Asheville Affordable Housing Advisory Committee
April 10, 2014
Meeting Notes

Attending Members:  Lindsey Simerly, Scott Dedman, William Irby, Mae Creadick, Robin Raines.
Not Attending:  Barber Melton Brian Alexander, Jay Gurney
Attending Staff: Jeff Staudinger, Cathy Ball, Dave Hill, Heather Dillashaw.

Administration:
· The March 6, 2014 meeting notes were approved.

Updates:
· Jeff Staudinger provided an update on the HOME Consortium’s recommendations for HOME funding. In response to committee questions, Heather Dillashaw provided information about Oak Hill Commons, a proposed 30 unit development for the “hard-to-house” homeless population. Committee members were excited about this proposed project. 


Unfinished Business:
Recommendations to Council:  Lindsey Simerly reviewed the Committee’s recommendations to Council. She asked the Committee for thoughts on how these recommendations could be actualized. 

Committee discussion points included:
· Is there an opportunity to work more closely with the County?
· Location is key environmental issue;
· Can other, especially commercially zoned properties, be opened up for denser housing development?
· Will form-based codes result in more affordable housing?
· How can we make inclusionary zoning and land banking part of City policy?
· City-owned property may be easiest to turn to affordable housing;
· Assembly of key properties in strategic location is necessary.

Jeff and Cathy Ball updated the Committee on Parks Maintenance site planning, and discussion with Housing Authority regarding Lee Walker Heights. Members discussed up and down sides of identifying sites, including the opportunity to specify outcomes (for example, # of affordable units required) and sites becoming targets for those opposed to neighborhood change. 

The focus of the discussion turned to Recommendation #2:
“The City of Asheville should increase density for affordable housing throughout the City, and should change land use regulations to encourage affordable housing in more zoning districts.  All city boards and commissions should be tasked with developing policies, programs, and procedures that will increase density in our City to provide needed tax base and encourage more affordable housing.  Existing density bonuses need to be preserved and enhanced.  If density bonuses available under the UDO are not being used for affordable housing, we should find out why and fix any barriers.”

Lindsey proposed that the Committee members make presentations to selected Boards and Commissions, to educate them about affordable housing and begin the discussion on how recommendation #2 could be realized. 

Pending scheduling, members agreed to take responsibility for presentations to the following:
· Lindsey and Mae: Coalition of Asheville Neighborhoods (CAN)
· Planning and Zoning Commission: Robin and Lindsey
· Multi-Modal Transportation Commission: Scott
· Neighborhood Advisory Committee: Mae
· Asheville Area Riverfront Redevelopment Commission: William
· SACEE: Lindsey
· Downtown Commission: Robin
· Historic Resources Commission: Mae

The next AHAC meeting is scheduled for May 1, 2014.  
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