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Asheville Tree Commission              REGULAR MEETING 
MINUTES                    (Monday, September 21, 2015)  
 

Board Members in Attendance:                                                                                         
Mike Kenton, Chair 
Bill Hascher 
Richard Stiles  
Sara Coury 
Roy Smith  
Susan Roderick 
Stephen Hendricks 
Amy Kemp 
Marc Williams 
Bob Gale 
Dawn Chavez 
Leslee Reiter 
 
Staff in Attendance: 
Greg Shuler 
Chad Bandy 
Lora Morgan 
Mark Foster 
 
 
 
1.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
       Motion made by Leslee Reiter, 2nd by Amy Kemp, motion passed unanimously.  
 
  
2.   UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
      City tree update, Mark Foster  

A. We have received several phone complaints from citizens in regards to Spruce trees with Spruce 
bud scale/ spruce mites in the area. Mark selected a few trees in the North area and treated them 
and we will see if they have a positive change.  

B. Also started the fall treatment for hemlock woolly adelgid. 
C. Looking for tree bids for tree planting on North Market Street.  
D. Will be working on spring planting list.  
E. Attended Forest Council annual conference. Very good conference.  

http://intranet.ashevillenc.gov/Portals/1/images/general/commimages/ready/citylogo-flatbluePNG.png


   

 
2 

 
 Greg Shuler 
 

A. The next meeting everyone will have name tents to help when we have visitors.  
B. Chad mentioned that the public meeting for the RADTIP is being held. Chad has seen the maps and 

if anyone is interested, the meeting is Thursday, September 24 from 4p.m. – 7p.m. at the Pack 
Library.  

 
     
      TRC, Susan Roderick 
 

A. Meeting today. Interesting project today is the old St. Joseph’s hospital. It will be 
demolished and replaced with a better facility. Lots going on Beaucatcher Mtn. New 
Development in East Asheville.  

B. Susan has the plans if anyone would like to look at them afterwards.  
C. Susan stated that she thinks it is time for to step down from TRC. She would like for 

someone who is truly interested about being on the committee and representing the Tree 
Commission. Amy Kemp and Steve Hendricks will be letting us know if they would like to 
take Susan’s place.  

 
 
      Duke Energy, Roy Smith 
 

A. Continued working in the Beverly Hills area and in Haw Creek area.  
 
 

Bee City USA, Richard Stiles 
 
A. Introduction of Sara Coury. She started September 1st. She is with the Americore, and she 

is her to help us with information for the Bee City USA.  
B. Sara passed out a brochure for everyone to take a look at. The North Carolina Department 

of Transportation have updated their planting list. Some great changes to this. The NCDOT 
have been using pollinator friendly plantings however now they will be using perennials.  

C. Phyllis has been working with the Department of Agriculture, they have been talking a lot 
about where the state is going with pesticides. There is significant movement in regards to 
pollinators and pesticides.  

D. Amber Weaver the Sustainability Officer for the City has talked to the Assistant City 
Manager Paul Featherstone and he is willing to recommend a list of pesticides AAPC. This 
would benefit the pollinators as well as people.   

 
 
     Blue Ridge Arborist, Mike Davies 
 

A. Meeting on Wednesday, September 23, 2015. 
B. Should be getting information in regards to the insurance.  
C. Service Project in Black Mountain. 
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    Greenworks, Dawn Chavez,  
 

A.  Asheville Greenworks, have not heard from American Forestry grant yet.  
B. Fall Fest at Hill Crest coming up, October 3, celebration of the Community Orchard, there will be 

items for the children. It will be a fun Community Celebration.  
C. We have another grant through TD Grant called Tree Days, we will receive 31 trees in different types 

for the Deaverview area.  
D. A grant from the NC Forest Council for that purpose also and the maintenance of the trees. The 

maintenance part is a very important aspect.  
 
 
    Open Tree Map, Recommended Species List Amy Kemp, 
 

A. Nothing new to report.  
 
    MSD, Angel Banks,  
 

A. No report  
   
 
3.   NEW BUSINESS  
 

A. Leslee will be submitting articles. If anyone has an article please send them to Leslee to get 
published? Cecil will be doing an article on invasives and Leslee will be doing the third article.  

B. Collier Ave- Inge was here and dropped off handouts to pass around. The meeting is Wednesday, 
September 23, at 6:00 p.m. Inge has been very successful in her efforts of preventing that property 
from being developed. Council can’t just say we will go buy it. However, they were all about how 
can we help you get this done. I don’t think Inge will have any issue, we just need to know exactly 
how much money is needed or where it will be used. We are thankful the developer is working with 
us. The hold pattern that this is in now is temporary. We will continue to follow and update as we 
get information. Inge is looking for a new name for the project if you have any ideas.  

C. Urban Foresters- Committee is been wanting to take plans that have been approved and look at 
those properties and make sure what was planted is still there. And make documentation. We are 
working on the details of what will work best for both parties. Bob passed around a copy of the 
resolution for City Council. (See attached) Mike will look into questions in regards to permits and 
requirements and will follow up at the next meeting.  

D. Retreat- 7 voting members- all interested in a retreat. Mike will send something out to the 
members.  

 
 
 
4.   PUBLIC COMMENT 
 A.   Greg went to a conference in Phoenix. Urban Forestry was on the tip of everyone’s tongue. And he 

came back here feeling more blessed than ever to be a part of where we live.  
 
5. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
6.   ADJOURN 

Chair Mike Kenton adjourned the meeting at 1:00 p.m. without objection.
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Asheville Tree Commission 
Alternative Compliance              
MINUTES 
 
 
Board Members in Attendance: 
Amy Kemp 
 
Staff: 
Shannon Tuch, Lora Morgan, Chad Bandy, Mark Foster, Greg Shuler  

 
 

Meeting Date:  September 21, 2015 

 

Project Name:  Brevard Rd. Ingles – Level II 

Location:  863 Brevard Rd. 

PIN:   9626.77-0588 

Zoning:  Regional Business (RB) 

Acreage:  8.03 acres 

 

 

Description of request/background: 

Ingles Markets Inc. is requesting relief from Sec’s. 7-11-3(d)(3)(c) – Street Tree Spacing 

 

The subject property is proposing to demolish the existing store and replace with a new, larger 
grocery store, fueling station and outparcel.  In addition to the building being demolished, the 
existing parking area will also be demolished and rebuilt to conform with the city’s landscape 
requirements.  Street trees are required at a rate of 1 small tree per 30 linear feet of frontage when 
overhead utility lines are present.  The subject property has approximately 467 linear feet of 
frontage requiring 16 small trees.  The applicant is showing the required 16 trees although the 
trees on either side of the main entrance are spaced further than the allowed 65 feet due to the 
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width of the entrance, and the trees at the southern end of the property are further than 20’ from 
the edge of pavement.  

 

 

 

 

Staff findings: 

1) The redevelopment of the site includes an improvement to the existing entrance that creates 
a wider span.  This combined with the need to accommodate multiple turning movements 
drives the width of the entrance resulting in a practical difficulty in meeting the street tree 
spacing maximum of 65’ (trees shown are approximately 90’ apart).   

 

Recommendation:  Staff supports this request. 

 

2) An MSD pump station is located at the southern end of the property along Brevard Rd.  This 
station prevents the placement of any street trees along this portion of frontage and three 
street trees are proposed to be placed behind the station, approximately 40’ from the edge of 
pavement.   

 

Recommendation:  Staff recognizes the hardship associated with the pump station; however, it 
does appear that the three trees could be relocated t to the island located between the two 
entrances where there is room to add three more trees and recommends that this option be 
explored by the developer and subcommittee members.     

 

 

 

 
 
 
Alternative Compliance supports staff recommendations and ask for the trees at the MSD pump station 
be relocated on the property and the number of trees to remain the same.  


