



Minutes 

Asheville City Council Public Safety Committee Meeting
August 27, 2012 3:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
HR Training Room, City Hall
Council Members Present:  Cecil Bothwell, Jan Davis, Gordon Smith
Staff:  Jeff Richardson, City Manager’s Office; Chief William Anderson, APD; Div. Chief Barry Hendren, AFD; Capt. Wade Wood, APD; Kelly Whitlock, Assistant City Attorney; Ken Putnam, Transportation; Amy Paterson, Purchasing; Dawa Hitch, Community Relations; Natalie Bailey
Guest: Julie Ball, Asheville-Citizen Times, Pat Dockery, Carol Rolgoff-Holstrom
Councilmember Bothwell called the meeting to order; the June 2012 minutes were passed unanimously.
Staff Presentations
445 Biltmore Ave Report Findings—Chief Scott Burnette
Chief Burnette outlined the critical components of the Executive Summary of the official report.  Chief Burnette stated that there is currently an active, multi-agency arson investigation taking place, and highlighted the partnership between AFD and Chief Anderson and the Asheville Police Department.  There were no fines or citations issued. Chief Burnette reviewed the contributing factors to the fire, noting that the biggest factor was that it was intentionally set; other factors included lack of an automatic sprinkler system, extreme weather conditions, inhibited water flow and less than optimal incident command span.  Chief Burnette discussed areas of improvement. 

Councilman Smith thanked Chief Burnette for reviewing the official report, and inquired about how reducing the number of operational companies from 17 to 16 would affect service?  Chief Burnette stated that the reduction will cause response time to drop below the industry standard of 90%.  Councilman Davis stated his appreciation for the Fire Department, and their proactive work without the NIOSH report; Councilman Davis also stated his support for the suggestions presented. Councilman Bothwell inquired if the sand pipe had been accurately inspected; Chief Burnette stated that the building owner exceeded inspection requirements, of every 12 months.  Chief Burnette also stated that the AFD exceeded water resources requirements of 250/per minute.
Report on Downtown Crime—Capt. Wade Wood

Capt. Wood presented an overview of recent events in the Downtown Business District, with an examining crime patterns that have occurred over the last six months and compared them to patterns over the last three years in the same area.  Several areas were highlighted in the presentation including the following:
· The increase in simple assaults, with the most of the assaults being categorized as being between acquaintances.

· The change in reporting assaults, and how that change might have had an impact on the uptick of assaults

· Increase in larceny crimes reported; the increase attributed to changes in the reporting standard

· Reports of graffiti saw little change

Capt. Wood discussed responses to the increase of certain crimes in the Downtown Business District, and the measures that have been put into place, inclusive of the following: 
· Evaluation of resource deployment;  the Downtown Bike Patrol has been moved to the Haywood Street office, helping with visibility in the area

· Focusing on Community Policing; officers are taking more ownership of the issues they encounter, with more training being available for them in the future.

· Future training for security at downtown bars

· Partnership opportunities that have occurred out of discussions with local breweries; local retail establishments are being reached out to as well.

· The decrease in DWI/DUI in the Downtown Business District was briefly discussed. There have been no reporting requirement changes, and the area has a good reputation for DWI/DUI enforcement. 
Capt. Wood stated that there were no “hot spots” in the downtown area; Councilman Bothwell inquired about the percentage of simple assaults that were categorized as occurring between acquaintances; Capt. Wood stated that approximately ¾ of the simple assaults could be categorized as in that manner.  

Councilman Davis commented on the increase of the transient population in the area where his business is located.  Councilman Smith stated that the increase might be occurring from individuals taking advantage of the services being offered at AHOPE.  The possibility of establishing extra signage, fines and partnerships were discussed as deterrence mechanisms.

Fuel Supply Planning/Conservation Strategies—Chief Scott Burnette

Chief Burnette provided a the background on the Local Energy Assurance Project (LEAP), and provided an outline of the process established by the Department of Homeland Security to maintain a sustainable fuel supply in the event of a shortage or emergency.  Councilman Bothwell asked if access to a national supply was better than stock piling locally; Chief Burnette stated that it was. Councilman Davis inquired if most municipalities were cooperative in LEAP; Chief Burnette stated yes, with the City of Asheville being a very strong partner in this undertaking.  Councilman Smith inquired about Buncombe County’s plan; Chief Burnette outlined the plan which entails procuring fuel through commercial entities.  Because the City of Asheville has its own fuel supply, Buncombe County would like to partner with the City of Asheville; Amy Patterson, City of Asheville Purchasing Manager stated that the County would like to reserve a specified percentage of fuel for them.  The outcome by adopting this strategy through national vendors is to insure an adequate supply of fuel for the City’s emergency services during national emergencies, which also allows local vendors to re-distribute fuel to other segments of the community.  No additional questions or concerns were noted by the committee and staff plans to proceed with implantation.
Noise Ordinance Update—Dawa Hitch
Dawa Hitch provided an overview of the community input process regarding the proposed changes to the Noise Ordinance inclusive of the tools used, the timeline of the project and staff involved.  There were 793 surveys completed, with local media being very supportive of the outreach effort; 75% of those who started the survey completed it.  The comments from the comment portion of the survey will be compiled and presented to the Public Safety Committee meeting in September 2012.  City staff have met with UNCA officials regarding the education component of the process and law enforcement agencies regarding student renter offenders.
West Asheville resident Pat Dockery requested three minutes to speak; the committee obliged the request.  Mrs. Dockery presented an email to the committee.  Mrs. Dockery highlighted the issues she had with the reasonableness standard regarding businesses that feature live music, and requested that decibel levels be considered.  Councilman Bothwell thanked Mrs. Dockery for her interest and patience with this issue and process. 

Dawa Hitch stated that she will report on the data collected from the community input sessions, as well as the ordinance recommendations at the September 2012 Public Safety Committee meeting. 

Civil Liberties Ordinance—Councilman Cecil Bothwell
Councilman Bothwell provided background about the history of the proposed ordinance, the stakeholder involved in drafting the ordinance, and meeting with City of Asheville staff Jeff Richardson, Assistant City Manager and Chief William Anderson, Chief of Police, Asheville Police Department.  Councilman Gordon Smith asked Chief Anderson as to how the proposed ordinance is different from practices already in place at the Asheville Police Department; Chief Anderson stated that there was no difference. Chief Anderson stated his concern with section five of the proposed ordinance that deals with video and photography as it would impact APD training. Councilman Smith proposed drafting a resolution that reiterates the City of Asheville’s current policy with an exception for police training practices.  Capt. Wood stated that video surveillance footage is purged annually if it has been collected for training purposes and not connected with criminal cases.  Issues of ethics issues were discussed by committee members and staff.  Councilman Davis stated that he would like to see a report form Legal and Chief Anderson before moving the proposed ordinance to full Council.  Councilman Bothwell stated that he would work on section five of the proposed ordinance.  Councilman Smith stated that he wanted to make sure that APD officers are recognized for the outstanding work that they do, and not demonized by assumption, and suggested using positive language in the proposed ordinance such as “shall do” as opposed to “shall not”.
Donated Funds for Firefighter Recognition Programs—Chief Scott Burnette

Chief Burnette provided an overview of the increase in funds for recognition programs since the Capt. Jeff Bowen tragedy, and the need for action by the committee regarding these donated funds.  Councilman Davis motioned to accepted; the motion was carried unanimously.

Chief Burnette also notified the committee and those in attendance of the 9/11 Memorial Program scheduled for September 11, 2012 at 10:00 am at the Sherrill Center on UNCA’s campus.

Public Comment

Carol Rolgoff-Holstrom provided more insight into the drafting of the proposed Civil Liberties Ordinance, explaining the GLBT community had expressed concerns regarding the APD.  Mrs. Rolgoff-Holstrom re-emphasized a need for a resolution or another type of document highlighting the department’s commitment to its Guiding Principles, and letting the public know that such a commitment to these principles exist.  Mrs. Rolgoff-Holstrom offered her time to help draft such a document. 
The meeting adjourned at 5:22 pm
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