STAFF REPORT
TO:

City Council Public Safety Committee

FROM:
Jeff Richardson, Assistant City Manager

CC:

Gary Jackson, City Manager



Bob Oast, City Attorney



Roderick Simmons, Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Director



Scott Burnette, Fire Chief

SUBJECT:
Upcoming Special Call Meeting: January 3



Clarifying Use of City Property: Camping and Related Purposes

DATE:

December 30, 2011

Summary Statement:  At their December 13 meeting, the Asheville City Council directed the Pubic Safety Committee to review the following issue:  Clarifying Use of City Property: Camping and Related Purposes; a special call meeting of the Public Safety Committee was set for January 3 for the purpose of exploring the policy considerations of this issue more fully.  

Review:  City staff has continued to review and monitor the evolving issue of Occupy Movements across the country, more specifically, the purpose of a 24/7 presence on public property with camping activity.  Staff has formally reached out to several cities in an effort to benchmark specific examples of how other cities have worked through similar issues as discussed and experienced in Asheville. I will provide a brief overview of our findings and answer follow up questions accordingly.  Staff has also researched national standards for management of campgrounds, for consideration with Asheville’s existing parks system, and we will review our findings on this as well. 
In addition, I have also enclosed the following attachments: 
1. Memo from City Attorney: Camping on City Property: First Amendment/Other Issues. 
2. December 13 Staff Report and Draft Ordinances (previously provided).

Fiscal Impact:  As the Public Safety Committee considers various policy revisions, staff will be prepared to provide initial fiscal impact, if applicable. 

Recommendation:  Staff’s role is to frame the policy discussion with benchmark city comparisons, as well as outline any legal considerations which may or may not impact policy options.  Staff is prepared to execute on policy as directed by City Council. 
