Asheville Affordable Housing Advisory Committee

October 4, 2012

Meeting Notes

Attending: Members: Lindsey Simerly, Scott Dedman, Brian Alexander, Barber Melton, Mae Creadick Staff:  Jeff Staudinger, Martha McGlohon, Randy Stallings, Marvin Feinblatt, Rachel Wintenburg
Introductions: Lindsey Simerly, committee chair, called the meeting to order.  September, 2012 meeting notes were approved.

Updates

a. QAP Update – Randy Stallings gave an update on the changes to the Qualified Allocation Plan for the upcoming year – one change is that Buncombe County projects will no longer be competing in the metro category, but rather in the western region. Each non-metro county will be eligible for only one project per year.  Scott Dedman noted that this puts Asheville’s projects on par with those in the smallest counties, despite the significantly greater housing need here.
Unfinished Business

a. Housing Development Finance – Lindsey will check in with David Dills on this. .
b. Tenant’s Flyer – Mae Creadick will ask Robert Griffin to work with her to design a handout. It was suggested that one hand-out could address both tenant and landlord rights.  The Committee will look into options for distributing the handout and explore other options for increasing awareness of tenant/landlord rights. 
c. Affordable Housing Bond – Lindsey Simerly led a discussion on how the Committee could possibly present a bond proposal.
New Business

a. Review of CAPER – Jeff Staudinger presented the major housing performance accomplishments through CDBG and HOME funds, which is outlined in the CAPER.  Now in the second year of the 5-Year Consolidated Plan, 68% of total units have been assisted.  This past year, for every $1 of CDBG/HOME spent, $5 was leveraged.  The CAPER report includes a succinct view of how funds are being used as well as financial summaries. http://www.ashevillenc.gov/Portals/0/city-documents/communitydevelopment/CAPER_2012.pdf
b. Buncombe County Affordable Housing Ordinance – Mae Creadick said that Pisgah Legal’s “Workforce Senior Housing Ordinance” went before the Zoning Board.  The goal of the ordinance is to incentivize increased density in appropriate locations in Buncombe County.  County staff responded with concerns with using steep slopes and flood plains and not building close enough to infrastructure.  Jeff Staudinger suggested that the CNT Analysis on location efficiency could be helpful. http://www.ashevillenc.gov/Portals/0/city-documents/communitydevelopment/Location%20Efficient%20Affordable%20Housing%20for%20a%20More%20Sustainable%20Asheville_FINAL.pdf
c. Committee Policy Priorities – Lindsey Simerly suggested that the Committee think about priorities in two ways: long-term visions (such as affordable housing  bonds) and short term policy recommendations (the rental rights flyer, e.g.).  At the next meeting, the Committee will discuss policy priorities they would like to recommend to City Council.  They will update HCD about these policy priorities in December, and in January, the Committee will bring final list of recommendations to HCD.
Next Meeting

a. Next Meeting – November 1, 2012, 8:30 AM, City Hall 5th Floor
