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SUBJECT:
Skateboarding as a “green” mode of transportation.

Summary Statement:  The consideration of the Public Safety Committee to evaluate Skateboarding as a “green” mode of transportation. 

Review: Business districts attract skateboarders in part because of unique architectural designs, high curbing and the implementation of new parks and their unique structure.  The increase in skateboarding downtown has also caused an increase in damage to public property (sidewalks, curbs, handrails, etc.), collisions with pedestrians and vehicles, and injuries to the citizen riding the skateboard.  The Food Lion Skate Park was built in 1997, which is now a safe place for skaters to ride their skateboards.  While most skateboarders use the skate park, there are a number of skateboarders that still choose to ride in business districts.  These skateboarders have often told the police that the reason they continue to ride in the business districts is because of the countless variations of handrails, curbs benches, stairs, walls and uneven surfaces that truly test the talent and resourcefulness of any skater.  The skateboarders say that the skate park can only entertain their basic talents for so long.   
Currently, the Asheville Police Department enforces the skateboard ordinance by either a citation or verbal warning; an average of 20-30 citations and countless verbal warnings are issued each year to skateboarders in the Central Business District.

The question that has recently came before staff for review is whether or not skateboarding can be considered as a safe and ‘green’ mode of transportation within the City of Asheville, in particular the business districts?  Can skateboarding be a safe mode of transportation on the roadways and/or sidewalks?  Based on this we have reviewed other cities’ ordinances that have been identified as having broader acceptance of skateboarding.  As summary of key cities follows:
Portland, OR:
In 2001 City Council lifted the long standing ban on downtown skateboarding but implemented regulations and made violations civil, last modified in 2009.  
Sec. 16.70.410  Use of roller skates and skateboards:  A summary of the ordinance:

Skateboarding is prohibited along specific streets and sidewalks in the downtown “core”.  Outside of the “core” skateboards are not prohibited, however nighttime boarding requires lighting similar to bicycles.  Helmets are required for skateboarders under the age of 16.   

Burlington, VT:
Violations are civil
Sec. 27-18
Operation of non-motorized vehicles:  Prohibited and will be considered trespassing on any sidewalk of parking facility in the “City Center” or on the streets and sidewalks within the “Market Place District”.  
Greenville, SC:  Misdemeanor for first offense, second offense is misdemeanor with $500 fine

Sec. 42-9
Regulation of use of roller-skates, inline skates, and skateboards:  It is unlawful for any person on a skateboard to go on a roadway designed for vehicular traffic posted more that 30mph expect for crosswalks.  It is illegal on any sidewalk or street in the “Central Business District” to skateboard.  It is illegal to ride a skateboard on any public sidewalk in a reckless manner.  
Greensboro, NC:

Sec. 16-222
Use of skateboards, roller-skates and scoters:  It shall be unlawful to ride any such device on any street, on the premises of the municipal building, or of any municipal parking facility, or to ride any such device on any sidewalk located in the “Central Business District”.  This ordinance defines its CBD by street names.   

Asheville, NC: 

Sec. 19-6   
Use of skateboards, roller skates, coasters or toy vehicles on roadways: No person upon a skateboard, roller skates or riding in or by means of any coaster, toy vehicle or similar device shall go upon any roadway except while crossing a street on a crosswalk and except upon streets set aside as play streets when and as authorized by this chapter. 

Sec. 19-7      
Use of skateboards, roller skates or coasters on sidewalks: No person shall engage in roller coasting, skateboarding or roller skating on any sidewalk in the business district.
NC Laws:
NC General Statute 99E-22 (2) defines skateboarding as a “Hazardous Recreational Activity.” NCGS 99E-24 lists the duties of persons engaged in hazardous recreational activities. The responsibilities are: (1) Acting within the limits of their ability, (2) Maintaining control of their person and the equipment used, (3) Refraining from acting in any manner that may cause or contribute to death or injury of himself or herself or other persons. Failure to comply with these constitutes negligence. 
Strategic Operating Plan Alignment:  Asheville will be one of the safest and most secure communities when compared to similar seized cities.  We need to balance the desire for skateboarding with the safety for boarders and the safety of pedestrians by providing a safe place to walk.
Pros:

· Skateboarding as a form of transportation does meet Council’s Goal of Green Initiatives.

Cons:

· Skateboarding is in conflict with Council’s Goal of Safe Initiatives.

· Inconsistent with the City’s multi-modal transportation objectives.

Fiscal Impact: There appears to be no fiscal impact at this time.  

Recommendation:  Police staff does not recommend the Public Safety Committee pursuing the adoption of Skateboarding as a “green” mode of transportation at this time.  APD is prepared to conduct further benchmark comparisons and outreach to downtown stakeholders – DARN, ADA, etc.  
