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SUBJECT:
Quarterly Chair Report: Public Safety Committee

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on Committee actions through the second quarter of Fiscal Year 2013/14 (October through December, 2013). The Public Safety Committee held two meetings during this time.

The following actions took place at the Committee meetings:

C.A.L.E.A. Survey Results (October)
The Public Safety Committee heard a presentation from Chief Anderson on a community survey completed as part of the accreditation process through the Commission on the Accreditation of Law Enforcement Agencies (C.A.L.E.A.). 

AFD End of the Year Report (October)

The Committee heard a presentation from Chief Burnette on the Asheville Fire Department’s End of the Year Business Plan Report. The report detailed revenues and expenditures, energy usage, grants awarded, response reliability, inspection and permit data, customer satisfaction, and incident data. 
Horse Drawn Carriage Regulation (October)
The Committee heard an update from Ken Putnam, Director of Transportation, on the status of a temporary permit issued for horse drawn carriage service.  
Budget Adjustment Requests (October)
The Committee considered and recommended a grant adjustment request for HLS201, Homeland Security, in the amount of $17,500. The non-matching grant provided training and equipment for the Hazardous Materials Regional Response Team with no fiscal impact to the City of Asheville. 
Contract Approval for Annual Firefighter Physicals (October)
The Committee considered and recommended a contract renewal with SiteMed for 2013/14 firefighter physicals.
Electrified Fence Review (October)

The Committee heard a presentation from Fire Marshall Hamilton recommending changes to the UDO which would allow permitting the instillation of electrified fences except in high volume areas. The Committee recommended the proposed ordinance to the Planning and Zoning Commission. 

Conceal/Carry Ordinance Amendment (October)

At the request of Vice Mayor Esther Manheimer, the Committee revisited a proposed ordinance amendment to bring the City of Asheville into compliance with state legislation prohibiting municipal regulation of conceal/carry in parks and greenways. Interim City Attorney Martha McGlohon confirmed that GS 14.409-40 contained specific language that would preempt local regulation. The Committee voted to accept the Legal Department’s report and to send the ordinance back to Council with a resolution of opposition. 

Graffiti Removal Policy (November)

The Committee heard a presentation on graffiti removal ordinance models from David Foster, Deputy Director of Public Works. Mr. Foster outlined cost estimates and legal issues of an in-house graffiti removal program for private property. The Committee directed staff to research other ordinance models, design a public input process, and report to the Committee in the spring.   
Noise Ordinance (November)
Captain Tim Splain of the Asheville Police Department presented to the Committee a one year review of Asheville’s noise ordinance. 

Residential Permitted On-Street Parking (November)  
The Committee considered a request for residential permitted on-street parking and directed staff to pursue enforcement of existing traffic controls.
The Consideration to Accept an Above Ground Fuel Tank (November)

The Committee considered and recommended the acceptance of a donation from the National Guard Armory in Sylva, NC of a 6,000 gallon fuel tank.       

