     ORDINANCE NO.  _________________

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 12 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF RECREATIONAL FACILITIES WHERE THE CARRYING OF CONCEALED HANDGUNS IS PROHIBITED    


WHEREAS, the General Assembly of North Carolina passed Session Law 2013-269, effective October 1, 2013, which modifies previous law by revising the definition of “recreational facility” to eliminate “playgrounds” from the definition entirely and to modify the definition of “athletic field” to apply only to such fields during an organized athletic event if so scheduled by the municipality responsible for its operation; and   

WHEREAS, the City Code, Sec. 12-27 currently defines “recreational facility” to include playgrounds and any athletic field, in accordance with previous law and therefore, needs to be revised to conform with the new State Law; and   


WHEREAS, Appendix G of the City Code currently lists playgrounds and any athletic field as defined recreational facilities, in accordance with previous law and therefore, needs to be revised to conform with the new State Law; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ASHEVILLE THAT:    
Section 1:
Article II of Chapter 12 of the Code of Ordinances regarding park and public building regulations to be amended to read as follows:  
a)
Sec. 12-27. Definitions. 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Park means any area or space set aside and designated as a public park by the city council and any park owned by the city.

Recreational Facility includes only the following: (1) An athletic field, including any appurtenant facilities such as restrooms, during an organized athletic event if the field has been scheduled for use with the City or municipality responsible for operation of the park or recreational area; (2) A swimming pool, including any appurtenant facilities used for dressing, storage of personal items, or other uses relating to the swimming pool; (3) A facility used for athletic events, including but not limited to, a gymnasium.   
Section 2.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is, for any reason, held to be invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.  The City Council hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance, and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, or phrases be declared invalid.

Section 3.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.

Section 4.  This ordinance shall be enforced as provided in City Code Sec. 1-5.  

Section 5.  This ordinance will become effective upon adoption.


Read, approved and adopted this 22nd day of October, 2013.  

________________________________                   ____________________________
CITY CLERK





MAYOR
Approved as to form:  

________________________________

CITY ATTORNEY

