Asheville Affordable Housing Advisory Committee
August 1, 2013
Meeting Notes

Attending members: Lindsey Simerly, Scott Dedman, Mae Creadick, Barber Melton, Jay Gurney, Allison Bond,
Attending staff: Shannon Capezzali, Dave Hill, Marvin Feinblatt, Alesha Reardon
Others Attending: Timothy Sadler

Introductions:
· Lindsey Simerly called the meeting to order. The June 2013 meeting notes were approved
Updates:
· Dave Hill provided an update on the CDBG and HOME funding allocations for FY 2013-2014. City Council will review the revised amounts on August 13. 
· HUD will release the proposed rule on July 19 regarding the Fair Housing Act. A GIS based analysis system will be used to determine target population locations in order to identify where discrimination and fair housing problems may be more prevalent. Committee members are welcome to provide comments until September 17th. Lindsey Simerly stated that the proposed rule does not include LGBT populations. The committee agreed to draft a public comment and ask to include LGBT individuals in discrimination mapping. 
Unfinished Business:
· Stakeholder Engagement:
· The Planning Commission will revisit the 291 E. Chestnut Street development at its August 7th meeting. This development is experiencing heavy opposition from some locals despite being in compliance with all city requirements. The rezoning of the property has opened the project approval to public scrutiny. The developer of this project would be a good contact for AHAC’s stakeholder engagement process. 
· City staff contacted a number of developers to determine if they would be willing to participate in the stakeholder engagement process. Names will continue to be added to the list. The developer response has so far been positive. Habitat for Humanity offered their office space for a group forum if needed. Developers who expressed a preference preferred one-on-one interviews.  
· Additional names to add to the developers list for contact: David Lafev of Wells Mountain, LLC; The owners of Compact Cottage Company; Greg McGuffy of Earthtone Builders; Bob Grasso of Land Planning Collaboration; Developers identified rom the city’s Fee Rebate list. 
· Lindsey Simerly suggested that each Committee member make 2 or 3 calls to developers to set up meetings. In addition, an online survey could expand the number of responses. Lindsey will make the assignments, committee members should contact her with any preferences. The committee must be clear about what “affordable housing” means. Interviews should be done by the October AHAC meeting. A questionnaire could also be provided during the City’s annual developers forum. 
· City staff will provide a draft list of interview questions, provide support, and compile the final report draft. Staff will also create an information packet for interviews to include: an income table showing 30/60/80% median income limits and HUD rent rates for each; a cheat sheet showing all current city incentives that are available to developers; statistics about affordable housing, types of housing that have been developed, and demographics being served. Interviews should occur in August and September. 
· Scott Dedman requested that city staff provide a map of all residential developments built in the last three years, and what land is currently on the market. 
New Business:
· AHAC has a committee membership opening. Dave Dills will be leaving before the end of his term in September. City council will post for that position and it will be an open public process. The AHAC should identify perspectives that are missing currently, such as a large scale private developer, or a city resident who is in need of affordable housing. 
Public Comment:
· Timothy Sadler, a West Asheville resident, asked the committee to consider alternative building options to help further affordable housing options in the city. These could include yurts, alternative communities, and other non-traditional approaches. He is currently involved in a project with Bob Grasso to build homes for homeless veterans in an apartment complex on Hazel Mill Road. The community may include a garden, monthly bus passes worked into the rent, and bike parking. The initial rezoning request was denied. There are between 70 to 90 proposed units.  
· Mae Creadick stated that the AHAC should consider more alternative housing options that have been tried successfully in other areas. 
The next AHAC meeting will be September 5, 2013 at 8:30 am in the 5th floor Large Conference room of City Hall. 
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