Asheville Affordable Housing Advisory Committee
February 6, 2014
Meeting Notes

Attending Members: Lindsey Simerly, Scott Dedman, Barber Melton, Robin Raines, William Irby
[bookmark: _GoBack]Not Attending: Allison Bond, Brian Alexander, Gordon Smith, Jay Gurney, Mae Creadick
Attending Staff: Dave Hill, Jeff Staudinger, Shannon Capezzali, Judy Daniel
Others Attending: Randall Barnett, Greg Borom

Administration:
· The January 2014 meeting notes were approved.
Updates:
· Dave Hill provided an update on the Housing Trust Fund. The HCD Committee, at their January meeting, awarded HTF funds to two projects: Givens Estate Gerber Park Apartments for $230,000, and a Kirk Booth single family home project for $90,000 for 6 units. $57,000 in HTF funds have been left uncommitted, however the committee expressed an interest in working with the Hard to House project by Biotat once the project was further along. 

· Jeff Staudinger provided an update on the CDBG/HOME application process. The deadline is Friday, February 7, 2014. Staff hopes to know HUD’s budget allocations by the HOME/HCD funding meetings. Anticipated amounts are $800,000 for HOME and $900,000 for CDBG grants.

· Staff has received the final draft of the Affordable Housing Scorecard which will be provided first to the HCD Committee at their February 18 meeting, and then to AHAC for review at their March meeting. Overall the report shows that Asheville is doing well at creating affordable housing compared to similar nearby cities, and that the city has a smaller percentage of rent overburdened residents compared to other areas

· Jeff Staudinger provided information about a Gentrification study that is happening for the East of the Riverway area with the goals of supporting existing communities and addressing artists concerns about being priced out of their studios. The study will seek to answer what strategies can assist with the issue of gentrification of commercial areas, and the loss of resident’s ability to retain their housing. 
Unfinished Business: 
· Stakeholder Engagement: The Committee reviewed its recommendation list to City Council. The recommendations have been broken into two sections: Critical short term goals which require immediate action by Council, and a summary of all of the recommendations. Committee members reviewed the recommendations for wording edits.  City staff will draft an advocacy statement to add to the beginning of the report and will provide the statement to Lindsey Simerly for review.  

· Judy Daniel will discuss at the March AHAC meeting changes to residential density in commercial  and Industrial zoning districts. Staff will also seek input regarding short term housing options related to “airbnb” style rentals, short term vacation or local rentals. Lindsey Simerly asked the Committee to consider how these issues might affect people who need a short term rental while they are in between permanent housing, and also, how short term vacation rentals may drive up costs for long term regular renters. 
Public Comment:
Randall Barnett, the Chair of the Affordable Housing Committee of the Asheville Board of Realtors, provided information about the Committee’s focus on workforce housing certification and training for local members. Currently 60 Board members have become certified workforce housing specialists. The Committee will be hosting the 4th Housing Fair on May 17, 2014 at Calvary Baptist Church from 10am to 2pm. The theme is ‘Steps to Homeownership’, and will include housing related vendors and speaker sessions for the public to learn more about homeownership. 
· The Affordable Housing Committee requests that AHAC help to market the event to the public, and to express support for the event so that the Committee may invite Asheville’s Mayor to speak at the event. 
· Randall Barnett also suggested that AHAC add ‘partnering with other agencies’ to item #4 under ‘Summary of all committee member recommendations’ on the Staff report. Specifically, the City could consider partnering with the 60 Workforce Housing Specialists certified through the Board of Realtors.  
· AHAC members stated that they are supportive of the event. City staff will assist Mr. Randall in making the request to the Mayor, and may be able to have the event advertised through the city’s website and social media pages. Barber Melton will help spread the word through the neighborhood groups. 

The next meeting of the AHAC will be March 6, 2014 at 8:30am in the 5th floor Large Conference Room of City Hall. 

