Neighborhood Advisory Committee Minutes
October 28, 2013

Public Works Building, Conference Room 6:30 pm-8:30 pm

Committee Members Attending:

Saul Chase (Chairman), Bob Roepnack, Alan Escovitz, DeWayne Barton, Joe Fioccola, Elaine Poovey 

City Council Liaison:  Chris Pelly

Neighborhood Coordinator:  Marsha Stickford

City Staff:

Communication and Public Engagement Officer:  Dawa Hitch

Item 1:  Welcome and Approval of Minutes of September 23 Meeting
Chairman Saul Chase called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  The minutes of the September 23 meeting were approved on a motion from Bob Roepnack and a second by Joe Fioccola with the following corrections:

· Add Lieutenant to Jamie Crawford’s title.

·  To the Crowfields Community report, add simple suppers, movie nights, blood drives, and 1st Friday events.

Discussion followed regarding listing of committee members’ attendance at community meetings.  It was agreed that information of neighborhood or city sponsored community meetings attended by NAC members since January 1, 2013 would be forwarded to Elaine for inclusion in the minutes.

Item 2: Election of Secretary for October 2013-August 2014 and Committee Appointment

 Saul advised the committee that Secretary Barber Melton would appreciate being relieved of those duties.  Alan nominated Elaine to fill that position and the committee agreed to accept the nomination and election.

Saul then recommended Alan as NAC’s liaison with the Citizen’s Police Advisory Committee. Elaine moved the committee accept the recommendation.  The motion was seconded and approved.
Item 3:  Traffic Calming Policy Recommendations
Saul explained the process used to gather committee response and submission to the traffic calming subcommittee.  For future issues, NAC needs to understand the timetable as we go forward.
Item 4:  Debriefing of September 23 Meeting at Shiloh Community Center

Committee members agreed we did not have the same level of attendance/participation as at the East Community meeting.  The staff presentations were high quality.  There were not a lot of issues happening in South Asheville to bring communities together.  We need to use the survey more actively, be more strategic about scheduling the meeting, and choose the locations carefully.

Item 5:  Public Relations Strategies for NAC

Dawa explained the process the City uses to engage the public for meetings:  being subject oriented, going where people already are,   using government TV, using a diverse portfolio of broadcast, print, radio, website, and social media, Facebook, and over 7,000 followers on Twitter.  Saul asked if NAC could provide information for press releases and received a positive response
Item 6:  Planning for November 25 Community Meeting

After discussion the committee agreed to postpone the November 25 Community Meeting in the North area until sometime in the spring (due to likely poor attendance during the holidays and some issues that will develop soon.)  A sub-committee will be formed to plan that meeting.  The NAC regular monthly meeting will be November 25.  We agreed there would be no meeting on December 23 but there would be two meetings in January 2014 to complete the committee’s Annual Report to Council.

Item 7:  Debriefing of October 27 Festival of Neighborhoods Meeting

Committee members assessed the event and agreed to further discussion at the November 25 meeting.  Saul suggested a sub-committee study the comments for future planning.  No action was taken on the suggestion. 

Item 8:  Status of Community Policing and Asheville Neighborhoods

Alan led the discussion.  He reminded the committee of its mission and vision statements and pointed out that five of these statements reflect safety concerns.  Citing a Louisville, Kentucky model, he shared three hand-outs:  (1) Safe Neighborhoods, (2)The Psycho Emotional Development of Neighborhoods, and (3) Comparing the Odds of Calling the Police or Responding Informally with the Odds of Doing Nothing According to the Psycho Emotional State of the Neighborhood.   The following questions were posed by Alan:

How can NAC work with neighborhood leaders to break down barriers and bring about more effective communication between the neighborhoods and the APD?

How can NAC work with neighborhoods lacking an organization and strong leadership to take ownership of the crime problems in their neighborhoods, break down barriers and increase communication with the police?

Alan noted that Asheville Police Chief Anderson offered to attend one of our future meetings.

Discussion followed and Dawa suggested NAC take a look at “where we’ve been and what we’ve learned”.  DeWayne was asked to speak to the issue at the November meeting.

Item 9:  Agenda Items for November 25 Meeting

Festival of Neighborhoods and Area Meetings subcommittees

Community Policing/Safe Neighborhood Strategy-DeWayne Barton will lead this discussion.
Planning for Annual Report

Set additional January meeting in lieu of monthly meeting in December
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm by Chairman Saul Chase.







Elaine Poovey








Secretary
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