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Summary Statement:  The City of Asheville, in coordination with Airport staff, has completed the Feasibility Study and will present its findings to the Public Safety Committee.

Background:  In January 2008, the Amended Airport/City Lease Agreement includes determination of feasibility of a joint use or stand alone fire station on Airport property.  

Beginning in early 2011, Airport and City staffs worked to identify potential options and determined the feasibility or a joint use or stand alone fire station. Options were fully explored and a recommended option has been identified, which meets all operational structural fire fighting related needs of the City. 
Fiscal Impact:  

Capital cost is covered with each of the options provided in the attached staff power point presentation. The recommended option suggests an approximate $150,000 capital upfit of the existing building. FAA guidelines require the airport to lease the space at fair market value, for non-aviation related uses. 
Strategic Plan Alignment:

Safe: The City has identified the airport road corridor as one of the two highest priority fire services areas within the municipal boundary. Placement of a station at or near the airport eliminates this service gap, and positions the City of Asheville to hopefully earn an ISO insurance rating of 2 in the upcoming review, scheduled for 2014. If the City is successful in obtaining this upgrade, most commercial businesses in Asheville will see an accompanying 5% annual fire insurance rate reduction. 

Recommendation: 

A final presentation was made to the Airport Board on June 6 and the Board voted unanimously to support the final recommendation of the City leasing the existing public safety building on airport property, which will be available once the Airport completes its new facility in 2014.  
