THE MAYOR'S COMMITTEE FOR VETRANS AFFAIRS
MINUTES OF THE 8/28/12 MEETING

The Meeting convened at 1:00pm at the Gashes Creek Road Recreation Division Office.

Those attending:  Jane Banks, Allison Bond, Debra Collington, Karl Katterjohn, Ron Kennedy, Mike Lathrop, Richard Leatherman, Josh O'Conner, Gayle Sovinee, Kenneth Vasilik.
Guests:  Alyce Knaflich, Phelisa Underwood.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Introductions were made by the attendees.

Motion made, seconded and passed that the July meeting minutes be accepted.

Treasurer's Report:  Ron Kennedy reported that our new FY budget balance is current zero.  We are awaiting verification from the Mayor’s office as to budget amount which has historically been $1000.00.
Old Business
Committee Restructuring Update:  We continue to await direction and action from the Mayor on proposal for the committee to partner with the City or the County as a joint committee and act as an advisory board.  This restructuring would provide us with the flexibility to request our items be placed on the City Council agenda.   These agenda items would include our committees role with Veterans Day event, defining our budget process and making Veterans Day a City holiday. 
Bele Chere:  

Gayle reported that the event went well.  She highlighted good volunteer participation with coverage, set up and interaction with the community. She distributed pictures taken during the event.  Questions cards filled out by people that stopped at the booth were distributed to appropriate members to follow up.  Motion made, seconded and passed that $40.00 spent on items to support the event be reimbursed.  
Job Opportunities:  Job link has posted some on the job training opportunities. The VAMC has housing keeping positions posted on USAJOBS.GOV.
Stand Down event is occurring September 6@9-NOON at the Stephens Lee Recreational Center.  Target population is homeless veterans.  Community and VA services will be offered during the event that includes distribution of clothing items, eye exam, haircuts, hot meal, claims assistance.  
New Business
Veterans Day Ceremony: An agenda should be ready by next month.  Alyce indicated that planning is underway with the VAMC Voluntary Service and Buncombe County Veterans Council that is hosting the ceremony. The committee offered to help support the Veterans Day ceremony. 
Holiday meeting schedule:  we will combine our November and December meeting to occur December 11@1:00 likely at the Veterans Quarters as a pot luck lunch.  

Warrior Dog:  Jan identified Shan Cox as the point of contact for training service dogs for veterans in need.  He will be invited to our next meeting. 
Agenda for September: Committee Restructuring, After action report on Stand Down, Veterans Day plans.  

Upcoming Events

Alyce announced that a Women Veterans meeting is occurring September 13@11:30 at the Mills River Restaurant.
Helios Warriors is hosting a fund raiser on September 13.  

The Asheville Fine Arts theater is hosting an Invisible War fund raiser.  The point of contact is Joanie Dickson 337-2734.

Meeting was adjourned at 2:00pm.

Next meeting is scheduled for September 25th at 1:00pm at the Recreation Division Office on Gashes Creek Rd.
