




Minutes 

Asheville City Council Public Safety Committee Meeting
February 24, 2014 
3:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
Training Room, Municipal Building


Council Members:	Cecil Bothwell, Jan Davis, Chris Pelly

Guests:	None

Staff:	Gary Jackson, City Manager; Michael Morgan, Interim Deputy City Manager; Chief Scott Burnette, AFD; Deputy Chief Mike Knisely, AFD; Dawa Hitch, Communication and Public Engagement Director; Deputy Chief Wade Wood, APD; Alex Carmichael, Executive Assistant

Chairperson Davis called the meeting to order at 3:28 PM. 

Councilmember Pelly commended the Fire, Police, and Public Works Departments for their performance during the recent snow storms. Chief Burnette thanked the Communication and Public Engagement Division for dispersing information to the public.   

1. Approval of the January Minutes: Councilmember Bothwell motioned to approve the January minutes. Councilmember Pelly seconded. The motion passed with all in favor.  
    
2. Staff Updates:
a. Hominy Creek Oil Spill – City Manager Gary Jackson asked Chief Burnette to provide a brief update on the process of the Hominy Creek oil spill clean-up.   

3. Unfinished Business:
a. Naming City of Asheville Structures – Chief Scott Burnette, AFD
Chief Burnette presented a draft policy for the Committee’s discussion and direction. The Committee commended the policy for providing direction while leaving latitude. 

Councilmember Bothewell motioned to recommend the policy to City Council. Councilmember Pelly seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor. 

4. New Business:
a. AFD Standard of Cover– Chief Scott Burnette, AFD
Chief Burnette presented updated travel time outcomes related to the Asheville Fire Department’s Standard of Cover performance objectives. The Standard of Cover requires a travel time of 5 minutes 12 seconds or less, 90% of the time. Chief Burnette identified three areas with a void in coverage causing a performance of less than 70%: in the West, South, and Montford/Richmond Hill (North) areas. Chief Burnette discussed potential issues regarding the purchase or disposition of property to improve coverage. 

In the West, the City purchased property at Jacob Holm Way in 2009 in anticipation of annexation. However, without westward annexation the need for an additional fire station is eliminated.

In the South, discussions with the Airport about leasing an existing fire station have been ongoing. Likely lease terms would be for 10 years, at $10,000 annually. $150,000 in improvements would be required. Potential de-annexation of the Airport would eliminate the need for this station. 

In the North, the City currently owns property at 300 Merrimon Ave. The building would require $1 million in improvements, in addition to an expansion of the footprint. The adjacent property is currently on the market, which may provide the needed footprint expansion. There is also the possibility of a joint COA/UNCA public safety facility, which could address the void. Alternative properties on Broadway Ave. and W.T. Weaver are also available.

The Committee discussed the various areas and possibilities. City Manager Gary Jackson noted that the departmental analysis allows staff to ‘triage’ need and look for tipping points. The analysis shows a real and critical need in the North. Chief Burnette noted that in the three areas discussed, the West generates a call volume of about 100 calls per year, the South about 500, and the North about 1,000. Mr. Jackson said that the next step would be to discuss potential litigation issues with the City Attorney in closed session.        

b. Norfolk Southern Foundation Gift – Chief Scott Burnette, AFD 
Chief Burnette presented the consideration of a resolution authorizing the City Manager to accept a non-matching gift in the amount of $1,400 from the Norfolk Southern Foundation to be used in a Hazardous Material Response for Regional Response Team 6. Chief Burnette said that Asheville has more pressure points for hazardous materials than other communities in North Carolina due to the volume of shipping of hydrocarbons and ammonia through the railroad and I-40 corridors. This grant would support training or equipment purchases for enhanced response.

Councilmember Bothwell motioned to recommend the resolution to Council. Councilmember Pelly seconded and the motion passed with all in favor. 
 
Mr. Jackson informed the Committee that the Police Department would be prepared to present its Strategic Plan report in May.

5.	Public Comment:
No public comment.

The meeting adjourned at 4:10 PM. The next meeting will be 03/24/14.
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