Public Safety Minutes:  February 27, 2012

Council members: Bothwell (Chair), Smith, and Davis.

Approval of January 3 minutes by 3-0 vote, motion by Smith and second by Davis.

Changing Together/Focused Deterrence:  Update provided by Wade Wood. Additional staff present: Dawa Hitch, Missy Reed. Interim Chief Wood explained progress to date with first call in, and participating agencies and funding provided through the State of NC Crime Commission with technical support through UNC-Greensboro. The program similar to the High Point Model design. 

Next Community Call-In is March 22 at AB Tech.  

Staff Commitment:

· Provide written background information on the history of Changing Together/Focused Deterrence program prior to the next PSC meeting. Police Department and Dawa Hitch/Missy Reed. 

· City staff to prepare update for Q3 Strategic Plan update to city council. City Managers Office.

Pepper Spray:  Wade Wood provided data on use of force, specific to use of pepper spray, as well as training overview and rationale for officers to use this as a tool in the tool belt when attempting to intervene in a dangerous situation. No further action at this time.

SAFR Grant:  Fire Chief Scott Burnette offered an overview of how SAFR Grant works. Funding available for nine positions, $360,000, for two a two year grant. Asheville has not been successful recently in pursuit of this grant. Additional staffing will have an immediate cost savings to overtime dollars spent in the department due to a 15% staffing buffer. Standards suggest 20% buffer to offset overtime due to vacancies. 3-0 vote, Davis motion, Smith second. To be scheduled on Council agenda pending grant award. 

RRT Contracts:  Hazmat Services ($65k) from State of North Carolina, no local match. Asheville provides regional hazmat services to WNC. 3-0 vote. Smith motion, Davis second. To be scheduled on next Council agenda, March 13. 

Organizational introduction:  

Fire Department: see attached power point presentation.

Police Department: see attached power point presentation.

Staff commitment:  

· Schedule tour of fire stations with council member Smith. Scott Burnette to arrange. Please offer to all committee members.

· Schedule ride a long with APD with council member Smith. Wade Wood to arrange. Please offer to all committee members.

No public comment.

Next meeting March 26. 

1. Noise Ordinance discussion with staff (unfinished business): Bob Oast/Jeff Richardson

2. Downtown Skateboarding (unfinished business): Wade Wood/Ken Putnam

