Asheville Affordable Housing Advisory Committee

December 6, 2012
Meeting Notes

Attending: Members: Lindsey Simerly, Scott Dedman, Brian Alexander, Mae Creadick, Barber Melton. Staff:  Jeff Staudinger, Sandra Anderson, Randy Stallings, Marvin Feinblatt, Shannon Capezzali
Introductions: Lindsey Simerly, committee chair, called the meeting to order. November 1 2012 meeting notes were approved. Shannon Capezzali, new Community Development Specialist on staff, was introduced. 
Updates

a. HOME and CDBG Application Timetable – Jeff updated the Committee on the 2013-2014 HOME and CDBG application cycle timetable.  The application workshop was held on December 12, applications due in the first week of February, HCD and Consortium review in mid-March, public hearing and Council action late April, and submittal of Action Plan to HUD by May 15. 
Unfinished Business

a. Committee Prioritized Recommendations. The Committee discussed and prioritized its recommendations for the Housing and Community Development Committee. A summary is attached. 
New Business

a. None. 
Next Meeting

a. Next Meeting – January 3, 2013, 8:30 AM, City Hall 5th Floor
Affordable Housing Advisory Committee

Recommendations to HCD for FY 2014

· Increase allocation of Housing Trust Fund (HTF) to .01 of every $100 of City Property Tax Value.

· Possible sources of funding to achieve this goal:

· Explore including a housing bond as part of a larger bond  referendum

· Increase general fund allocation to the HTF

· Allocate proceeds of sale of City property to HTF

· Allocate proceeds from sale of all foreclosed/condemned/tax sale residential properties to HTF

· Allow for and/or incentivize higher housing density

· Sustainability Density Bonus- Increase the area covered to include up to ¼ mile from transit lines that are served every 30 minutes.  This excludes areas zoned single-family residential.  (Also has support from Sustainability Advisory Committee)

· An alternative would be to allow that increased density by right in those designated areas. 

· Allow mixed-use and high density residential in targeted areas, for example, the River Arts District.  

· Increase increased density by-right in single-family neighborhoods

· An example of this would be to allow construction of an accessory apartment that exceeds 50% of the primary residence if in the original footprint.  This will increase the affordable housing supply.
· Improve Housing Safety

· Adopt or amend housing discrimination ordinance to include discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, gender identification, or gender expression.

· If the above would be required to go through the State Legislature or face a delay of more than 1 year to full implementation, require that all properties that receive any City funds be required to not discriminate on the basis of sexual orientation, gender identification, or gender expression (in addition to all federally protected classes.)

· Approve and distribute a landlord/tenant flyer including information about required conditions of rental property.  (We are near completion of a draft in AHAC)

· Amend current housing code to state that rental properties must have a legal functional heat source by Oct 1. (Current code says Nov. 1)

· Amend current housing code to include mold (that is not the fault of the tenant) as a safety hazard the landlord would be required to fix.

· Establish mandatory Inclusionary Zoning requiring all new housing development to be 20% affordable or pay a fee in lieu of (to HTF)

· Temporarily stop the permanent closure of alleys until the affordable housing crisis is over 

