Asheville Affordable Housing Advisory Committee
April 4, 2013
Meeting Notes

Attending members: Mae Creadick, Gordon Smith, Barber Melton, Lindsey Simerly, Allison Bond, Scott Dedman. 
Attending staff: Jeff Staudinger, Shannon Capezzali, Martha McGlohon, Judy Daniels, Marvin Feinblatt. 

Introductions:
· Lindsey Simerly called the meeting to order. The March 2013 meeting notes were approved with a change to unfinished business – LGBT Housing Policy section to read ‘April’ instead of ‘May’.

Updates:
· Jeff Staudinger provided an update on the CDBG and HOME funding recommendations. Allocations are conditional and not final until they are sent by HUD. The original assumption was a 10% cut, which may now be a 14% increase instead from last year’s allocation. If the actual allocation is more than 10% different than the estimate, the HCD Committee and HOME Consortium will meet again. If the actual allocation is 10% or less than the estimate, pro rata adjustments will be made to grantees. 

Unfinished business:
· Lindsey Simerly and Mae Creadick provided an update on the creation of a local non-discrimination policy for housing for housing which would include LGBT individuals as a protected class. The St. Louis County Missouri policy is being considered as a possible guide for drafting Asheville’s policy, which would extend protection beyond city-funded housing to include all housing in the city. ABCRC may be able to assist with enforcement. The reinstatement of the AB Fair Housing Commission is one option to consider. 
· Martha McGlohon stated that funding for enforcement remains an obstacle. The policy being proposed by the AHAC appears to be substantially equivalent to the Federal Fair Housing law, but with the inclusion of sexual orientation/gender identity. She will research NC law as it applies to this issue. 
· Jeff Staudinger stated that the City previously conducted research about enforcing fair housing laws, which may inform the current process. If the HCD Committee supports the recommendation, the City can be directed to collaborate with stakeholders and the legal department to determine options to address enforcement. 
Mae Creadick made a motion to recommend that the City of Asheville adopt a fair housing ordinance that would make it unlawful for any person to refuse to sell or rent or make unavailable or deny a dwelling to any person because of race, color, religion, national origin, gender, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity or familial status. And that the City of Asheville would investigate the most cost effective options for enforcement of said ordinance. Allison Bond seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

· The stakeholder engagement function of the AHAC was discussed. This item is on the agenda for the summer. Judy Daniels provided some guidance on the process of determining who the stakeholders are and how to engage them. Educating developers of local incentives and density options is one important piece. Incentives adopted a year ago have not been utilized by developers and Council would like to research why. The Coalition of Asheville Neighborhoods, the real estate community, local banks and lenders, and the City’s neighborhood committee’s should all be engaged in future efforts. Despite Council goals, industrial land is being turned into residential property which reduced the ability to create jobs. AHAC members are encouraged to attend a P&Z meeting. Single family zoned areas on the edge of commercial properties should be looked at for their development potential. 
· Jeff Staudinger stated that if City revenues are cut significantly through State action, the city ability to provide incentives will be in question. Density options may not require financial incentives. 
· Barber Melton stated that tax rates have prevented development in the area. She suggested inviting a bank to talk about its view of the city’s incentive options. 
· Gordon Smith stated that the Homelessness Initiative Advisory Committee should be engaged. The AHAC needs to obtain a list of things the city is doing poorly, or the regulatory barriers that developers want reexamined. Traffic calming in neighborhoods needs to remain a priority in order to garner support for more density. 
· Brian Alexander mentioned environmental groups as a stakeholder due to the decrease of pollution and sprawl that occurs with increased density. 
· A City-sponsored development forum is held twice a year. The issue of developing workforce housing could become the focus of one of these forums. Jeff will research this.

Next Meeting: May 2, 2013, 8:30 am, City Hall 5th floor. 
 
