STAFF REPORT

TO:

Public Safety Committee


         DATE:  March 26, 2012
FROM:

David McFee, Assistant Fire Chief
CC:

Jeff Richardson, Assistant City Manager

SUBJECT:
Naming of City Property in Honor of those in Public Service
Summary Statement:  The North Carolina DOT has recently denied a request of the North Carolina Insurance Commissioner to rename the Smoky Park Bridge in honor of fallen Fire Captain Jeffery Scott Bowen. This has brought to light the practice of naming property owned by the City of Asheville in honor of those in public service. 
Review:
The City of Asheville does not currently have a written policy for naming a publicly owned property in honor of those that have served. There are numerous properties owned by the City of Asheville that do have this distinction. Examples are; 400 Merrimon Ave, Old Fire Station 4 is now named the Harley E. Shuford Building, Public Works at 75 S. Charlotte is named the William F. Wolcott Building, and there are several parks and ball fields named to honor those that have served.
Pros: 
· Having a City of Asheville owned facility that has been named to honor a public servant is an ultimate recognition of public service.
Cons:  
· None have been identified or known at this time.
Fiscal Impact

Development of the policy would be of minimal fiscal impact. Fiscal impact of the actual naming would be determined on a case by case basis and would be included within each individual request to name a City of Asheville owned facility.
Recommendation:  Request that City Council direct staff to develop a policy that would serve as a guide for requesting the naming of public property to honor those that have served in a public capacity.

