
 

Asheville Tree Commission/Minutes  
Monday, June 20, 2016 

 
 
 

CURRENT BOARD MEMBERS: Mike Kenton (Chair); Debbie Emmons (Vice- Chair); Amy Kemp;  Stephen 
Hendricks; Marc Williams; Roy Smith; Phyllis Stiles; Richard Stiles; Mike Davie; Bill Hascher; Carl 
Nyberg; Alison Arnold; Dawn Chavez 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
Moment of silence in memory of our beloved friend and Tree Commission Member, Justin Price  
 
 
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Amy Kemp made a motion to approve the minutes from last month’s meeting. Carl Nyberg 
second the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
 
2. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 
a. City Tree Update, Mark Foster/Greg Shuler  

• Working on hiring for open positions, 2 vacant ground worker positions 
• Pest management work that will be carried out in the Central Business District tomorrow 

morning 
• Contract pending for a company to help us with work order back log, hopefully will begin 

in July 
 

b. TRC , Susan Roderick 
• Asheville Eye Associates off of Sweeten Creek, expanding their parking lot. 
• New restaurant in Haw Creek 
• Oakley Springs Sub-Division  

 
c. Duke Energy, Roy Smith 

• No report  
 

d. Bee City, Phyllis Stiles 
 

• Pollination Celebration June 16- June 25.  
• Key note address tomorrow night 
• 23 Bee Cities Now, Washington DC is now a Bee City  

http://intranet.ashevillenc.gov/Portals/1/images/general/commimages/ready/citylogo-flatbluePNG.png


• People are embracing the idea of more and more pollinator friendly plantings. And more 
and more awareness for pollinators.  
 
 
 
 
 

e. Blue Ridge Arborist Assoc., Mike Davies 
• No report  

 
f. Asheville GreenWorks, Dawn Chavez 

• Asheville Greenworks is having its 16th annual Garden Tour this Saturday, June 25.  
• Process of putting together a job description for an Urban Forest Program Coordinator.  
• Next Tuesday the 28th, the friends of White Fawn Overlook Park are releasing a set of 

plans for the public to review. It will be held at the Stephens Lee Center.  
 

g. Recommended Species List and Asheville Tree Map, Amy Kemp 
 

• Still waiting on confirmation from the City, meeting is to be scheduled with Shannon Tuch 
for review.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 

h. Parks and Recreation, Roderick Simmons  
 

• No report  
 

 
** Presentation by Paul and Patrick on the Open Tree Map 
 

• Presentation, Question and Answer and Discussion.  
 
 
3. NEW BUSINESS 

 
• For lunches in the future for the Tree Commission 
• Beginning next month it will be a RSVP type of event. You will need to RSVP at least a 

week in advance or bring your own lunch. 
 
 
 
4. Sub Committees  

• Edible Plants - 
We met last Monday, compared notes and reflected on other meetings.  
The biggest thing for this committee is working on the diversity. We want the 
communities to benefit as much as possible. Then we had a meeting at Greenworks with 
several different stakeholders, one particular that comes to mind is Buncombe County 
Fruit and Nut club. Local growers were there too. Who are the providers of the plant 



material that we can get in touch with? The edible mile.  The regulations with the City. 
Price points are a huge discussion.  Lots of great discussion.  

 
** Motion for Marc Williams to make the changes in the Recommended Species List on Open Tree Map, 
Amy Kemp motion, Debbie Emmons seconded, all in favor, motion passed.  
 
 

• Urban Forest Keepers –  
 
** Motion to bring together the Alternative Compliance Sub Committee and the Urban Forest Keepers 
Sub Committee, Carl Nyberg motion, Stephen Hendericks seconded, all infavor, motion passed.  
 

• Tree Protection –  
We had our first meeting and it was very productive. All seven of the attendees have very 
diverse back grounds that are very cohesive together. We can use those strengths to our 
benefit. We have strength in public education. We are interested in the zoning ordinance 
and present the findings next month.  

 
 

 
5. PUBLIC COMMENT (5 CITIZENS, 3 MINUTES EACH) 
 

• Christopher Martin with Duke Energy Progress 
Transmission Line runs along Beaverdam and Lakeshore Drive. We are going to be our 
routine cycle maintenance on this line. The tentative date to start work on this is 
September 1st. My main priority in my job is communication with the stakeholders and let 
them know what is going on.  

 
 
** Report from Cecil, thank you to Kira Jahn for all her work reported at the last meeting. We are going 
to be able to strengthen our tree protection. We will be able to require a tree inventory on all 
development projects before they cut. We will at least have suasion to ask them to work around as many 
trees as possible instead of cutting them all down and planting saplings.  
 
 
5. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
• None at this time 

 
ADJOURNMENT  
 

NEXT MEETING: Monday, July 18, 2016 
For more information on the Asheville Tree Commission, please contact Lora Morgan 828-259-5932 

 

 



 

 


