STAFF REPORT

TO: Mayor and City Council DATE: September 20, 2016
FROM: Scott Burnette, Fire Chief
VIA: Gary Jackson, City Manager

SUBJECT: Fiscal Year 16 Assistance to Firefighters Grant

Summary Statement: The consideration of a resolution authorizing the City of Asheville Fire
Department (Fire Department) to apply for a grant in the amount of $500,000.00 from the US
Department of Homeland Security to obtain funding for Structural Firefighting Personal
Protective Equipment, and to accept grant funding if awarded.

Review: The Department of Homeland Security has recently issued guidance for the Fiscal
Year (FY) 2016 Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) program. This is a grant opportunity for
fire departments to purchase needed equipment to enhance firefighter safety, service delivery,
and effectively train personnel. Towards that end, if the grant request is approved, the Fire
Department would purchase Structural Firefighting Personal Protective Equipment to replace
equipment that is currently reaching its end of service life. The Structural Firefighting Personal
Protective Equipment is one of a firefighter's most critical tools for personal protection and
regular replacement ensures that our personnel have the most up-to-date equipment available.
The grant program requires communities of greater than 20,000 populations to match Federal
grant funds equal to 10 percent of the total project cost, or $50,000.

Staff recommends patrticipation in the AFG Program for the following reasons:
e The grant program was developed to assist in the purchase of critical firefighting
equipment and tools to provide greater safety for firefighters.
e |f awarded, the City would be able to utilize grant funds for the purchase of required
equipment.

This action complies with the Strategic Operating Plan by increasing safety, efficiency, and
service delivery; therefore this grant will assist in making Asheville a safer city, based on
appropriate metrics for similarly sized cities.

Pros:
o Improved safety and efficiency of firefighters when responding to dangerous
environments.
e This grant will enable AFD to accelerate our procurement of this equipment.

Cons:
e 10% matching amount of purchase required $50,000

Fiscal Impact: This grant will not increase the Fire Department’s budget request as these funds
are already programmed into the budget.

Recommendation: City staff recommends that City Council authorize the fire department to
apply for a grant in the amount of $500,000 from the US Department of Homeland Security to




obtain funding for Structural Firefighting Personal Protective Equipment, and to accept the grant
funding if awarded.

Attachment
(1) Resolution



RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FIRE DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR A GRANT
FROM THE US DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY FOR $500,000 TO OBTAIN
FUNDING FOR STRUCTURAL FIREFIGHTING PERSONAL PROTECTIVE
EQUIPMENT AND TO ACCEPT GRANT FUNDING IF AWARDED

WHEREAS, the City has authority pursuant to N.C.G.S. 8160A-17.1 to apply for
and receive grants from the State and Federal government, and

WHEREAS, the US Department of Homeland Security is taking applications for
the Fiscal Year 2015 AFG grant program for the purpose of providing equipment and
tools for firefighters, and

WHEREAS, the Asheville Fire Department wishes to apply for a grant in the
amount of $500,000 to obtain funding for Structural Firefighting Personal Protective
Equipment,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF ASHEVILLE THAT:

The fire department is hereby authorized to apply for the Fiscal Year 2015 AFG
grant with the US Department of Homeland Security, for a grant in the amount of
$500,000 to obtain funding for Structural Firefighting Personal Protective Equipment,
and to accept grant funding if awarded.

Read, approved and adopted this 12t day of January, 2016

City Clerk Mayor

Approved as to form:

City Attorney



