



Minutes 

Asheville City Council Public Safety Committee Meeting
June 25, 2012 3:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
HR Training Room, City Hall
Council Members Present:  Cecil Bothwell, Jan Davis, Gordon Smith
Staff:  Jeff Richardson, City Manager’s Office; Chief William Anderson, APD; Div. Chief Mike Clark, AFD; Capt. Wade Wood, APD; Kelly Whitlock, Assistant City Attorney; Ken Putnam, Transportation; Dawa Hitch, Community Relations; Marsha Stickford, Community Relations Natalie Bailey
Guest: Lew Bleiweis, Michael Reisman, Asheville Airport Authority; Johnny Wilson, Director of the Buncombe County Emergency Call Center; David Rodgers, Pat Dockery, Grant Millin
Councilmember Bothwell called the meeting to order; the April 2012 minutes were approved on condition that a spelling correction is made of a citizen’s name.  It was noted that the correction would be made.
Staff Presentations
Joint Fire Station Feasibility Study at the Asheville Airport—Jeff Richardson
Jeff Richardson introduced Division Chief Mike Clark who was representing the command staff of the Asheville Fire Department due to Chief Burnette and Assistant Chief David McFee being out of town.  Mr. Richardson presented the feasibility study recommendations.  Upon completion of the presentation, the committee approved the recommendations unanimously; the recommendations will move to full Council once lease terms are finalized.
AHA CPR Coaching to 911 Center Dispatchers Report—Div. Chief Mike Clark

Div. Chief Clark provided a brief background on the 911 call center, and introduced Johnny Wilson, the Call Center Director.  An explanation of all training was provided, emphasizing that all operators received pre-arrival training.  No action was needed for this item.

Unfinished Business

Noise Ordinance Revisions—Kelly Whitlock, Dawa Hitch
Kelly Whitlock provided an overview of the revision process, reviewing the similarities and differences between noise ordinances across North Carolina, inclusive of listing nuisance noises, decibel standards, and the designation of day/night hours. It was noted that the City of Asheville’s noise ordinance is very similar to the noise ordinance for Wilmington, NC, and that Asheville is the only city with a Noise Ordinance Appeals Board.  Dawa Hitch provided an overview of the relational and operational aspects of the revisions and how the input for proposed changes would be gathered. Issues surrounding residential zones, corridor areas and garbage collection were discussed.
Councilmember Bothwell moved to hear public comment.

· West Asheville resident Pat Dockery inquired about the afternoon scheduling of the meeting; Mrs. Dockery also stated that West Asheville wanted decibel levels instituted and presented research from a consulting firm and cited a Supreme Court case.  Councilmember Davis stated with regard to the meeting time, that that the time and day of the week of the meeting was established by the committee.
· A Montford resident inquired about industrial noise, and if decibel levels should be applied to those instances.

· Grant Millin stated that a noise expert was needed, and expressed his views on the value of peace and quiet.  Mr. Millin also stated his opinion that section 10.86 of the ordinance should be abolished, violations should focus on vehicles that are illegally modified, and the committee should look for solutions outside of North Carolina.

The committee approved the proved the revisions unanimously.  The outreach process will be led by Dawa Hitch and Marsha Stickford.  Revisions were scheduled to go to full council in 60-90 days.

New Business
No Thru Way Prohibition Along Riverview Drive—Ken Putnam
Ken Putnam presented a request from citizens in the Riverview Drive are to prohibit large tractor trailer trucks on the street.  The request was unanimously approved by the committee, and will go before full Council July 24, 2012.

Asheville Housing Authority Security Contract Proposal—Chief William Anderson
Chief William Anderson presented a proposal to the committee to establish a security agreement between the Housing Authority of the City of Asheville and the City of Asheville.  This agreement would establish a specific unit to provide security to the 11 public housing communities in the city.  The unit would consist of 8-10 officers and would be funded by a COPS grant and the Housing Authority; there would be no direct cost to the City.  Housing Authority CEO, Gene Bell is supportive of the proposal.

Chief Anderson provided his experience with this particular model, and the success he had achieved with it.  The committee suggested that benchmarks be established and data collected.  There was unanimous support of this proposal.  Chief Anderson will work with City Clerk Magdalen Bureleson to schedule this item for full Council consideration.

Public Comment
Grant Millin congratulated the City on Emergency Call Center staff being so highly trained.  Mr. expressed his hope that the panhandling ordinance would be revisited in light of the BID being considered.
Councilmember Davis expressed his concern regarding the seasonal transient/homeless population and the incidents that have been occurring in the west end of the downtown district.  Jeff Richardson stated that he and Chief Anderson would investigate these concerns and explore options to resolve these incidents.
The July 23, 2012 Public Safety Meeting is cancelled.  The next meeting will take place in August.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:25 pm

