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SUBJECT:
Skateboarding Ordinance Change 

Summary Statement: The consideration of a resolution to amend the current skateboard ordinance to improve overall public safety in business districts.  
Review:  The Asheville Police Department, the Asheville Transportation Department, and the downtown business community have been working together during the past year to design signs to educate citizens that skateboarding is not allowed in a business district.  Before the signs are fabricated and installed, a revision of the current ordinance is needed.  The current ordinance provides an exception for skateboard use while crossing a street within a crosswalk.  This exception needs to be removed since skateboard usage is prohibited on streets and sidewalks in a business district. 

The project was initially started at the request of a District Court Judge because of skateboard charges entering the judicial system.  The District Court Judge requested that at least five signs be installed educating citizens that skateboarding was not allowed.  The Asheville Police Department reached out to the business community for input and support in the ordinance changes and placement of the signs within the business district.  The community was instrumental and provided valuable input.   
Currently, the Asheville Police Department enforces the skateboard ordinance by either a citation or verbal warning; an average of 20-30 citations and countless verbal warnings are issued each year to skateboarders in the Central Business District.  The skateboard community knows the current ordinance allows for use of a skateboard in a crosswalk.  Therefore, some of the skateboarders use this loophole putting themselves and the pedestrian public danger.
The intention of this action is not to conflict with the discussion of skateboarding as a “green” mode of transportation that was heard by the Public Safety Committee during November 2010.  It is simply needed to help enforcement actions that will be upheld within the judicial court system and improve overall public safety.    
Strategic Operating Plan Alignment:  Asheville will be one of the safest and most secure communities when compared to similar sized cities.  We need to balance the safety of skateboarders, pedestrians and the motoring public.
Pros:
· Educate the community regarding City ordinance.
· Assists the prosecutorial process in the judicial court system.
· Creates a safer community for pedestrians, the motoring public, and skateboarders.
· The skateboard community will be encouraged to use the Skate Park more often for skateboarding.
Con:
·  Restricts a mode of transportation.
Fiscal Impact:  The estimated cost to fabricate and install the appropriate signs in the central business district is about $500 and is currently budgeted in the operating budget for the Transportation Department.
Recommendation:  The Asheville Police Department recommends that City Council approve the wording of the amended skateboard ordinance. 
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