
MEMO 
 
TO:   Planning and Economic Development Committee 
DATE:   9/16/2014  
FROM:   Stephanie Monson, Urban Planner for Community and Economic Development  
SUBJECT:  Creek Naming Policy     
  

 
Summary:  
The consideration of an advisory position from the Asheville Riverfront Redevelopment Commission to  
City Council on the creation and adoption of a policy that outlines the process for naming of creeks and 
streams; and the consideration of an advisory position to Council regarding support for naming a creek 
in West Asheville “Penland Creek”.   
 
Background: 
RiverLink has requested that a City official sign a United States Geological Naming Convention form as 
part of their “Name that Creek” program.  Specifically, the proposal is for an unnamed creek that flows 
from east West Asheville through the New Belgium Brewing location. While the City Council has adopted 
policy to name structures it owns, such as buildings and bridges, it has no adopted policy regarding the 
naming of creeks and or other natural features. The AARRC, as an advisory board of the City Council, has 
reviewed the matter with staff at subcommittee on August 4, 2014; the full Commission reviewed the 
matter on August 11, 2014 and has provided Council with a recommendation (see attachment 3).    
 
Staff Recommendation  

• Staff supports the AARRC recommendations attached.  
• If PED supports Council consideration of a policy for the naming of creeks and streams the item- 

and the consideration to name a specific stream in West Asheville as “Penland Creek”- can be 
heard at the October 14 meeting. 

• Staff requests PED provide any edits to the policy before it goes to Council    
 
 

Attachments 
1) Proposed Resolution to Council with Suggested Policy Language  
2) RiverLink Informational Sheet on the naming of Penland Creek 
3) Excerpt from AARRC minutes    

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



AARRC RESOLUTION  
Dated 8/11/14 

RESOLUTION ON THE PROCESS FOR NAMING OF CREEKS AND STREAMS IN 
ASHEVILLE   
 
WHEREAS, The Asheville Area Riverfront Redevelopment Commission was established 
to promote the sustainable redevelopment of the French Broad and Swannanoa 
Riverfronts; 
 
WHEREAS, The Asheville Area Riverfront Redevelopment Commission has the duty to 
advise Asheville City Council on evaluations and updates for zoning, regulations and 
other policies for properties in the vicinity of both districts (including but not limited to 
watershed policies, floodway management and greenway acquisition via Article III of 
Chapter 2, Division 13 of the Code of Ordinances; 
 
WHEREAS, The Asheville Area Riverfront Redevelopment Commission recognizes that 
the public welfare and interest of the City will best be served by the establishment of a 
policy for the naming of creeks and streams in the City of Asheville’s jurisdiction 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASHEVILLE AREA RIVERFRONT 
REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF ASHEVILLE THAT:  
We advise Council to adopt a policy that outlines the process for naming of 
creeks and streams in Asheville. A suggested process that can be used as policy 
is attached.    
 
 
 

SUGGESTED POLICY 
Purpose: The Asheville City Council (herein referred to as Council) has demonstrated 
their desire to have a fair and transparent process for naming of public property owned 
by the City and recognizes the need to also have policy regarding the naming of creeks 
and streams or other natural features in the Asheville jurisdiction.  
 
Applicability: This policy will be used for creeks and streams that are located within the 
City of Asheville’s municipal boundaries. This policy may be used to name other natural 
features, if Council wishes to do so.  
 
Policy:  

• A community group or organization wishing to name a creek or stream in 
Asheville’s jurisdictional boundaries shall use the USGS Domestic Geographic 
Name Proposal system.  

• The community group shall contact the City of Asheville’s Office Communication 
and Public Engagement Office to notify staff of their intent and to request a 
meeting to initiate the City’s participation in the naming process. 

• At that meeting, the group or organization will work with City staff to develop a 
public engagement strategy (to solicit and vet potential names), and to identify 
the appropriate City advisory board that will advise Council on the community 
group’s winning name.   



• The community group will execute the agreed upon engagement process and the 
City will support and leverage their efforts by using their engagement tools such 
as City website, blogs, and other methods of providing notification to citizenry.   

• The community group will work with a staff liaison to request advisory board 
consideration of the preferred name and consideration to request Council to sign 
the USGS Domestic Geographic Name Proposal System form.   

• This policy is only a guide and nothing shall be construed so as to limit Council’s 
authority to use its discretion to alter the process based on facts and 
circumstances surrounding the issue.  

 



INFORMATION SHEET FROM RIVERLINK  
 
Westwood Place is a neighborhood in East West Asheville, bounded by Haywood Road, Craven Street, I-
26 and Patton Avenue. A small stream flows through a ravine paralleling Waynesville Avenue, eventually 
going into a culvert under Craven Street through what is now the New Belgium Brewing property, and 
terminates into the French Broad River.  
 
In addition to performing a cleanup of the creek that flows through the neighborhood, RiverLink seeks 
to name that stream as part of its "Name that Creek" program. RiverLink feels it's easier to love 
something with a name, and RiverLink wants to give this stream a little love through the Name That 
Creek initiative.  
 
In the past, Name That Creek was a local, grassroots project in which the community submitted 
suggestions for creek names and voted for the most fitting name at a creek-naming ceremony. After a 
name was chosen, it was submitted to the USGS and eventually became the official name for the creek.  
 
Since the project's inception, RiverLink has coordinated two contests with the help of community 
volunteers: Buttermilk Creek, a tributary of Hominy Creek in West Asheville, and Big Branch, a tributary 
of Reems Creek in Weaverville. 
 
For the Westwood Place stream naming, on Tuesday, December 3, 2013, RiverLink issued its first press 
release requesting suggestions for the naming of this creek. Press releases were also issued January 6 
and January 27, 2014, and a press release and invitation to a potluck naming ceremony was sent out 
March 3, 2014. The item also appeared in the RiverLink newsletter in February and March of 2014.The 
potluck was held on Saturday, March 22. Voting was advertised on the Facebook pages of RiverLink and 
New Belgium Brewing. RiverLink also tabled a January 10, 2014 community meeting hosted by New 
Belgium and passed out flyers seeking suggestions. 
 
Over the course of those months, 19 names were collected for the creek. Suggested names included 
Dharma Creek, Almosta Creek, Smith Creek, Brewer’s Creek, Big Wayne Creek, Reynolds Creek and 
Penland Creek. Public voting was facilitated through a poll on the RiverLink website, www.riverlink.org.  
The winning name chosen by the public was Penland Creek.  
 
The Penland family have been mainstays in West Asheville and the River District. Grover Penland and his 
son Johnny began Penland's Used Furniture in the late 1950s. They had two stores, one on Haywood 
Road, and the auction house on Craven Street, just a hundred feet from the stream RiverLink seeks to 
name for their business. In 1985, Grover and his wife Willie retired, and Johnny and his wife, Ann, began 
the auction. This family run business was a cornerstone of the River District until 2012, when New 
Belgium purchased the property and the auction house moved to a new building in Swannanoa. 
 
RiverLink feels this is an apt name for the creek. The Penland Family is happy that the community wishes 
to honor their presence in the area.  
 

http://www.riverlink.org/


• Excerpt from the Asheville Area Riverfront Commission Draft meeting minutes of 
8/11/2014 
 

• Naming of Creeks and Streams: Steph Monson Dahl provided a written report on the 
subject of a policy for naming creeks and streams, and the subject of RiverLink’s specific 
proposal to name a creek in West Asheville that flow through the New Belgium site into 
the French Broad River.  RiverLink staff member Dave Russell provided background on 
their “Name That Creek” initiative. Commission members discussed the issues 
associated with the consideration. The Networking Committee recommended that the 
AARRC advise Council to adopt a clear and concise policy, and provided a suggested 
policy; and also recommended that the AARRC advise Council to approve the Penland 
Creek name.  
Commission asked to add to the suggested policy that any proposed name be 
researched in a thorough manner before Council consideration.  
*Action The Commission unanimously passed the following motions 
1) We advise Council to adopt a policy that outlines the process for naming of creeks 
and streams in Asheville. A suggested process that can be used as policy is attached 
(on file with Steph Monson Dahl).  Motion made by Joe Ferikes and seconded by 
George Morosani.  
2) We advise  Council to support the proposed name of “Penland Creek” for the stream 
in West Asheville flowing through the New Belgium site into the French Broad River.   
Motion made by Joe Ferikes and seconded by Jerry Vehaun.  
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