction 

noted later: ‘Hood talk’ not ‘Good Talk.’) 

 

Item II: Second Draft of Annual Report: The group reviewed a Matrix prepared by Alan that collected the 

concerns of the five areas from the Area meetings and the Coffee and Conversation. Elaine added additional data to 

the matrix gleaned from the minutes of the area meetings. DeWayne added a concern that Burton Street feels they 

put effort into creating a community plan and that the city is ignoring it. Marsha noted tha t the Burton Street plan is 

a community plan and not a land use plan requiring City Council adoption. Nor was the City involved in the process. 

She explained that the area plans that Council has been involved in and adopted include WECAN, East End Valley 

Street and a South French Broad Vision Plan assisted by Bill and Marianna Bailey. Perhaps the issue is one of 

planning overlay and that little resources have been put towards planning. (There has been no director for six 

months, and they have also been short staffed in that time.) We should think of positive ways to move forward and 

convey priorities to Council. Elaine suggested that an agenda item for our next meeting should be Advice to follow 

through on area plans also lack of communication between City Departments.  

 Saul expressed a desire for more ‘advising’ in the Annual Report not simply reporting what we heard from 

a limited group of individuals. He envisions  clear recommendations to improve neighborhoods  as in a prioritized list 

(with some threshold of support from the Committee as a whole.) One item for his list is the poor condition of City 

Streets that need to be swept especially in ‘bad’ neighborhoods. He is looking forward to making things better in 

neighborhoods with general advice not a specific street or area. Alan agreed that we provide a funnel to collect 

information and concerns and report them back to Council.  His matrix tries to identify key priorities and may 

indicate needs for allocations. Bob asserted that the conclusion of the Report should follow the results of the matrix. 

Spencer agreed with Saul that we are an ‘advisory’ committee and should advise council not just collect 

information. Bob expanded that we are a collection point and unique conduit to City Council but we should also 

educate staff since neighborhoods are clearly frustrated. The top three points on the matrix are 1) Lack of Sidewalks, 

2) Traffic Calming and 3) Neighborhood Safety.  Alan posed that we may need some different kind of tool in the 

future to get better information. DeWayne agreed. Chris expressed the need for context and conclusions beyond the 

mere matrix and possibly some specifics. Saul countered that it should not be too specific but just an overview of 

concerns--expressing broad issues we found that affect neighborhoods. He challenged the committee to answer the 

question: what is most important to you? And then vote to some kind of consensus. He has observed that in 

Asheville neighborhoods are historically underfunded and a low priority. He encouraged us to identify what we want 

to be better. Chris noted that it would be useful to Council if recommendations are finalized before the Council 

Retreat on January 30-31.  Saul, Joe, Alan and Spencer agreed to form a subcommittee and prepare a draft of 

Advisory recommendations before our January 26 meeting.   

 

Item VI: Other: David Nutter introduced himself. He recently met with Teddy and Saul and Chris. His background 

is in City Planning where in Baltimore in 1968 he developed a systematic approach to planning that is still in use.  

They develop action projects consistent with the neighborhood plans and that need to be implemented. He would 

incorporate some of those ways to improve neighborhood planning in Asheville. 

 

Item IV: Festival of Neighborhoods Workshops : Elaine announced that AB-Tech was confirmed for March 15th. 

She, Joe and Teddy will do a site visit on Thursday January 22nd at 10 am meeting at the Office of the President in 

the Simpson Building. She updated each of the planned Workshop presenters. 1) Developing a Neighborhood 

Newsletter; Joan Miller, Editor of the Montford Newsletter was confirmed. 2) Communication; Robert Maddix  

would not present. (However he may consider teaming up with Officer Keith McCulloch.) 3) Crime/Safety-CPAC; 

Jay Gurney may not be in town in March, however Chris noted that CPAC was committed to sending a member and 

an APD Officer. 4) Grassroots Fund raising; Alan and Suzanne Escovitz are confirmed. He outlined the topics 

they will cover.5) Creating a Vision for your Neighborhood; Chris and Teddy are confirmed. 6) Introduction to 

Circle Forward: Tracy Kunkler is confirmed.  Each presenter should send a summary of their Topic to Elaine by 

January 26 for inclusion in the publicity. Elaine also announced that Teddy volunteered to be responsible for 

providing refreshments. Elaine explained that there was no response from the Edington Center. DeWayne no ted that 
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there was some resistance at first but after a while the board came around but  by then  it was too late. He regrets that 

it was a missed opportunity but still a possibility in the future.  

 

Item VI: Other: Bob reported on a meeting at Asheville Green Works that he attended with Elaine, Teddy and Joe. 

They met with the new Executive Director Dawn Chavez.  They are sponsoring a City Wide Clean Up on April 18 

to clean streams, rivers, sidewalks and streets. They will organize volunteers in each neighb orhood that wants them 

and recruit some from the service programs at UNC-Asheville and Warren Wilson College. They provide supplies 

such as gloves, vests, tools, bags, etc. DeWayne suggested the need for dumpsters at various locations. Bob noted 

that Green Works gets reduced tipping fees. The results are big savings, beautification and the community coming 

together. There will also be an after party at a central location such as MLK Park with donated BBQ and drinks and 

a place to tell stories of ‘the Big Sweep.’ Chris tried to identify the PR ‘hook’ of how to publicize it. Perhaps it could 

be ‘neighborhoods coming together city wide.’  Saul asked how much would be ‘rivers and roads’. Bob emphasized 

it would be more ‘streets and creeks’. DeWayne hoped for some items to turn into art.  Elaine noted no opposition 

from the committee. Bob advised that Green Works would like an information table at the Workshops in March to 

sign people up and pull together information on what neighborhoods need. Bob, Teddy and Saul will form a 

subcommittee. Bob moved that NAC work with Asheville Green Works to establish a Neighborhood Clean Up Day 

on April 18th to complete a city wide cleanup with Festival Party and BBQ at the end. The motion was seconded and 

approved. 

 

Item V: Meeting attended by Committee Members: Joe Attended two WECAN meetings and the Green Works 

meeting. Saul had no report.  Spencer met with Shiloh, Black Lives Matter and a meeting with the Mayor and 

Police Chief. DeWayne met twice for Hood Talks, and Black Lives Matter. The next Hood Talk is January 22 at 

Pisgah View Apartments. Alan met with the Mayor’s Task Force, the City Board of Adjustment, the Five Points 

Neighborhood, and the Grove Park Neighborhood Association. He announced that on January 24 at Bo jangles on 

Merrimon from 8-9:30 Coffee with a Cop was an opportunity to meet Keith McCulloch and the new Interim Police 

Chief. Bob has been meeting with the Multi-Modal Commission and their Sidewalk Committee, the Green Works 

Board and executive search committee, the City and Green Works to plan a park on Beaucatcher Mountain, and a 

neighborhood organizing meeting for the Beaverdam Valley. He also reported that he was working with Green 

Works and the Norwood neighborhood to replant the traffic islands on Murdock Ave. Elaine reported that Teddy 

attended City Council/Planning and Zoning meeting, and the Green Works Meeting. Elaine attended the Green 

Works Meeting.  

 

Item III: Website Profiles Report: Elaine received website profiles from: 28801:37 Hiawassee**, Albemarle Park, 

Charlotte Street, D.A.R.N., Five Points, Grove Park/Sunset, Montford, WECAN; 28803: none; 28804: none; 28805: 

Parkway Forest, Cloisters**; 28806: Lucerne, Malvern Hills, Enka, Falconhurst Wilshire Park. Saul questioned the 

inclusion of some respondents. The Cloisters referred him to the property owner who referred him to a website. So 

he raised the question what is a neighborhood? Marsha explained that there has never been a city policy defining 

what constitutes a neighborhood. Past practice is that if they think they are, then they are. Whether condo 

associations are actually neighborhoods or are parts of neighborhoods was discussed. Marsha asserted that all 

neighborhoods are self defined.  She suggested that when all the profiles are in we may make some 

recommendations noting the incentives that we are a conduit to City Council. 

 

Item VI: Other Marsha announced that the survey for Asheville In Motion was still open and they are finding a 

way to include Public Housing input. The next big meeting will be in March. City Council meets on January 30 and 

31. She will send links to all City Plans, Coffee with a Cop, Mayor’s Task Force and Police Chief Selection Process. 

 

Item VII Agenda Items for January 26, 2015 meeting: 1) Draft Report from the Recommendations 

subcommittee; 2) Update Festival of Neighborhoods II: Workshops; 3) Website profiles 4) Discussion: Follow 

through on area plans and lack of communication between City Departments.  
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm by Elaine.                                         

 Minutes submitted by Joe Fioccola, Secretary 


